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BANGLADESH 


FOREIGN MINISTER'S STATEMENT ON JERUSALEM RFPORTED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 1 Aug 80 p 1 


[Text] Bangladesh on Thursday strongly deplored the legislation by 
israeli Parliament declaring Jerusalem as the Jewish state's "etemal 
ind undivided capital" and called it “an outrageous and flagrant viola- 
tion" of UN resolutions on the question, reports BSS. [as published) 


Foreign Minister Prof. M. Shamsul Huq, in a statement in Dacca said the 
"illegal" Israeli move was a "challenge to the international community." 


He also said “It is an affront to the sentiments of Muslims and 
Christians alike in all parts of the world and to ali dictates of 
international Law and world opinion." 


Prof. Shamsul Huq said, “The Government of Bangladesh strongly deplores 
the reported approval of a Bill in the Israeli Parliament which declared 
Jerusalem to be "the eternal and undivided capital of Israel." Bangla- 
desh views this illegal action as an outrageous and flagrant violation 
of the numerous resolutions adopted on the Palestine question in general 
and Jerusalem in particular in the Security Council. The United Nations 
General Assembly, the Arab League, the Organisation of the Islamic Con- 
ference, the Organisation of African Unity and the Non-aligned Movement. 


Prof. Huq said this decision of the Israeli Parliament flouts the pro- 
visions of earlier Security Council resolution 242 (1967) and the recent 
Security Council Resolution 465 (1980) which declared as illegal all 
measures undertaken by Israel to transform the physical character, the 
demographic composition, the institutional structure or status of the 
Palestinian and other Arab territories occupied since 1967 including 
Jerusalem or any part thereof. The meetings of the Islamic Foreign 
Ministers’ Conference held recently in Islamabad and Amman also con- 
demned Tseraeli moves to annex Jerusalem and to make it the capital of 
the Zionist state. 


The Foreign Minister declared Bangladesh, therefore, rejects such an 
illegal step by Israel as null and void. It is an affront to the 

















sentiments of Muslims and Christians alike in all parts of the world 
and to all dictates of international law and world opinion. It is a 
challenge to the entire international community. 


Prot. Huq said Bangladesh reiterates her full support to the UN Security 
Council Resolution 476 (1980) which condemns all legislative and admin- 
istrative measures and actions taken by Israel, which support to alter 
the character and status of the Holy City of Jerusalem and maintains that 
such action has no legal validity since it constitutes a gross violation 
of the fourth Ceneva Convention relating to the protection of civilian 
persons in tine of war and seriously jeopardizes the prospects of 
achieving a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East. 


The position of Bangladesh and her commitment regarding Palestine and 
the Holy City of Jerusalem have also been clearly stated at the recent 
Special Session of the General Assembly on Palestine. Bangladesh also 
lent her uneguivocal support for the [several words illegible] by a 
Vast majority of the members of the United Nations during this special 
session Prof. Huq added. 


' 7, 
LSU: 6220 














BANGLADESH 


DETAILS OF INDIAN MINISTER'S VISIT GIVEN 
Talks, Other Activities 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 17 Aug 80 pp 1, 12 


[Text] The Foreign Ministers of Bangaldesh and India on Saturday formally 
met for two hours when they generally discussed bilateral, regional and 
international matters of mutual interest. 


Specific issues are expected to come up for discussion in next two rounds 
of talks scheduled for today. Mr. Rao is expected to return on Monday. 


Prof. Shamsul Huq led the Bangladesh team while Mr. P. V. Narasimha Rao 
led Indian team. 


At the end of the first round of discussion, Bangladesh Foreign Secretary 
Mr. Kibria said that the discussions were held in an extremely friendly 
and cordial atmosphere. 


An official described it as having proceeding well. [as published} 


Mr. Rao called on Prof. Huq at the foreign office immediately after his 
arrival here on Saturday. The two Foreign Ministers stayed together for 
about an hour. 


Prof. Huq was assisted at the talks by Mr. S. A. M. S. Kibria, Foreign 
Secretary, Mr. Abul Ehsar, Bangladesh High Commissioner to India, Mr. 
Ataul Karim, Additional Foreign Secretary and Mr. Haren-ur-Rashid, 
Bangladesh Deputy High Commissioner in Calcutta, Mr. Reaz Rahman, Director 
General Foreign Office and Mr. Q. A. M. A. Rahim, Director of Foreign 
Office. 


Mr. Rao was assisted by Mr. Eric Gonsalves, Secretary, Indian External 
Affairs Ministry, Mr. M. Dubey, Indian High Commissioner in Bangladesh, 

Mr. Chandrashekhar Dasgupta, Joint Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, 
Mr. R. K. Rai, Counsellor, and Mr. Lahiri, First Secretary, Indian High 
Commission in Bangladesh, and Mrs. Mira Shankar, Under Secretary, Minis- 
try of External Affairs. 














He added that he and Prof Huq had brief opportunity to exchange views in 
January this year during President Zia's visit to New Delhi in last 
January. 


He looked forward to utilise the opportunity to continue the ‘dialogue and 
consultations’ with Foreign Minister Prof Huq during the current visit, 
he added, 


Mr. Rao expressed the belief that such visits and exchanges piay an impor- 
tant role in developing mutual understanding and apprectatiou of each 
other's interests, concerns and points of view. 


The Indian Fircign Minister said that he has brought the goodwill of the 
people and Government of India. [as publishec] 


He said he had heard a great deal about this countr’ through the writings 
of the great poets Rabindrenath Tagore, Kazi Nazrul Islam Jibananand 
Das, Jasimuddin and others immortalising the beauty of this country. 


Mr Rao said that he ho. hime 'f translated the biography of Rebel Poet 
Kazi Nazrul Islam in s mother tongue Telegu. 


Dinner 


Another report adds: Foreign Minister, Prof. Shamsul Huq, said in Dacca 

on Friday that the outstanding problems between Bangladesh and India can 
be resolved "speedily, peacefully and to our mutual satisfaction if they 
were approached in a spirit of understanding and good neigbourly relations. 
[as published] 


He was speaking at a dinner hosted in honour of the visiting Indian Minis- 
ter for External Affairs, Mr. Narasimha Rao, at the State Guest House on 
Saturday night. 


Prof. Huq said the problems between neighbours were bound to arise from 
time to time. But he sincerely believed that such problems can be 

solved peacefully given the understanding and goodwill. He hoped that the 
visit of Mr. Narasimha Rao to Bangladesh would pave the way in this direc- 
tion. 


Border of Peace 


The Foreign Minister said that Bangladesh wanted to live in peace and 
friendship with all her neighbours. Bandladesh, he assured, would spare 
no efforts to ensure that the border between the two countries remained 
a border of peace and friendship. 


He said while Bangladesh sincerely respects the right of each nation to 
evolve its own political, economic and social institutions, we firmly 











Larilier on Nie arrival Mr, Rao said that hie talke with his Bangladesh 
counterpart would cever the entire range of tesues of interest to both 
+ ountt lea, 


in & prepared statement he told newemen at the Tejgaon airport that rela- 
tions between india and Bangladesh “are of complex and multifaceted 
nature” which “ie quite usual to neighbouring countries”, 


in such @ felationehip, “we are boune to face problema which initially, 
may seem difficult to solve and encounter situations to which our initial 
approach may be somewhat divergent", 


lle, however, solid the prospects and possibilities of mutually beneficial 
cooperation between the two countries were “very considerable”, 


"We are, however, confident that we can find solutions to all such prob- 
lems through frank discussions between friends in a spirit of goodwill, 
trust and @utual accommodation”, 


"lc will be my endeavour” he said, "to see if we can impart greater 
dynamiem to activities of bilateral cooperation", 


Keplving to a question Mr. Rao described the relations between India and 
haneladesh ae “excellent”. 


When asked what bilateral topics would be discussed he said, there was no 
set agenda for the talke and added “my agenda is goodwill visit and a 
genera! discussion of all topics”. 


Problema 


Mr. Rao told a questioner “don't you [words illegible] are problems ail 
over the world. We have bilateral regional and international problems. 
We don't want to discuss one problem but all problems”. 


He added, “we have so much to compare notes, not merely bilateral but so 
many things in which we are vitally interested as important countries of 
the region, as countries of the nonaligned world and the developing world”. 


Mr. Rao said that the two countries had so much in common and were con- 
cerned on so many thinge and added, I want to exchange views on all these 
matters”. [as published] 


The visiting Foreign Minister eaid that he was carrying “a message of good- 
will. A message of greetings” for President Ziaur Rahman from Prime 
Minister Mre. indira Gandl.i. He said that he was also looking forward to 
President Zia‘s visit to India in September. 


Mr Rao said that as friendly countries India and Bangladesh must maintain 
regular dialogue and consultations on bilateral and other matters of gutual 
lnieresta. 

















be | i a. ‘ive feed ts continuing peace and stability so as to 


enab li t «  centrate on the central problem of raising the quality of 
our peoples 

On the Bengladees proposal for helding of a summit of South Asian coun- 
tries fo conatiiule « South Asian forum, Prof, Shameul Huq said such a 
forum wae likely (o provide an opportunity for consultation at regular 
intervalaé on matters of mutual interest and a framework for increasing 
cooperation amon. Chem in vartous fields while generating in the process 


A mutual Croet, ‘oderetanding and goodwill and also respect for one 
another, 


He sincers voped that thie tdea of a South Asian forum will take a con- 
creete shape in the not distant future resulting in regional cooperation 
beneficial to the countetes of South Asfan, [as published] This will 


also enable the countetes of South Asia comprising a fifth of the world's 
population co have their vetee heard more effectively in the various world 
forums, 


The Foreign Minteter said that the deteriorating international situation 
wae a cause of deep coneern to Bangladesh, The widening areas of tension 
and confite. indteate a diminishing respect for the rule of law in inter- 


national vcelattone He eatd, the need for concereted action on the part 
‘ft  ooce jovine nacion ta particular nonaligned nations was greater 

than ever before in order te resist the growing international anarchy 
with the consequent escalation of the arme race and re-anchor the world 


order: on the principles and values and enshrined in the United Nations 
Charter and the Non-Aligned Movement. [as published] 


Prot. Huq expressed the hope that the visit of the Indian External 

Affairs Minister to Bangladesh will help strengthen the friendly relations 
between the two countries and also promote the cause of peace and stability 
in the region. 


Rao Dinner Speech 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 17 Aug 80 pp 1, 12 


‘Text! The Iodian Foreign Minister Mr Narasimha Rao, said in Dacca on 
Saturday night that his country attached great importance to extending 
ind broadening the areas of cooperation with Bangladesh on a reciprocal 
basis, reporte BSS. 


Speaking at the dinner hosted in his honour by Foreign Minister, Prof 
Shameul Hug Mr Rao also said that India attached the same importance to 
its externa relations in maintaining and promoting a climate of trust, 
friendship and good neighbourliness with Bangladesh. 


The climate of friendship and goodwill is an essential pre-condition for 
‘oatet ing cioset relations, he added, 
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Mr Kao said that iode-Bangladesh relations were based on the time honoured 
and commonly shared principles of respect for each other's sovereignty, 
independence and distinetive nationa) personality and non-interference in 
each other's domestic affairs, 


le aleo stressed on the development of relations among the countries of 
South Asia region, 


Mr Rao said that hie country’s policy and actions with regard to recent 
deveiopmente in the region has been guided by ite belief in the need for 
development of relations among the countries of the region, 


lie added, ‘we have constantly advocated and worked for defusion of ten- 
vions and restraint on the part of all coneerned so that the search for 
mitually acceptable and enduring political solutions can get underway.’ 


He expressed happiness for what he eaid ‘we share with Bangladesh many 
pereeptione of how these problems could be resolved, ' 


Cold War 


Mr Rao expressed serious concern at the dramatic increase of naval pres- 
ence in the neighbourhood by the great powers which he added had brought 
the cold war ‘to our door step.’ 


in thie situation, he said it had become all the more necessary for the 
countries of South Asia to create a climate of peace to reduce tension and 
mike it possible for them to devote to the urgent common take of economic 
deve lopment. 


He said that the development of relations among the countries of South 
Asia in iteelf was an important step in thie direction. 


Referring to indo-Bangladesh relations the Indian Minister said, 4 vast 
potential existed for benefite to both countries through a broad-based 
cooperation posing a challenge and an exciting opportunity for the leader- 
ship of the two nations. 


We said, the broad similarity of socio-economic conditions and the neces- 
sity of the same type of technology of the two countries provides the 
basis for a mutually beneficial industrial and technological cooperation. 


CSO: 4220 











BANGLADESH 


INDO=BANGCLADESH TALKS CALLED ‘'REASSURING' 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 19 Aug 80 p 5 


[Text|] The three-day visit by Mr. PP. V, Narashimha Rao, Minister for 
External Affaire of the Government of India, was concluded yesterday, 

The visit provided the occasion for exchanges between the visiting Indian 
delegates and Bangladesh officials which took place in a cordial atmo- 
aphere. Several rounds of talke were held at Foreign Ministers level 
between Bangladesh Poreign Minister Prof, Shameul Huq and his Indian 
counterpart. And a joint statement issued at the conclusion of the talks 
embody the results achieved, some of which have been described as ‘con- 
crete’ by the Bangladesh Foreign Minister. [as published) In the descrip- 
tion of the talke as ‘very fruitful’ by the Indian External Affairs Minis- 
ter is available the reaction of the Indian side. 


While we note the need on either side for a meeting of representatives of 
both countries to discuss outetanding iesues of a bilateral nature, we 
feel reassured that most of these were discussed at the rounds of talks 
held during the vieit by the Indian External Affaire Minister. The 
agreement on steps for the implementation of the 1974 Indo-Bangladesh 
agreement for demarcation of land boundary and maritime boundary is a 
welcome step ahead in a matter that does not brook delay. Quite under- 
standably, further delay in the settlement of a question so vital both to 
India and Bangladesh is likely to produce complications that a just and 
early action would certainly keep out. In fact, given good will and a 
determination on either side to solve these bilateral issues in a spirit 
of justice, cooperation and good neighbourliness they must get solved 
without further protraction. We feel assured that efforts for answers to 
these issues will be continued and the proposed meeting of both sides in 
October and November this year will, we hope, be fruitful in finally solv- 
ing the same on a mutually acceptable basis. 


According to the joint statement issued Monday the Farakka also came up for 
diecussion at the Foreign Minister level talks, which also await decision 
on 4 mutually agreeable basis, particularly the question of long-term 
augmentation of the flow of the Ganges. In a sense so far as Bangladesh 

is concerned, the Parakka is as vital as the border demarcation. Into the 














bargain te of couree the recentiy arising queation of determination of the 
atatue of the newly emerging lelande euch as Purbasha, near the Sunderbans., 


Next to these ie the question of peace and tranquillity along a shared 
border extending over thousands of miles between the two countries, It 
ie reassuring that both India and Bangladesh agreed at the Dacca talke 
on intensification of efforts for stabilizing a peaceful border for all 
time and for not allowing either territory to be used for hostile action 
auainet the other, It need hardly be said that in the interest of good 
neighbourliness an early and pragmatic solution to these major outsetand- 
ing questions have to be found by mutual effort and initiative which, we 
hope, the Indo-Bangladesh talks just held would greatly facilitate. [as 
publ ished) 


Regionally speaking the deteriorating world situation, as noted in the 
joint statement, underlines the need for concerted regional initiative to 
safeguard peace and security in the region. The Bangladesh proposal for a 
South Asian Forum and 4 summit meeting, which the Indian delegation at the 
Dacca talke welcomed in principle, is aimed at providing a basis for 
regional cooperation in this regard. 
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BANGLADESH 


POLITICAL PARTIES CONDEMN RIOTS IN INDIA 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 18 Aug 80 p 8 


[Text] Various political parties and religious organisations have con- 
demned recent communal riots in India in which over one hundred Muslims 
have been killed, 


Mr Haider Akbur Khan Rono, General Secretary and Mr Rashed Khan Menon, a 
Central Committee member of Bangladesh Workers Party have expressed their 
concern over the communal riots. They said that the incidents were taking 
place at a time when the Foreign Ministers of India and Bangladesh were 
across the table, 


In a joint statement to the Press on Sunday, the Workers Party leaders 
said that some statements made at the Indian Parliament over the communal 
situation in Bangladesh recently were untrue and misleading. 


These statements, they said, had not only fanned up communal feelings, these 
had also jeopardised good neighbourly relations among the sub-continental 
countries and strengthened the hands of anti-people reactionary forces. 


The Workers Party leaders accused the Government of pursuing a policy of 
appeasement and demanded that the Government should raise the issue at the 
current Foreign Ministers’ talk. 


SCE 

Mr Jamini Kanta Mondol, Convener, Bangladesh Scheduled Castes Federation 
have announced communal riots in India and urged the Government to put 
pressure on India to avoid recurrence of such incidents in future. [as 
publ ished] 

BML (T. Ali) 


Bangladesh Muslim League (T. Ali) has convened its central working com- 
mittee meeting at 5 p.m. today (Monday) to discuss the issue. 
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Seerat Mission 


Maulana Shah Abdus Sattar, Convener, Bangladesh Seerat Mission has cen- 
sured the Indian Government for ite failure to protect the lives and 
properties of the minorities in that country, 


in a statement to the Press on Monday, the mission chief urged the people 
/ maintain communal harmony in the country in the face of any provocation, 


isiami Chhatra Shibir 

Mr Muhammad Abu Taher and Mr Muhammad Enamul Huq, President and General 
Secretary reapectively of Bangladesh Islami Chhatra Shibir in a joint 
‘tatement on Sunday said that the recent riots in India were glare instances 


of communal character of the Indian Government under the mask of secularienm. 


They urged the Muslim and Third World countries to create pressure over 
india on the matter. 
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BANGLADESH 


FRONT OPPOSED TO GAS SALES TO INDIA 
Dacea THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 18 Aug 80 p 8 


[Text) Ten leaders of Ganotantrik Front in a joint statement on Sunday 
called upon the government to refrain from signing any agreement with India 
on the proposed sale of gas. 


The signatories to the statement were Messrs Mohammad [illegible] and 
Insar Ali of Samyabadi Dal (M-L), Kazi Mujibur Rahman and Mostafa Jamal 
Haider of United People's Party, Nurur Rahman and Anwar Zahid of National 
Awami Party (N-2), Haji Mohammad Danesh and Sirajul Hossain Khan of Jatiya 
Ganomukti Union and Abdul Matin and Sharadindu Dastidar of Gano Front. 


The leaders said that they were surprised to note that inspite of nation- 
wide protest against the proposed sale of gas to India, the government of 
Bangladesh was still ‘pursuing its policy of submitting to the pressure of 
Indian expansionism’. [as published) The visit of Indian Foreign Minis- 
ter Mr Narsimha Rao was clearly ‘indicative of underhand unholy deal 
between the governments of Bangladesh and India', they said. 


The Ganatantrik Front leaders said that they failed to understand why the 
government of Bangladesh was submitting to the Indian pressure one after 
another.’ [as published] 


They said that if the government of Bangladesh failed to resist the Indian 
pressure, the patriotic forces in the country would surely master their 
strength to fight and chose the course of action in resisting ‘Indian 
onslaught on our national independence and sovereignty of the state’. 

[as published] 


CSO: 4220 
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BANGLADESH 


HOUSE ENDS BUDGET SESSION}; ACTIONS ASSESSED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 27 Jul 80 pp 1, 8 


(Text) The Budget session of the Jatiyo Sangsad was prorogued on Saturday. 
[as published) This was the longest session of the Parliament since in- 
dependence. One cannot recall an occasion when the Parliament session 
ran for 66 days even during the pre-independence period. 


The Opposition, particularly the Awami League (Malek) Members dominated 
the proceedings of the House having occupied the floor for well over 41 
hours out of a total of 172 hours of discussion in the House. 


There was a clear lack of whipping among the Opposition groups in the 
House. There were several occasions when more than one Member of the 
same party had taken the floor to draw the attention of the Speaker or 
the Deputy Speaker. This not only made the situation more chaotic but 
in the process valuable time was also lost. 


Prime Minister Shah Azizur Rahman stood head and shoulder above all 
other Members. His past experience stood him in gocd stead. His 
deliberations on the national Budget will remain memorable. 


He defended the Government actions both inside and outside the Parliament 
with finesse and profoundity of a seasoned parliamentarian which he is. 


The Opposition did not agree with him but admired the manner in which 
he handled all issues. 


Mr Asaduzzaman Khan, Leader of the Opposition, once a great parliamen- 
tarian was a mere shadow of his former self. His performance in the 
Provincial Assembly during Avub regime had been of very high order. He 
was so effective that he had later replaced Mr Abdul Malek Ukil as the 
Leader of the Opposition. 


He often suffers from fatigue and exhaustion. He still marshall 
facts and figure before speaking on any issue but lacks the bite. His 
sobriety and dignity is admired by all. [as published] 
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BANGLADESH 


GOVERNMENT TAKES STEPS TO AUGMENT FOOD PRODUCTION 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 31 Jul 80 p 1 


[Text) A high-level meeting held at Bangobhaban on Wednesday morning 
took a number of decisions to augment production of foodgrains, in- 
crease internal procurement and foodgrains stock and distribution 
facilities reports BSS. 


The meeting presided over by President Ziaur Rahman noted that poten- 
tial has been created for bringing additional six lakh acres of land 

under irrigation through digging canals during the year 1979-80. It 

was decided to expand the programme and raise the acreage by at least 
three times in the current financial year. 


To further augment the irrigation facilities, the meeting decided among 
others to convert all the major roadside ditches into full-fledged 
canals. The work on this scheme will start after the monsoon. 


In view of the satisfactory production of Boro and Aus crops and the 
present market value which is much below the procurement price in many 
areas, it was decided to intensify the internal procurement of Aus and 
Boro crops. The rate of procurement of foodgrains which is at present 
about 12,000 tons, will be increased to at least 25000 tons per week. 


The meeting also stressed the need for increasing the country's food- 
grains storage capacities and directed the concerned Ministry to take 
immediate measures for raising the tonnage capacity from the present 

il lakh to 15 lakh tons. It was decided that private sector should be 
encouraged to build up storage facilities for which loans and other 
facilities will be provided. The [several words illegible] on its own, 
|several words illegible] number of godowns which may eventually be 
disinvested. 


The meeting felt the urgent need of providing preservation facilities 
of foodgrains at important places in the country and called for build- 
ing up cold storages on priority basis in both private and public sec- 
tors. It was decided to build three cold storages near Dacca, Chitta- 
gong and Jessore airports and two others at the seaports with a view 
to preserving perishable items of export. 
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In order to facilitate the purchase and storage of food, graina by the 
private grain dealers to help raise the foodgrains prices to the level 
of the procurement price, it has been decided to increase the storage 
limit of the wholesalers from 300 to 1000 maunds and for the retailers 
from 30 to 100 maunds,. Thies facility will be subject to periodical re- 
View. It was also decided to streamline the issuance of licences to 
the grain dealers. 


The meeting further decided to build up integrated agricultural com- 
plexes at the agricultural estates with facilities for processing and 
marketing of agricultural products. 


The meeting was attended, among others, by the Ministers for Agriculture 
Food Planning Power and Water Resources Petroleum and Mineral Resources. 


CSO: 4220 
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BANGLADESH 


AWAMI LEAGUERS OBSERVE RAHMAN DEATH ANNIVERSARY 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 17 Aug 80 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Mr. Abdul Malek Ukil, President, Awami League (Malek) has said 
that “traitors'’ would soon be purged out of his party. "Some traitors 
had already left the Awami League and formed separate parties and the 
remaining traitors would be expelled soon", he said. 


Addressing a seminar organised by the Awami League (Malek) at the Dacca 
District Sport. Association auditorium in observance of the fifth death 
anniversary of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on Saturday, Mr. Abdul Malek Ukil 
said that the implementation of the BKSAL programmes would be easier 
after the expulsion of the traitors who had been behaving like fifth 
columnists. 





The meeting was also addressed by Abdur Razzak General Secretary, Mrs. 
Zohra Tajuddin, a Senior Vice-President, Mr. Tofael Ahmed, Organising 
Secretary, Sarder Amjad Hussain, Publicity Secretary, Mr. Syed Ahmed, 
Office Secretary, Mr. Salahuddin Yusuf, MP Joint Secretary, Mrs. Sajeda 
Chowdhury, Joint Secretary, Mr. Abdul Momen Talukder, a Vice-President, Mr. 
Abdus Samad Azad, Mr. M. Korban Ali, Sheikh Abdul Aziz, Begum Matia 
Chowdhury and Mr. Mohammad Hanif of Awami League, Maulana Abdur Rashid 
Tarkabagish, President, Bangladesh Gono Azadi League, Syed Altaf Hussain, 
President, Jatiya Ekota Party and Mr. Pankaj Bhattacharya, General Secre- 
tary National Awami Party (H-P). 


Paying homage to Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Mr Abdul Malek Ukil said that the 
late leader was an international personality. The Bangalis living in 
West Germany had also arranged a seminar on the Sheikh where the Indian 
Prime Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi had sent a message, he said. 


The Awami League chief was critical towards the journalists and said that 
they move with the change of time ‘at one time they came en masse to 

join the BKSAL. [as published] We had to impose section 144 to check 
their rush now Zia is trying to enrol the journalists in BNP. [as pub- 
lished) Let us see what happens’ he said. 
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He said that there was no freedom of the press in the country. ‘News 
was being guillotined over telephone by the Press Information Department’, 
he said, 


Investigation Committee 


Mr, Abdur Razzak said that Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was not killed only by a 
handful of army majors. "There is a big list and we must find out the 
names of the killers". He suggested that an investigation committee com- 
prising jurists, journalists and Awami League workers should be formed 
for the purpose, 


Leadership Vacuum 


Mrs. Zohra Tajuddin criticised the Awami League leadership for its failure 
to utilise country's political issues in party's favour. She said that 
their party should go for action instead of making speeches alone. 


Mr. Abdus Samad Azad said that there was a rumour that the Awami League 
(Malek) was going to be divided He said that the Awami League workers 
should not believe in such rumours. "None can break our party", he 
said. 


Mr. Tofael Ahmed said that Sheikh Mujibur Rahman sacrificed his life for 
the people. "Bangabandhu could live longer if he had wanted to", he 
said, 


Maulana Tarkabagish 


Maulana Abdur Rashid Tarkabagish said that Sheikh Mujib was aware of the 
conspiracy being hatched to kill him. He called upon the Awami League 
workers to be ready to make sacrifices and said that he was ready to make 
the supreme sacrifice to establish the ideal of Sheikh Mujib. 


Mr. Pankaj Bhattacharya said that the conspirators responsible for the 
killing of Sheikh Mujib should be identified and eliminated. Bangabandhu 
showed weakness to some people. These people had killed sim. We shall 
not show any weakness, he said. 


cso: 4220 
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BANGLADESH 


AWAMI LEAGUE GROUPS OBSERVE MOURNING DAY 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 16 Aug 80 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Different political, student and youth organisations observed 
"national mourning day" on Friday to commemorate the death of Late Presi- 
dent Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and other Awami League leaders on August 15 in 
1975, The programme by Awami League (Malek) began on Thursday. Ouran 
khwani was held in front of the residence of late Sheikh Mujibur Rahmen 
which concluded on Friday morning. Party flag and black flag were hoisted 
in the morning at party office, 


Prayer was held at 9 a.m. to the Dhanmondi maidan for the salvation of the 
souls of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman his family members and those killed on the 
day. [as published] Fateha was offered at the Banani graveyard for the 
late family members of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib and the leaders of the 
Awami League. 


A rally was held at Baitul Mukarram in the afternoon. Party leaders Mr. 
Abdul Malek Ukil, Mr. Abdur Razzak Mr. Mohammad Hanif addressed the rally. 
[as published] Bangabandhu Parishad organised in the morning a rally at 
Shahid Minar from where a procession went to the Dhanmondi residence of 
the Bangbandhu. Police allowed four persons at a time to go near the 
house and pay their homage. It may be mentioned that 144 has been imposed 
on Road No. 31, 32 and 33 (old). 





The Awami Jubo League (Siddiki) arranged programme to observe the death 
anniversary of Sheikh Fazlul Huq Moni on Friday. Organisational flag was 
flown at half mast, Quran khawani was held. Later in the morning a proces- 
sion from the office of the organisation went to Dhanmondi residence of 
Bangabandhu to pay homage to his memory. The Jubo League leaders also 
offered fateha at the Banani graveyard where late Shaiekh Fazlul Huq Moni, 
and family members of Bangabandhu were burried. [as published] 





A workers meeting was held at noon at the central office of organisation 
says a Press release. 
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The elty unit of the National Awami Party held a discussion meeting on 
Priday at the party's central office on this occasion, Chowdhury Harunur 
Rashid, Party President addressed it as chief guest, Mr. A. M, Joardar, 
President of the city unit presided over meeting. It waa addressed 

by Mr. Pankaj Bhattacharya, Earlier in the morning (NAP) (H) leaders 
laid wreaths at the Dhanmond! residence of the Bangabandhu, 


Mr, Abdul Malek Ukil, President of Awami Leage (Malek) in his speech at 

the rally at Baitul Mukkaram equare on Friday demanded trial of the killing 
of Bangobandhu and other AL leaders, [ase published) We said that the 
killers would ultimately have to leave Bangladesh. The AL chief claimed 
that they have received some documents of the conspiracy by China, the 
United States and Pakistan for the killing of Bangabandhu,. 


Mr, Malek said his party would continue ite struggle till an exploita- 
tion free society wae established, 


He condemned the decision of setting up of banks and textile mille in 
private sector, 


Mr. Abdur Ragzaque, Awami League (Malek) General Secretary said that his 
party would continue its struggle for implementation of Bangbandhu's 
ideais in the country. 


He demanded restoration of parliamentary democracy in the country. He 
demanded resignation of the present regime and handing over of power to 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court and to hold election to the Parlia- 
ment . 


Mr. Ragzaque demanded cancellation of the agreement for the gas export. 
Without naming India, Mr. Ragzak said that people of Bangladesh would not 
accept any such agreement. This was the first public reaction by Awami 
League (Malek) on gas export to India despite condemnation b other 
political parties on this issue. 


Meanwhile the Bangladesh Chhatra League (Obaidul-Quader) observed August 15 
as "Mujib Day" desvite the programme of observance of mourning day 
announced by Awami League (Malek). 


The organisation brought out a procession on Thursday. Friday midnight 


at the Dacca University campus, a Press release signed by Obaidul Quader 
said. [as published] 


CSO: 4220 
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BANGLADESH 


OBALDUR RAHMAN ATTACKS AWAMI LEAGUE LEADERS 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 30 Jul 80 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Civil Aviation and Touriem Minister K. M. Obaidur Rahman said 
on Tuesday that “there is no restriction” on the return of Sheikh Maji- 
bur Rahman's daughters Hasina and Rehana to Bangladesh. 


Talking to ENA at official residence here this afternoon the Minister 
said that Sheikh Mujib's daughters were living in London with Bangla- 
desh passports and they can return home any time they wish. 


He said in fact the BKSALites are delaying the home coming of Hasina and 
Rehana whom they want to utilise for their political gains. He observed 
that once these BKSALite elemmts exploited the image of Sheikh Majibur 
Rahman and now they are confusing the people in the names of his daughters. 


Mr Obaidur Rahman said that on their return home the daughters of late 
leader will naturally get their paternal property, including the house 
at Dhanmandi Sheikh Mujib's residence at Dhanmandi is in the name of his 
wife he added. 


The minister refuted the contention of Awami League (Malek) General 
Secretary Abdur Ragzak that President Ziaur Rahman met Hasina and Rehana 
during his visit to London. He said it is not correct that the presi- 
dent met them in London. 


Mr Obaidur Rahman said “infiltration of foreign agents in the leadership 
of Awami League (Malek) has greatly increased. No self-respecting gentile- 
man should now stay in Awami League.” He said that those who were now 
leading the Awami League were birds of fair wheather. [as published] 

They had no contribution to the party when it was passing through bad days. 


He observed that after independence these elements became the office- 
bearers of the party licking the feet of Sheikh and Begum Mujib. 

He maintained that these elements started propagating foreignism in 
the country as lackeys of foreign powers. It were these leaders of 
Awami League who misled Sheikh Mujib and imposed one-party rule in the 
country, he added. [as published] 











Mr Ubaidur Rahman said at that time it was not possible for a nationalist 
and democratic minded person Like me to serve the nation being 4 member 
of Awami League, 


Replying to 4 question how he view the contribution of Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman to the emergence of the nation, Mr Obaidur Rahman said nobody 
can distort the history, las published) 


Referring to certain remarks made by Awami League leader Abdur haggak 
about him Mr Obidur Rahman said that it unbecoming on part of the Awami 


League leader who was Aseiaetant Secretary of Raat Pakiatan Studente 
League when | wae ite President. [ase published) 


CSO: 4220 
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BANGLADESH FLPIM IN INFLATION AMONG LOW- TNOOME COUNTRIES 
Dacea THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 19 Aug 80 p 6 


|Text) The average annual rate of inflation in Bangladesh was 17.9 per 
cent during 1979-77 period, according to the country-wiee Basic Indica- 
tore in the World Development Report, 1980 of the World Bank, The 
infiattonary rate in Bangladesh as euch ie the fifth highest among the 

low income developing countries with a GNP per person of 360 US dollars 
and below during the period covered under the latest report of the World 
Bank. Uganda, Zaire, Angola and Indonesia ranked the first, second, third, 
and fourth respectively in terme of inflationary rates among the low 

income countries, 


The annual rate of inflation for Uganda, Zaire, Angola and Indonesia 
during the period under review was 27.3 per cent, 26.2 per cent, 22 per 
cent and 20 per cent respectively. 


The growth of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in Bangladesh was recorded 

at 2.9 per cent per annum during the seventies (till 1977) as against 
3.6 per cent during the sixties. The agricultural sector registered an 
average annual growth rate of only 1.6 per cent during 1970-77 period as 
againet 2.7 per cent in the sixties. The growth rate in the industrial 
sector was similarly down to 5.9 per cent in the seventies (till 1977) 
from 7.9 per cent in the sixties. 


The country-wise Basic Indicators in the latest "World Development Report” 
(1980) of the World Bank show that the levels of private consumption 
recorded an average annual growth rate of 3.1 per cent during 1970-77 
period as against 3.4 per cent in the sixties. The gross domestic invest- 
ment registered an average annual negative growth rate of (-) 1.4 per 

cent during the period under review as against 11.1 per cent in the six- 
ties. 


In the energy sector, the average annual growth rate in terms of energy 
consumption stood at 16.5 per cent during 1974-78 period. The energy 
consumption per capita (kilograms of coal equivalent) stood at 43 in the 
country in 1978. The energy imports as percentage of merchandise exports 
stood at 486 in 1976 in Bangladesh, according to the World Bank report. 
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The countryewise [figures relating to the growth of merchadise trade point 
out that the average annual growth rate of exports in Bangladesh stood at 
4 fegative level of 4,7 per cent during the seventies (till 1978) as 
against a positive level of 6.6 per cent in the sixties. The imporcte in 
the country were similarly recorded at a negative rate of 2.9 per cent 
per annum during 1970-78 as againet the positive rate of 7 per cent in 
the seventies, The terme of trade for Bangladesh deteriorated to 74 

in 1978 from 155 im 1960 with 1970 having been taken as the base year 
1970-100) for the index, showing the terma of trade position, 
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BANGLADESH 


"ADEQUATE ARRANGEMENTS' FOR FREEDOM FIGHTERS NOTED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 27 Jul 80 p 1 


[Text] The Government has made adequate arrangements for the rehabilita- 
tion of all Freedom Fighters. Thirty per cent quota for all new jobs in 
the Government sector has been kept reserved for the Freedom Fighters. 
Besides the ''Mukhtijoddah Complex Fund" is being used for the promotion 
of greater welfare for them. 


This was stated by Lt Col (Retd) Zafar Imam, Deputy Minister for Relief 
and Rehabilitation, in the Jatiyo Sangsad on Saturday. He was replying 
to a call attention notice by Mr Md. Asaduzzaman (AL-Malek) on an inci- 
dent at Mohammadpur in the city on July 5 last in which one crippled 
Freedom Fighter was injured following an attack by some miscreants 

from a refugee camp run by the Red Cross. 


fhe Deputy Minister said that his Ministry had taken up the matter with 
the relevant agencies of the Government. A case has been registered with 
the police and two persons have been arrested in this connection he 
added. 


Lt Col (Retd) Zafar Imam stated that the Freedom Fighters Welfare Trust 
was being cleansed of all sorts of corruption to make it an effective 
body to serve the interests of the Freedom Fighters Paying his glowing 
tributes to the Freedom Fighters for their sacrifices during the war of 
independence, he felt that the Government, headed by President Ziaur 
Rahman, was alive to the needs of rehabilitation and welfare of the 
Freedom Fighters. He expressed the view that certain vested quarters 
were trying to create resentment among the Freedom Fighters. But, he 
added, their bids to hatch conspiracies against the interests of the 
Freedom Fighters would be foiled. 


CSO: 4720 
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BANGLADESH 


PLAN FOR SHIFTING OFFICES FROM DACCA REVLEWED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 30 Jul 80 p 1 


[Text] A meeting of the Council Committee on shifting of offices from 
Dacca was held on Tuesday under the chairmanship of Prime Minister Shah 
Azizur Rahman, reports BSS. 


Minister for Establishment Division Mr M. Majidul Haq and Minister of 
State for Public Works and Urban Development Dr Fazlul Karim who are 
members of the committee attended. 


the Committee reviewed the progress of implementation of the Cabinet 
decision for shifting of the head offices of seven organisations and 
fixed up a dateline for the same. 


The Bangladesh Shipping Corporation and Bangladesh Petroleum Corpora- 
tion will be shifted Chittagong in three phases: ist phase by October 31, 
second phase by December 31, 1980. Shifting of the entire office will 
be completed in the 3rd phase by March 31, 1981. Bangladesh Inland 
Water Transport Authority will be shifted to Barisal in three phases 

as above. 


The Bangladesh Tea Board will be shifted to Srimangal, Sylhet and Bangla- 
desh Mineral Exploration and Development Corporation will be shifted to 
Joypurhat, Bogra in two phases lst phase by October 31 and the 2nd phase 
by December 31 next. The Bangladesh Handloom Board will be shifted to 
Seraiganj Pabna by October 31, 1980 and the Bangladesh Tobacco Board to 
Kushtia by December 31, 1980. 
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BANGLADESH 


MINORLTY LEADERS ASK SUPPORT OF HINDU MEETING 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 30 Jul 80 p 8 


[Text) Thirty five leaders of the minority community, in a joint state- 
ment issued to the Press on Tuesday in Dacca, appealed to all to make 
the ensuing “Hindu conference," convened by the Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP), a success. They stated that the members of the minority 
community had since long felt the need for such a conference. 


The conference will be held at the premises of the Bangladesh Shilpakala 
Academy in Dacca on August 21 next. 


In their statement, the leaders of the minority community noted that 
President Ziaur Rahman is sincerely interested in seeking a solution 

to the different problems faced by the Hindu community in the country. 
Strongly supporting the decision of the BNP to hold a “Hindu Conference,” 
they felt that it would be a milestone in our national life. 


They expressed the view that it would be possible to repeal the Vested 
Property Act and remove the discredited caste system among the Hindus 
soon in the country. They also opined that immediate arrangements should 
be made to renovate the temples and other religious places of the Hindus 
and introduce the system of marriage for the widows and also between 
different castes. 


The signatories to the statement included Mr Prem Raujan Dev (Chitta- 
gong), Mr Tushar Kanti Baruri (Faridpur), Principal Ganesh Haldar 
(Faridpur), Prof Motilal Chowdhury (Mymensingh), Mr Santosh Kumar 
Biswas (Jessore), Mr Chattra Narayan Das (Noakhali), Prof. Santi 
Narayan Chakravorty (Dinajpur), Mr Sailedra Narayan Purakashtaya 
(Sylhet), Advocate Jaruna Kanti Roy (Dinajpur), Mr Prahalat Das (My- 
mensingh), Mr Dilip Sur (Chittagong), Principal Sankhalal Baru 
(Faridpur), Mr Prafullah Kumar Mandal (Khulna), Mr Manik Lal Chowd- 
hury (Mymensingh), Prof Rina Devi (Bogra), Mr Kamakha Roy Chowdhury 
(Sylhet), Mr Sailen Singh Roy (Rangpur), Mr Dilip Singh Roy 
(Rangpur), Mr Anupam Kar (Chittagong), Mr Alok Roy (Jessore), Prof. 
Asit Chowdhury (Chittagong), Mr Narayan Mitra Chowdhury (Chittagong), 
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Mr Rabindra Saren (Dinajpur), Mr Modhusudhan Shil (Jessore), Mra 
Manju Das (Comilla), Advocate Akhil Baran Das (Noakhali), Mr Gopal 
Chandra Dev (Chittagong), Mr Ranjit Bhattacharjee (Chittagong), Mr 
Paresh Chandra Sarkar (Dacca), Mr Adhim Kumar Mandal (Dacca), Advo- 
cate Arun Kumar Das (Pabna), Mr Jatindra Nath Roy (Dacca), Mra 

Rani Devi (Dacca), Mr Rakhal Chandra Poddar (Dacca) and Advocate 
Prafullah Kumar Mandal (Khulna). 
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BANGLADESH 


NATLONAL POPULATION REPORTED OVER 90 MILLION 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 31 Jul 80 p 3 


{Text} Population in the country is believed to have excceded nine 
crore as of July 1 this year, according to an estimate by the Minis- 
try of Health and Population Control, reports ENA. 


The increase in population last financial year was calculated at 27 
lakh and growth rate at 2.7 percent, a highly placed Health Ministry 
source said in Dacca. [as published) 


The estimate has been prepared assessing crude birth rate at 43.25 
per thousand and death rate at 16.75 in a thousand. 


if the present rate of growth continue, population in the country will 
exceed to ll cr by the end of the Second Five Year Plan (1980-85). 


Target 10 Cr 


The source, however, said the Government has set a target of contain- 
ing the population, within 10 crore by the end of current Five-Year 
Plan reducing the gowth ate to 1 9 per cent from the existing 2.7. [as 
published |} 


This means the birth rate has to be reduced to 31.50 per thousand per 
year and death rate 13.7. ‘ 


A total of Taka 615 crore has been earmarked under the current Five- 
Year Plan to achieve this target. The main purpose of the programme is 
to increase the number of regular users of contraceptives to 38 lakh by 
1985 from 17.2 lakh at present. 


The estimated 17 lakh couples shown as the regular users of contracep- 
tives constitute 14 per cent of the total eligible couples in the coun- 
try. The Two-Year Plan (1978-80) had a target to raise the number of 
regular contraceptive users to 22 per cent of the eligible couples. 

If the target of the Second Five Year Plan is fully achieved the per- 
centage of regular contraceptive users among all fertile couples will 
be 38 per cent. 
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2450 Welfare Centres 


in addition 2,350 family welfare centrees will be set up in the rural 
union parishade during the plan to intensify the drive against popu- 
lation boom by ensuring contraceptives supply and motivating the peole, 
The total cost of the rogramme would be about Taka 104 crore. The 
World Bank has already committed 33 crore taka for the purpose. 


[paragraph as published] 


The number of population control workers at village level will also 
be raised to 50,000 following integration of health and population 
services. This the sources pointed out, will help regular motivation, 
supply and monitoring of contraceptive use at the grassroots level, 
These are likely to be more effective in containing population. 
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BANGLADESH 


LMPORTANCE OF FAMILY PLANNING WORK EMPHASIZED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 31 Jul 80 p 5 
[Editorial] 


[Text] Holding our population withina 10-crore mark by 2000 A.D., which 
we must, if we are not to submerge all development activities in their 
crucial beginnings, appears to be quite a formidable task when the head- 
counting already points to a figure as adverse as 9.25 crore. But it 

is a challenge well worth taking--for the whole nation to a man--if only 
for the fact that passivity, even a half-hearted attempt, to reverse the 
demographic high tide would be suicidal for us. 


Operatively, the undertaking simmers down to a drastic year-to-year re- 
duction in reproductive fertility to account for a cumulatively brought 
down growth rate of 1 per cent in the fifth year from now. The rated 
growth in population at present is as high as 2.7 per cent by an authen- 
tic estimate. 


Theoretically, the population seems to be arrestable within the 10-crore 
figure by the end, of this century if one bases the hope on the statis- 
tics that among the 38 per cent of active couples in the country who 
are willing to adopt family planning methods only 14 to 15 per cent are 
now actually doing it. The calculation is that if the remainder could 
be made active participants in the exercise for controlled parenthood 
and if the overall programme be expanded a bit, then we could hopefully 
achieve the target. 


The fall-off or drop-out points along the programme have to be first 
sealed in a bid to ensure a coverage on a sustained basis. This is 
patently necessary because even among the conformists happen to be 
those who get insulated from the idea after some initial unsuccessful 
attempts at getting follow-up services in the shape of contraceptives 
or timely advice. The first-time users of pills and devices or those 
having been operated upon, may have side effects or symptoms for which 
they would be much obliged to be taken to the doctor for relief and 
guidance so that they did not have to say quits. 


30 











Thus che service delivery system should not be too narrowly perceived 
as keeping up the supply of contraceptives and the operation faciliti- 
ties only although the job clearly leaves much to be desired, While 
the habitual users of the methods are not to be lost, the new couples 
must be in a position to rely on the continuity of something they had 
accepted as a decision for life. 


A recent measure places the family planning workers under the gram 
sarkars for the convenience of supervising their work. The integration 
of health and family planning understandably poses a problem of monitor- 
ing the progress of the population containment programme at the bottom 
level. Solving this administrative question besides, the gram sarkars 
being wide-bodied and multi-purpose set-ups designed to look after many 
things socioeconomic in a village, have no doubt features of great 
relevance to the family planning task. 
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BANGLADESH 


ONE KILLED AS POLICE FIRE ON CHITTAGONG MOB 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 18 Aug 80 p 7 


[Text] Chittagong, Aug 16:--One high school teacher shot dead and a 
police constable injured when a contingent of police opened fire on unruly 
mob at Gorangohat Bazar of Rauzan Thana on last Wednesday morning. [as 
published] 


According to Rauzan Thana the victim in the gun fire was Mr. Shahdat 
Alam, a teacher of Unasattarpara High School. He died on the spot. 


The constable Mir Hossain who also received bullet injury is now under- 
going treatment at Chittagong Medical College Hospital. His condition is 
stated to be improving. 


The incident occurred when an unruly mob surrounded and intercepted a five 
member contingent of police headed by the Assistant Sub-Inspector Mr Abul 
Bashar. 


The mob numbering gradually turned into violent and attempted to mahnandle 
and snatch away the rifles from the police. [as published] The police, 
however, opened fire which resulted, in the killing of the school teacher 
and injuring of the constable. The police finally dispersed the mob and 
returned to Rauzan Thana in a baby-taxi. 


The local people alleged that this contingent of police while on duty in 
the night illegally collected money threatening several persons. The 
people also said that the police took bribe from some persons falsely 
branding them as miscreants. 


These acts of police created commotion among the local people on the fol- 
lowing day morning. The people numbering several hundreds intercepted 
this contingent of police while they were returning to the thana after a 
whole night duty. 


However, the assistant Sub-Inspector Abul Bashar and three other con- 


stables have been taken in to custody under an order from the Superin- 
tendent of Police of Chittagong. 
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‘he Additional Deputy Commissioner (General) and Superintendent of Police 
Chittagong vieited the place of incident. They assured the local 
people that the guilty persone for thie ineident would be dealt with 


ae verely, 


hoth the member of the public and police registered two separate cases 
with Rauean Thana in this conection, [ae published] 
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BANGLADESH 


BRIEFS 


FAMLLY PLANNING WORKERS=<-<The National Economic Council on Tuesday decided 
that all family Planning Workers would be placed at the disposal of Gram 
Sarkar for supervising and coordinating their works, reports BSS. The 
decision was taken at a meeting of the Council at Bangabhavan with Presi- 
dent Ziaur Rahman in the chair. The Council directed the Department of 
Family Planning to motivate the people in family planning by organising 
lectures and documentary film shows on the subject in hate, bazare and 
educational institutions of the country. The meeting decided to consti- 
tute a cell in the Ministry of Health and Family Planning to monitor the 
motivational activities and to assist them with necessary materials. 

The meeting also decided to create more employment opportunities for 
women. A committee headed by the Chairman of Public Service Commission 
is examining the question of ensuring larger participation of women in 
Government and semi-Government offices and also in mills and factories. 
fhe Council directed the committee to immediately complete its report. 
[Excerpt [Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 30 Jul 80 p 1) 


MUSLIM LEAGUE LEADER--Hekim Irtezaur Rahman Khan, a social worker and 
Muslim League leader died of heart failure at the Institute of Post 
Graduate Medicine and Resea~ch (IPGMR) on Wednesday. He was the eldest 
son of late Shefaul Mulk Hekim Habibur Rahman Khan. He was 60. The 
Namaz-e Janaza of Hekim [rtezaur Rahman Khan was held at the Chowk Bazar 
mosque. He was buried at the Zaimpur graveyard in the evening. He left 
behind his wife, six sons and three daughters. Film actor Mehfuj is his 
eldest son. Mr Abdus Sabur Khan and Kazi Abdul Kader, President and 
General Secretary of Muslim League respectively in a joint statement on 
Wednesday condoled the death of Syed Irtezaur Rahman. [Text] [Dacca 
THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 31 Jul 80 p 3) 


HEALTH, FAMILY PLANNING--Mr A.M. Hyder Hussain, Secretary Population Con- 
trol and Family Planning Division, took over the charge of the office of 
the Secretary Ministry of Health and Population Control, on Wednesday 
according to a PID handout. Prof M. A. Haleem, Additional Secretary in 
charge of the Health Division of the Ministry of Health and Population 
Control has relinquished the charge of the office of the Additional 
Secretary in charge of the Health Division and taken over the charge of 
the Additional Secretary Ministrery Ministry of Health and Population 
Control. With this change both the Divisions of the Ministry of Health 
and Population Control have been brought under one Secretary. [as pub- 
lished) [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 31 Jul 80 p 12) 
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IRTEZNUR RAHMAN DEATH=-Hekim Irtezaur Rahman a noted politician and 
social worker was laid to rest at Agimpur graveyard on Wednesday, The 
Janaga and burial of Hekim Irtegaur Rahman was attended by a large num- 
ber of friends, admirers including Prime Minister Shah Agigur Rahman, 
ihe Qul Khwant of Hekim Shaheb will be held after Asar prayer on Satur- 
day (tomorrow) at his residence at 43, Hekim Habibur Rahman Road, 
[Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 1 Aug 80 p 5) 


PLANNING COMMISSION RBORGANIZATION=<The scheme for reorganising the 
Planning Commission was finalised at a high-level meeting on Monday 
with President Ziaur Rahman in the chair, reporte B55. Held at the 
Planning Commission the meeting wae attended, among others, by Dr M.N. 
Huda, Adviser to the President Major-General (Rtd) Majedul Huq, Minis- 
ter for Establishment, Dr Fasihuddin Mahtab Minister for Planning, 
members of the Planning Commission, Secretary of Statistics Division 
and other senior officials of concerned Ministry. The reorganisation 
acheme which will be implemented shortly is aimed at creating more 
executive machinery for implementation of the Second Five-Year Plan 
through restructuring, rationalising and atrengthening the Planning 
Commission. It also envisages the best utilisation of the existing 
manpower of the Commission to ensure maximum service with minimum 
increase in personnel. The reorganised set-up of the various Divi- 
sions of the Planning Ministry was also approved at the meeting. 
[Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 29 Jul 80 p 1) 


DEMOCRATIC FORCES UNI\Y--Leaders of different political parties at 4 
discussion meeting on Sunday called for unity of the democratic and 
progressive forces on the basis of a common minimum programme, says 
BSS. They criticised the present Government for ite political, eco- 
nomic, social and foreign policies and described it as an “autocratic” 
one. They also charged the Government of “trying to sell out the 
country to the imperialist forces and pushing the economy in the capi- 
talist line.” As a result, the leaders observed, economic condition 

of the people were getting worse every day swelling the rank of the 
destitutes and landless. Organised by the National Awami Party (Harun- 
Pankaj) in observance of the 23rd anniversary of founding of the party 
at the DDSA auditorium in the morning, the meeting was presided over by 
Choudhury Harunur Rashid chief of the Party. The discussion was par- 
ticipated among others by Maulana Abdur Rashid Tarkabagis chief of 
Gono Azadi League, Mr Moni Singh Chairman of the Communist Party of 
Bangladesh, Mr Abdur Razzak General Secretary of Awami League (Malek), 
Mr A.S.M. Abdur Rab of Samajtan trik Dal, Syed Altaf Hossain, chief 

of Jatiya Ekota Party, Mr Ashraf Ali of Jatiya Janata Party. [Text] 
[Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 29 Jul 80 p 3) 
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WEALTH MINISTRY ORGANI ZA, 'ON==Mr A.M, Hyder Hussain, Secretary Popula=- 
tien Control! and Pamily Planning Division, took over the charge of the 
oftfiee of the Secretary, Ministry of Health and Population Control, on 
Wednesday, it was learnt officially on Wednesday, Prof M. A. Haleen, 
Additional Secretary in-charge of the Wealth Division of the Ministry 
of Health ane Population Control, has relinquished the charge of the 
office of the Additional Seeretary in-charge of the Health Division 
and taken ov © the charge of the Additional Secretary, Ministry of 
Health an! opulation Control, With this change both the Divisions of 
the Ministry of Health and Population Control have been brought under 
one Secretary, [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 1 Aug 80 
p 3) 


WATER RESOURCES COUNCIL=-Bangladesh Nationalist Party has formed a "Water 
Resources Council” with Mr Jamiruddin Sirear, M.P. and member, National 
Standing Committee ae President, reports BSS. Mr Chatra Narayan Das has 
been made Vice-President and Dr M.K. Shelly will act as Member Secretary 
of the Couneil. The members of the Water Resources Council are: Mr Md 
tkramul Haque, Member, National Standing Committee, Mr Md Tariqul islam, 
MP, Mer Anieul lelam Mahmud, MP Mr Jahir Uddin Khan, MP Mr Ferdous Qureshi 
and Mr Firon Noon. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 

2 Aug 80 p 1) 


MALAYSIA TRAINING AlD=-Kuala Lumpur, Aug 1--Malaysia has agreed to pro- 
vide training facilities to Bangladesh police personnel, Home Affairs 
Minister Tan Srighagalik Shafie said here today, reports Reuter. He 
said that detaile of the training programme were to be worked out by 
officials of the two Governments. The request was made by the visit- 
ing Bangladesh inspector General of Police Mr A.B. M.G. Kibria, when he 
called on the Minister here today. Tan Sri Mohamed Hanief Omar, the 
Malayeian police chief was aleo present at the talks, which lasted over 
one hour. Mr Kibria flew in here last night for a five-day official 
vielt to Malayeia. This moming he met senior Malaysian police officers 
at the police headquarters where he was briefed on the administrative 
structure of the police network in Malayeia. Mr Kibria will also visit 
various police training establishments during his visit here. [Text] 
[Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 2 Aug 80 p 8) 
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INDLA 


EXAMINED 


"Negotiations with China") 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 31 Jul 80 p 8 
Article by Inder Malhotra: 


PROBLEMS IN RELATIONS WITH PRC 
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note by the (then viceroy about 
his reservations = concerning «the 
prewedures adopted by MeMahon 
at Sepia. recorded that ‘he omim 
soa of the Simla Convention from 
the 1927 edition of  Altchiton's 
Treavies might be maunaderstood. 
He 3 therefore —~ that the 
new ediuon of the book be dated 
1927 and all copies of the previous 
edition sll im ecirrculation be with. 


ane fgg. 000 Wah at 
SOPHISTICATED 


Twa then is the base of the 
charge of “forgery and “faking”. 
The Chinese are much too sophie 
teated not to koow that it does 
not take them very far. For once 
they start relying on Aitchison’ 
/reaties and &@ minute on vague 
veeregal doubts in 1914 — later 
withdrawn — about McMahon's 
methods at the Simla Conven- 
ton, they would not be able 49 
resect other Brush documents 
which Buttress the Indian case 
on the border not only in Aruna 
chal Pradesh but also wo Aksai 
cw. ° 


In any case, the two countries 
have moved far away from ‘egal 
quibbiing aver the border problem. 
“ee P Narasmba Rao has al- 
ready responded to Mr. Deng’s re- 
marks end outlined a constructive 
framework for further negotiations 
on the subect In New Delhi's 
view this exercise must gO on, Ir 
respecuve of any redherring 
might be drawn across the ‘Trail 
by anyone, wittingly or unwitting 
ly 

The incident over the Wang i> 
tervew « thus bewe Weated as 


closed though there is some con: 
cern over one aspect of it, Some 


ime in May thie year, the CPM 
MP. Mr. Jyoturmoy Bosu, wrote 
to Mr. Narasumba Reo drawing bw 
atiention © the nine-year-old arti. 
cle and the document mentioned 
in it. The foreign minwter sent him 
4 courteous reply  prormeing to 
look into the matter, As fer as 
can be ascertained, the contents 
of thw correspondence never found 
theif way iato print here. But Mr, 
Wang 0 Being evidentiy knew 
them in mud-June, 


A determination to -eaplore 
every posmble avenue to normale 
and improve relations with China, 
without prejudice to existing friend. 
ship, does not, ,mean that New 

hi is oblivious of the difficul- 
tes abead. The truculence that the 
Chinese bave disolayed over this 
country’s recognition of Ss 


The Chinese foreign office also 
kept the gew Indian Ambassador, 
Mr. K. S. Bajpai, waiting for pre- 
ee of credentials but not too 


TRANSITQRY 
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But there are other critical que 
hoes to wheh Chinese answers 
are sull unclear and will have to 
be clarified by Mr. Huang Mua 
On Bhutan. for instance, Mr 
Deng's posution is that China will 
deal with it on the basa of “five 

inciples” and that its special re 
ationship with India has “nothing 
to do with China.” Thu clearly 
is not good enough. 

For the Chinese have 
given several indicauons of ther 
genuine desire for better relation: 
with this country, the acid test of 
their sincerity will be their willing: 
ness to respect India's legitimate 
security interests south of the Hi- 
malayan crest just as they exnect 
it to honour their susceptibilines 
in regard to Tibet and Sinkiaog. 


What kind of the Chi- 
nese eventual! er remains to 
be seen But order that a mu- 


tually satisfactory meeting ground 
can be found it is necessary that 
the India-China dialogue should 
proceed unhindered by extraneous 
— or unwarranted imped)- 
men 


It w& for this reason that those 
responsible for the conduct of 
this — hay os are 
greatly ir a susta cam- 

the CPI and its allics 
against the move to mend fences 
Interestingly, unlike 


. Bot Indian friends of 
Moscow have been raucous 1 
thew noise against normalisation 
with China. 














INDIA 


SOVLET ORDERS PREVENT LEATHER INDUSTRY FAILURE 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 16 Aug 80 p 5 
[Article by Amitabh Sen} 


‘Text] The Soviet Union has emerged as a big buyer of finished Indian 
goat skin when the entire business with the western world has nearly 
stopped, But for the Soviet orders more thar half of the 20,000 odd 
tanneries around Calcutta would have closed down. 


industry circles say that the big Soviet buying has made it possible for 
the raw goat ekin price to remain at about Re 25 a piece. Considering 
the complete absence of any order from the western world, nobody would 
have bought this at even Re 10 a piece. 


While a few of the tanners, most of whom here had traditional business 
relations with the Soviet Union and the East European countries for 
decades, are acting as shippers, scores of emall tanneries and quite a 

few big ones are busy finishing the raw skins for them. Some of the modern 
tanneries, which were exporters of finished cow and buffalo skins only to 
the western countries, are surviving because of the Soviet order after the 
western importers suddenly cancelled all their orders following a demand 
recession in their countries. 


The tanners who built their entire business on the basis of orders from 
the western world are worried about the trend that no business is likely 
to be negotiated in the Paris fair in September. If that is so then they 
may have to go without any work, whatsoever, till next March when the 
European and American buyers place order for the coming winter. The 
Indian tanners hope that this being the election year in the US, the 

next incumbent to the President's post may take measures to revive the 
American buying from all over the world. That is the only hope for even 
the European economy to pick up. 


It is not only the finished goat skin export which has been stored up by 
the Soviet Union, a few other East European countries have helped to 
diversify the Indian leather goods industry and put it on a sound basis. 
For a number of years now, the Soviet Union has been buying shoe uppers 
from India. Hungary and Bulgaria are also placing substantial orders for 
shoe uppers now. 
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INDLA 


SOVLET=INDLAN VEHICLE PROJECT REPORTED STALLED 
Caleutta THE STATESMAN in English 20 Aug 80 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, Aug. 19.--A commercial vehicle project with Soviet 
collaboration failed to get off the ground even though it was cleared in 
1970 largely because of irregularities and of "“defalcation, misappropria- 
tion and misuse of public funds by and on behalf of its promoter-directors". 


This is understood to have been stated in a report of an inquiry made under 
the Companies Act, which has urged that the project be revived in the 
national interest, The report says that the project may be implemented 
after adopting measures necessary to ensure power management and efficient 
handling”. [as published] 


The project was launched in 1970 by Ineow Auto of Calcutta, which had 
acquired 150 acres at Sandilla in U.P. to construct a plant to make light 
commercial vehicles of one to two tons capacity in collaboration with 
Promosexport of Russia. 


All that has happened is that the Russians sent two prototypes of the 
vehicles that were exhibited all over the country about eight years ago. 
Representations made to the Government by the retrenched employees of the 
company have had no effect. 


The project has several interesting features. Its authorized capital of 
Rs 16 crores was raised from 4,800 emall shareholders. This is, there- 
fore, the first instance of collaboration of the Soviet Government through 
one of its firms with the private sector--possibly the first anywhere in 
the world. 


The report says that the Russians are still eager to execute the project 
and, after submitting the project, they agreed to reduce the collabora- 
tion fee from Re 7.5 lakhs to Re 6 lakhe. 


The report says that this is “probably the first instance, in this country, 
of a capital intensive, high-technology project being assigned to middle- 
c.ass entrepreneurs. So far, such projects have been in the exclusive 
domain of big business houses, controlling big finance.” 
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The project has failed to get started even though the “collaboration agree- 
ment has been signed in June 1971, elite selection and suitable land 
obtained on very favourable terma in 1973 and some construction work has 
been completed at the site, The U.P. Government has alao shown great 
interest in offering very attractive incentives and facilities", 


The inquiry has found that the project has great employment potential, 
Besides the employment of 3,500 to 4,000 people of all categories, 
anekilled, semi-skilled, ekilled and technical in the factory when produc- 
tion etarte, indirect employment potential rising every year will be of a 
very high order at the end of 10 years, There is scope for developing 
ancillary industries tocater to the project. 


The report saye that there ie still a demand for petrol-driven commercial 
vehicles and that a emall percentage can be exported to West Asia which 
is not affected by the of] crisis, 


Seeking the dismissal of the directors of the company, the report says 
that “there is a very strong family likeness between the figures of 
Maruti of fast increasing unsecured public loans, dealers’ deposits, bank 
loans and accumulated losses and those of this company during the period 
1971 to 1976 in the course of which there was practically no progress in 
the implementation of either of the two projects”. 


The report suggests that the Government should intervene statutorily and 
take over the management of the company under the Industries (Development 
and Regulation) Act. 


A recent official report estimated that there would be a shortage of 36,000 
light commercial vehicles by 1983-84, 
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DELEGATION CALLS ON GANDHI 


DPRK PARTY 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 30 Jul 80 p 10 
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INDIA 


GREATER EFFORTS NEEDED TO IMPROVE INDO-EEC TRADE 
Madras THE HINDU in English 30 Jul 80 p 5 


‘Article by Batuk Gathani: "Export Credibility Hit by ‘Briefcase 
Brigade'"’) 


|Text] With nearly 30 per cent of India's export trade with the Euro- 
pean Community, Indian observers here are naturally jubilant about the 
prospects and potential for expansion. To add to the high degree of 
expectations, the latest halfyearly figures even reveal a small trade 
surplus in India's favour. 


But this could be deceptive and naturally one cannot base long-range 
projections on what looks like a temporary statistical delight. 


the fact is that India's total export trade with the EEC is less than 
one per cent of the Community's total imports, depressing fact which 
reflects the inability of the Indian government and the business com- 
munity to make much headway in what is regarded as the world's most 
lucrative and sophisticated export market. 


For this, officials at the EEC headquarters blame the Indian business 
community rather than the tangled web of tariff barriers and the maze 
of quota restrictions on mundane items like textiles and garments. On 
both sides, officials agree that greater efforts are needed to improve 
the volume of the Indo-EEC trade. 


With nearly 13 per cent of its total exports to the East European 
nations (members of the Comecon), nearly half of India's exports are 
directed towards Europe. But in the European context, trade with India 
is insignificant. 


Indian businessmen expect the authorities in India and here to perform 
what an official at the EEC headquarters describes as "miracles," and 
“cushion” them all the way to the homes of their buyers in the Commun- 
ity countries. 
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Luropean businessmen and buyers have endless stories to tell about 
indian businesamen's guile and their inefficiency. The fact is that 
too many indian businessmen with meagre resources are trying to have 
a go at the export markets, Many of them, commonly known here as 
“members of the briefcase brigade” are essentially small businessmen 
doing Europe on "business-cum-pleasure" trips. In the process, they 
destroy their country's trading prospects and export credibility. 


Unless the Government of India can impose strict quality controls and 


ensure that only bona tide exporters with substantial resources under- 
take oversea: transactions, the prospects of India's trade volume 
increasing wo not look bright. 


On their part, officials at the Indian diplomatic mission are busy 
re=negotiating the Commercial Cooperation Agreement (CCA) which five 
years ago represented a landmark, not only for India and the EEC, 
but for other countries as well. 


For the European Community, this was the first cooperation agreement 

ever to be made with a country not in the club of associates. And, 

tive vears ago, it was different from the earlier trade agreements with 
say Argentina and Iran and went beyond the EEC pact with Yugoslavia. 

it then established the two vast land masses of India and Western 

Furope, with populations of over 250 million and 550 million respectively, 
as politically (though not economically) equal partners. 


[t was a declaration forwhich India fought doggedly against the reser- 
vations of many continental EEC ministers and officials because at the 
time it was signed India was still being regarded as Britain's former 
protege. 


The CCA set out the trade concessions which the EEC made to India, 
notably on tariff treatment of commodities where India is a leading 
supplier to Europe. 


Thus, tive years ago, the machinery for economic cooperation was laid 
down and Indians hoped that this would eventually lead to investment, 
aid and commodity collaboration. In a loose way this has materialised 
and there are tokens of Indo-EEC bilateral aid and technical agreements. 
But it lacks the real muscle power needed to expand the volume of trade 
and boost the investment programme. 

Massive Euro-dollar surpluses are looking for investment homes and, 
although these resources are owr - nembers of the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries ( ‘(th majority Arab participation, 
in the final analysis only the Euro on bankers and investment advisers 
decide where these funds are to be invested. The recycling of OPEC 
surpluses is a challenging task and if a way could be found via the CCA 
or some other joint Indo-European forum, to invest a portion of this 
capital in India, it would be a worthwhile effort. And this is what 
otficials at the EEC headquarters like to talk most about. 
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INDIA 


JAGUAR DEBATE SAID TO ACQUIRE POLITICAL OVERTONES 
Madras THE HINDU in English 27 Jul 80 p 3 
[Article by G. K. Reddy] 


[Text] A country like India, with its limited expertise and labyrinthine 
procedures for arms purchases, canbe taken for a ride by big powers engaged 
in cut-throat competition. Their high-power safes promotion, backed by 
political pressures and personal influences, can easily transform a 

buyer's market into a seller's paradise for dumping second-rate equip- 

ment at relatively high prices. 


The absence of in-built checks and balances in government hierarchy for 
first assessing the defence requirements, then evaluating the available 
weaponry and finally striking the best possible bargain can land a coun- 
try in serious difficulties in this cruel game of arms purchases. The 
attempt to make the best of a bad bargain, after the initial mistake 

of choosing the wrong equipment or agreeing to pay a higher price, can 
prove equally detrimental to a country's interests. 


It is wrong to proceed on the assumption that any big power is going to 
sell even obsolescent equipment at throw away prices without extracting 
political concessions. A country has to learn the hard way to resist 
such pressures by insulating the decision-making processes from extra- 
neous influences. 


But India has travelled a long way from the jeep scandal in 1948 to the 
Jaguar deal in 1978, although it will take many more years for the coun- 
try to master the art of arms purchases. A coterie of unscrupulous arms 
dealers in London, with high political contacts in India House, managed 
to sell some abandoned jeeps recovered from the Italian beaches as recon- 
ditioned equipment by simply repainting and shipping them in a hurry 
without proper inspection. The then Prime Minister, Nehru, stoutly 
defended the purchase since he did not want to publicly let down Krishna 
Menon, who bought these jeeps in all his innocence to meet the army's 
urgent needs during the Kashmir operations. 











here wae fo such compulsion to go through the Jaguar deal in a hurry 
1) years later, and the Government complied with all the established 
procedures before taking the decision, An impression is being created 
how by some interested persone that those in power during the Janata 
rule had entered into this deal on purely subjective considerations. 


Though the Government has every right to review the manufacturing part 

of the agreement because of the multiplier effect of the price escalation 
Clauses, the very fact of reconsideration is being misinterpreted ase a 
belated realisation that the country had made a big mistake in entering 
into this deal in the first place, 


it is conveniently forgotten that four successive Air Chiefs had preferred 
the Jaguar for the limited role for which it was being acquired to meet the 
country's operational requirements under sub-continental conditions. The 
attempt to take a fresh look at the collaboration part of the agreement 

for manufacturing the Jaguar under licence in India is mistaken for second 
thoughts on the very suitability of this aircraft. 


The Jaguar debate is acquiring political overtones that are overshadowing 
the technical aspects by giving the impression that a new set of inf luence- 
peddiare were trying to undo what an earlier set had done to clinch the 
deal in favour of British Aerospace. The deplorable absence of an informed 
public discussion on the relative merits of various types of aircraft 
required by the Indian Air Force for different roles has tended to 

focus attention on the alleged skulduggery on the part of the British 
manufacturers and their Indian contacts who influenced the Jaguar deci- 
sion, 


The Government iteelf has failed to keep up a proper distinction between 
the choice of the Jaguar as a deep penetration strike aircraft and its 
reluctance to proceed with the manufacturing programme. As a result 
there has been a lot of ill-informed criticism about the very choice of 
this aircraft for the role for which it has been chosen. 


The IAF requires three types of operational aircraft for maintaining its 
ait supremacy under subcontinental conditions. The MIG-21 which has been 
modified over the years serves as the main interceptor for ensuring air 
superiority over the operational zone. The next role of the Air Force is 
to provide tactical support to the ground troops which was hitherto per- 
formed by the Hunters, Gnate, Marute and Sukhois which are to be pro- 
gressively phased out by MI1G-23 that has been chosen after careful 
evaluation. 


"he deep penetration bombing role for attacking the enemy bases in the 

rear is to be accomplished by the Jaguars which are replacing the Canberras 
that have been the mainstay of the IAF for the last two and a half decades. 
The Jaguar deal provides for the outright purchase of 40 aircraft in fly 
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away cond tion, another 45 in subassemblies, and the manufacture of 80 
to 90 under licence for raising five to six operational squadrons with 
the necessary reserves, 


british Aserospace, which had originally loaned some aircraft from the 
RAF quota to meet India's more immediate requirements, has carried out 
some modifications in the version chosen by India to improve the engine 
performance by 2/ per cent. Lf the improved version of the Rolle Royce 
Adour Dash=55 engine is mated to the GTX unit developed by the Gas 
Turbine Research Establishment in Bangalore, the Jaguars can be further 
improved to vive thie twin-engined aircraft 40 per cent more thrust. 


The LAF Jaguars will also be equipped with a French navigational system 
modelled on the U.S. system, besides being fitted with French-built 
missiles. As a deep penetration aircraft capable of flying at supersonic 
speeds at almost tree top level it has the first strike capacity with its 
improved navigational and weapon aiming systems. It has also a lot of 
improvement potential through more advanced wing designs unlike its com- 
petitors which have more or less reached their optimum utilisation. 


In the recent NATO war games, the Jaguar maintained its supremacy in the 
deep penetration strike role over its principal European rival, the French- 
built Mirage-l. But the critics of the Jaguar contend that its plus 

points are more than off-set by minus factors which range from absence of 
adequate self-defence capability and limited range to vulnerability to 
easier detection because of greater infrared radiation caused by twin- 
engine emittance and limitation to the single role of deep penetration. 


The modifications made at India's request have pushed up the price from 
the earlier estimates of Rs 7.5 crores to nearly Rs 12 crores. The cost 
escalation would push up the unit price to more than Rs 20 crores if India 
manufactured them under Licence. 


The anti-Jaguar lobby has been arguing that, irrespective of the high 
coste, India could ill-afford the luxury of limiting nearly 180 aircraft 

to only a bombing role without the ability to use them for tactical support. 
Like the versatile Mirage-1 which can operate both at high and low alti- 
tudes as a bomber, interceptor and ground support aircraft, the next 
generation Mirage-2000, so the argument runs, will be able to surpass 

the performance of any comparable aircraft in its multi-role capability 

as 4 main front-line aircraft. 


The Jaguar enthusiasts, on the other hand, answer this versatility con- 
tention with the counterargument that no air force worth its salt would 
want to expose a highly expensive deep penetration aircraft to the hazards 
of ground fire by employing it on tactical missions under battle conditions. 
This job can be performed better by MIG-23 which India is acquiring from 
the Soviet Union. 








lhe Indian=built MiGe?1l costes only Re 2 crores with all the improvements 
incorporated in it and the price of MIG=23 which India proposes to first 
buy and then build under licence will be in the range of Re 5 crores, 

while a Mirage=-1 will be roughly double that price even if it is relatively 
cheaper than the Jaguars being built to Indian specifications. 


The Mirage-2000 is still under development and only five prototypes have 
so tar been flown by test pilote. A fully armed version of this aircraft, 
which ia designed to fire what is called stand-off missiles will not be 
ready for another two years and the production ia scheduled to start only 
in late 1982, It is bound to be much more expensive than the improved 
Jaguar because of the rapidly increasing development and production costes 
of the aircraft as well as the stand-off missile system, 


The main problem that India will have to face in switching over to 
Mirage-2000 by giving up the Jaguar manufacturing programme is what to 

do with the 14,000 workers of Hindustan Aircraft Limited who will be 
without any work until the factory is ready to embark on production of 
this new aircraft. HAL has been geared to start Jaguar manufacture in 1983 
and a lot of machinery has either been imported or ordered, the ncessary 
documentation purchased and agreements finalised for transfer of tech- 
nology and technical assistance during various stages of production. 


It will not be able to change over to Mirage-2000 till 1985-86 since the 
French manufacturers will take time to eliminate the bugs and standardise 
the production. After it has given up the manufacture of Ajit (Gnat) and 
HF=24 series, HAL activity is confined to production of Alouette and Chetak 
helicopters besides normal overhaul and maintenance of military and civil 
Aircraft, 


The final stages of the Jaguar negotiations during the Janata rule were 
marred by bitter Anglo-French rivalry to bag this big deal and the whole 
atmosphere was fouled by ugly rumours of shady attempts by interested 
middlemen with top political connections to influence the decision. The 
story went round that the same set of people were in touch with both the 
British and French firms to ensure their commission in either case. 


After Mr Charan Singh came to power, he initiated a secret probe into the 
deal which was conducted at two levels to find out whether these middle- 
men had made any money from this transaction. The then Defence Minister, 
Mr C. Subramaniam, asked his Scientific Adviser, Dr Raja Ramanna, and 
the Director of the National Aeronautical Laboratory, Dr Velluri, to look 
into the technical aspects of the decision. 


Both of them came to the conclusion that the decision was right taking 
all factors into consideration. The Intelligence Bureau, which investi- 
gated the accusations of graft could not lay its hands on any incriminat- 
ing evidence. The present Government also looked into all aspects of the 
Jaguar deal before Mrs Gandhi told Parliament in March last that there 
was nothing wrong with it. 
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lhe Jagua’ episode has also brought to light the absence of proper deci- 
sionemaking procedures in the Government, the accountability of those 
attempting to influence decisions of reopen agreements by those operat- 
ing behind the scenes, The exercise of political pressures in such situa- 
tions is not something peculiar to India, but there is need for properly 
inetitutionalised procedures in taking such decisions, 


A similar controversy has surrounded the submarine deal because of thie 
growing tendeney to attribute ulterior motives even when right decisions 
are taken by ‘he Government. But the German shipyard which has been cho- 
sen for this collaboration called for a fuller debate on the merite and 
demerits of the so-called silent submarines whether the mere vulnerability 
to detection by a noleter one was in iteelf a decisive factor for ruling 
it out, since in modern naval warfare greater emphasis is Laid on more 
sophisticated Sonar equipment for sensing the enemy movements at a longer 
distance than suppressing one's own engine noise. 


There has been no explanation from the Government side why it had suddenly 
cancelled the order for the remaining eight Sea Harriers for the Vikrant 
after ordering the firet eight, despite the pleas of the naval headquar- 
ters that it would need a total of at least 16 to keep eight on board the 
aircraft-carrier in an operational condition. 


Apart from keeping Parliament and the people better informed of such 
defence transactions, the Government has to evolve proper political, 
bureaucratic and service procedures for processing and finalising 
them, 


The recent Soviet arms deal, involving the acquisition of T-72 tanks, MIG-23 
aircraft, AN-32 transport planes, missiles for frigates, armoured 

vehicles and other equipment, has had adverse publicity abroad largely 
because of the Government's failure to explain why India had gone for it. 


The Soviet pricing system, which is partly political and partly commercial 
has enabled India to acquire this equipment at less than half the prevail- 
ing prices in the west on a 17-year loan at a nominal 2-1/2 per cent 
interest. It is almost a throw away price and India had no reason to 
reject the offer and pay twice the amount in hard cash for getting the 
same equipment from western sources, 


The comfortable foreign exchange position of the past few years has 

also bred a degree of complacency among those who have been pressing 

for greater diversification in defence purchases little realising that the 
country is entering an era of shortage again. 


There is no individual or institution in the Government to take an over- 
view of all these factors and put the country's defence commitments in 
their proper perspective. And unless the decision-making processes are 
streamlined with a well-defined responsibility prescribed at various 
levels, the country will get into the habit of smelling something sinster 
behind every deal and suspecting the bonafides of all those in pivotal 
positions. 
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REPORT DETAILS EMIGRATLON OF TECHNOCRATS 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 20 Aug 80 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, Aug. 19.--Selentific and technical personnel going 
abroad now outnumber doctors. A few years ago, as many as 50,000 doctors 
were serving abroad. But, according to the official figures available on 
January 1, 1980, a total of 22,320 persons were enrolled in the Indians 
abroad section of the national register, Of these, 5,203 were engineers 
and technicians, 3,744 ecientists, 2,209 doctors and 11,164 social sci- 
entiste and others. 


The USA accounts for 37% of those registered in scientific and technical 
fields, the U.K. 35%, Germany 8.72% Canada 6.1% and other European coun- 
tries 7.62%. 


Of those who have chosen not to return to India, 53.8% live in the USA, 
49.1% in the U.K., 51.4% in West Germany, 61.4% in Canada, and 41.4% in 
other European countries. They include 7,422 scientists, 1,305 techni- 
cians, 8,457 engineers and 4,510 doctors. 


Among the steps taken by the Government to get Indian scientists and 
engineers to return to India is the creation of a Scientists’ Pool. So 
far 9,889 have been selected to the pool and of these 5,570 have returned 
to India. 


In the initial stages trained Indian personnel went only to the USA, 
Canada, the U.K. and Continental Burope. In recent years, however, there 
has been a large exodus of Indians to the oil-rich countries of West 

Asia and Africa. But, because of the instability in Iran, there is a 
renewed exodus to the West. 


The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research has been maintaining a 
national register of scientists and technical personnel of India since 
1948. It was, however, decided in 1957 to open a special section-- 
Indians abroad section--for enrolment of Indian scientific and technical 
personnel, who had been abroad in 1957 or later for study, training or 
employment. [as published] 


Since enrolment is voluntary, the CSIR believes that the exact figure of 
people abroad will be much higher. A multiplying factor of two will, 
perhaps, be considered realistic, they say. 
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INDIA 


UNLON FINANCE MINISTER SPEAKS IN LOK SABHA DEBATE 
Madras THE HINDU in English 31 Jul 80 p 9 
[Text] New Delhi, July 30. 


The Union Finance Minister Mr R. Venkatraman today sought to dispel 
fears of the price spiral continuing unabated and claimed that the price 
rise would not be so high or so fast hereafter as it had been in recent 
weeks. It had levelled off and reached a plateau, he said. 


Mr Venkatraman, who was replying to the debate on the Finance Bill in 
the Lok Sabha, said that the prices had risen to the extent warranted 
by the increase in petroleum prices announced by the Government. Prices 
would not increase further. If the situation warranted, the Government 
would use the "stick" to deal with it he added. 


Favourable Outlook 


Decrying attempts of some people to paint a gloomy picture of the 
economy, Mr Venkatraman contended that the outlook was not only not 
bleak but so good and favourable for investment and production to pick 


up. 


The Finance Minister also hinted at strong action to deal with the prob- 
lem of black money and said: "If the House will support, preventive 
detention will be used for this purpose." He would not rule out dras- 
tic remedies suggested during the debate like demonetisation and issue 
of bonds to convert black into white money, but felt that these had to 
be examined carefully in the light of their possible repercussions on 
the society. 


In his opinion these measures were fraught with serious consequences. 
Demonetieation, for instance, would lead to chaos and shake the con- 
fidence of the people in currency, while the issue of bonds would create 
an impression that one could go on making black money and convert into 
white some day. 


"At the moment I am telling the House that I am seized of this matter 
and I shall try to do the best I can in the circumstances. It is not 
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possible to take the House or anyone into confidence as to what measures 
| propose to take, | am fully conscious of the impact of black money 

on the economy, Many people think that black money isa held in gold, 
silver or currency notes, Only comparatively ill-informed people do 

so, More informed and better clasa of black money people keep it in 
such 4 way that no one knows, 


"They invest in commodities which are easily saleable. And wherever 
there was shortage the black money rushes, One way to handle this is 
to take drastic action and if the House will support, preventive deten- 
tion will be used for this purpose," Mr Venkatraman said. 


Corrective Action 


The Finance Minister was quite forceful in rebutting the criticism by 
Opposition members in respect of the price situation. He disagreed with 
the view of the critics, based on the experience of last year that the 
deficit in the current year would increase to Rs 3,000 crores from 

Rs 1,400 crores estimated in the budget and the prices would rise by 

30 per cent by the end of the year. 


Mr Venkatraman contended that the analogy of the previous Government 
did not hold good because the then Finance Minister did not take any 
corrective action when things went wrong. "But, I intend to take cor- 
rective action as and when the situation calls for it” he said. 


Analysing the present situation, Mr Venkatraman said that the price 

spiral was accounted for mainly by three items, namely petroleum 

products, gur and edible oil. The first item accounted for an increase , 
of 37.4 per cent and the second for 24.9 per cent. In all other com- 

modities the price rise was 10.4 per cent only. 


According to him, those who talked of price level rishing unabated 
wanted to create a psychology of scarcity and to profit by it. He also 
felt that some newspapers, run by big business, were interested in 
creating this kind of psychology so that they could profiteer. The 
only way to deal with this was to use the "stick," he added. 


He dispelled the impression that everything was going wrong. In this 
context, he prided himself as being lucky in that the economic situation 
which was bleak when he took over as Finance Minister had now turned for 
the better. The agricultural prospect this year would be the best in 
recent years thanks to a good monsoon and except in one or two States 
there would be no power cut at all. If, with all these favourable fac- 
tors, the industry was unable to produce, they had to blame only them- 
selves, he added. 


Mr Venkatraman said that the concessions given in the budget would place 
in the hands of the people Rs 84 crores and he hoped that this would be 
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reflected in improved purchasing power which in turn would promote 
investment, He could not understand representatives of industry pro- 
testing against the benefits provided through tax holiday, investment 
allowance, etc, "If this is not an incentive, I am afraid they do not 
know what incentive is, he remarked, 


The Finance Minister justified the concessions given to the private sec- 
tor on the ground that in a mixed economy the private sector was entitled 
to benefits from the Government to enable it to contribute its share to 
the total national wealth. To the extent these benefits were denied, 

the total national wealth would get reduced, He therefore, contended 
that the concessions given to the private sector was in the national 


interest. 
Mr Venkataraman we ‘timistic that a five per cent growth rate in GNP 
would be achieved ne current year even on the basis of increase in 


plan size by Re 2,000 crores. The Government hoped to rely on fuller 
utilisation of existing capacity to achieve this target. 


The Minister defended the budget proposal regarding interest tax and 
said this would help industry use their resources with utmost economy. 
By making it difficult for the industry to invest on unnecessary things, 
this measure would reduce liquidity and thereby help control inflation. 


Mr Venkatraman also rebutted the criticism levelled against the Govern- 

ment that a lower import duty had been levied on the illfated Pitts air- 
craft. He said the duty was computed on the basis of an effective rate 

of 3 per cent, which had been notified by the Janata Government in 

July 1977. 


He later informed the House, in reply to a query from Mr Satish Agarwal, 
who was Minister of State for Finance in the Janata Government that the 
effective rate of 3 per cent had prevailed for a number of years before 
1977. 


Mr Venkatraman said that he had received representations from a number 
of State Governments and workers unions that the excise duty relief 
provided for unbranded beedi had been abused and had worked to the de- 
triment of the poorer sections. He favoured rectifying this and hinted 
that this would be done later. 
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INDIA 


STATE LABOR MINISTERS’ CONFERENCE SESSION REVIEWED 
Macias THE HINDU in English 30 Jul 80 p 8 


[Article by Nitish Chakravarty: "Visible Earnestness To Improve Indus- 
trial Relations" |] 


[Text] No spectacular results were produced by the 3lst session of the 
State Labour Ministers’ Conference held in Delhi last week but its de- 
liberations included some of the basic issues which have a bearing on 
the industrial relations climate in the country. The conference had a 
lengthy agenda and the Union Labour Ministry produced a mountain of 
papers for the perusal of the participating State Ministers. The one 
issue that dominated the deliberations was how to improve the chaotic 
state of labour-management relations. 


Plain Speaking 


The Prime Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi, did some plain-speaking at the 
conference. She did not put the blame either on labour or management 
for the current state of affairs; she was equally forthright in criti- 
cising what she called the intransigence of employers and the irrespon- 
sibility of labour. The need of the hour, she stressed, was to place 
national interests above sectional considerations. 


Mrs Gandhi's speech did not bristle with statistics as was the case when 
earlier this month she spoke to the trade union leaders, but she did 
drive home the point that unless a certain measure of restraint was ob- 
served on both sides, the country could not get out of the low-production 
high price-trap.” 


With the perspective set clear by the Prime Minister, there was no room 
for confusion regarding the objectives at the conference. At the in- 

stance of the Labour Ministry the State Ministers steered clear of some 
of the controversial issues which had fouled the atmosphere in the past. 


The Labour Minister had obviously learnt from experience, for the attempts 


made during the Janata Party's rule to make radical changes in the indus- 
trial relations laws in one go had triggered an unpleasnt controversy and 


56 








eventually prevented any change. Under the present dispensation the 
Labour Ministry ta following a piece by piece approach. 


The comprehensive "Industrial Relations Bill," which was drawn up in 
1978 at the inatance and under the stewardship of the former Labour 
Ministry, Mr Ravindra Varma, was supposed to be a substitute for three 
existing lawa: the Industrial Disputes Act 1947, the Industrial Employ- 
ment (Standing Orders) Act 1946, and the Trade Unions Act, 1926. All 
sections of trade union leaders including those friendly to the Janata 
Government were unanimous in their condemnation of the legislation pro- 
posed by Mr Varma. Many of them called it a black bill and said it 
made the severest attack on the rights of workers. 


they were irked by the fetters which the then Labour Minister proposed 
on the right to strike and the provision he wanted to enact making pre- 
strike ballots compulsory. Provisions relating to the recognition of 
trade unions, the procedure for the selection of the bargaining agent 
and the rights of the agent vis-a-vis other unions, the resolution of 
industrial disputes, the machinery and procedure for the resolution of 
disputes in public utility or essential services, the rights and privi- 
leges; of trade unions and fair and unfair practices also provoked the 
wrath of trade unionists. 


Trade Unions’ Complaint 


In fact the very manner in which Mr Ravindra Varma had drawn up the bill 
without proper consultation with the interests concerned was resented 

by many people. Trade union leaders complained that they did not have 
an opportunity to discuss the various provisions of the bill with the 
Government before it was drawn up, although it was a normal practice 

to hold prior consultations on all such matters. The Opposition to 

the bill was so strong that even if it could with difficulty be intro- 
duced in the Lok Sabha, the Government did not even attempt to bring“ 
it up before the Upper House. 


In view of the sad experience of the Janata Government in trying to 
bring about an omnibus legislative measure to change the industrial 
relations law, the Congress (1) Government from the very beginning 
has been cautious. Mr J. B. Patnaik who held the Labour portfolio 
until he shifted to Orissa, as well as Mr T. Anjiah, the new Labour 
Minister, have made it clear that the Government will deal first with 
those issues which brook no delay and attempt a bigger change later. 
Bonus, for instance, is an issue which needs to be settled immediately 
and a bill on the subject is on the anvil. This is expected to end 
the uncertainty about this vital issue. 


Last week's conference dealt with issues like the redefinitions of the 

terms “appropriate Government" "industry" and "wages," which have a major 
bearing on industrial relations. Then there were the provisions concern- 
ine the powers of the conciliation machinery, closure, lay-off and powers 
of labour courts/tribunals, etc. These are among the least controversial 
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of issues and naturally the Labour Ministers’ Conference was, by and 
large, of one opinion on them all, 


Definition of 'Wages' 


The need for redefining terms like "industry" and "wages" is being felt 
for a long time, for opinion varies on the inclusion of hospitals, edu- 
cational and charitable institutions, research institutes, clubs, etc., 
within the definition. The ill-fated bill drawn up by the Janata 
Government ha proposed the exclusion of hospitals, charitable and 
social and philantrophic services from the definition of "industry." 
The Labour Ministers generally agreed with the definition. Likewise, 
they felt "wages" should include commissions paid to certain categories 
of employees like deposit collectors in banks and insurance companies 
as well as sales promotion employees. 


The definition of "workman" in terms of the Industrial Disputes Act 

has become outdated, for it prescribes a wage limit of Rs 500 per month 
for supervisory staff. Everyone realises that the amount of Rs 500 has 
become unrealistic in today's inflationary conditions, and already 
Maharashtra and West Bengal have raised the ceiling to Rs 1,000 a 

month. The U.P. Government also proposes to do so. Hence in the new 
definition of workman or employee, supervisory personnel drawing Rs 1,000 
will be included as was proposed in the earlier bill. 


The conference was also in favour of raising the membership fee of a 
trade union to Rs 1 from the present 25 paise. Another important 
change recommended was that, for purposes of registration, a trade 
union should have at least 100 members or 10 per cent of the total 
work force of an establishment whichever is less. Both these 

are on the pattern of the provisions of the 1978 Bill. The conference 
proposed an amendment to the Standing Orders Act to provide for the 
payment of a subsistence allowance and adoption of more favourable 
provisions of model standing orders. 


Other suggestions made at the conference included incorporation of a 
new provision for the coverage of agricultural and rural workers, 
reference of inter-union and intra-union disputes to a labour court or 
industrial court and reduction in the limit of outsiders in the execu- 
tive of a registered trade union. In a country where trade unionism is 
closely linked with political activity, how far it would be practicable 
to bar "outsiders" from trade union organisations remains to be seen, 
but soon there might be a law reducing the total number of non-workers 
in the executive of a trade union to one-fourth of the total. 


The question of workers’ participation in management found favour with 


the Labour Ministers. A scheme for this was drawn up during the Emer- 
gency but when the Janata Government came to power it set up a 21l-member 
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committee to go into it de novo. The State Labour Ministers' confer- 
ence last week endorsed the proposals made by the committee which had 
so far been put in cold storage. The need for making adequate arrange- 
ments to educate workers to enable them to play their role in partici- 
pative forums was considered essential. There was, however, no unanim- 
{ty on the mechanism of selection of workers' representatives for the 
participative forums, some favouring nomination by the recognised union 
and others a secret ballot, 


Uniform Laws 


.kewise unanimity eluded the conference on the question of uniform 

bour laws for all States. It was decided that the States should be 

eft free to amend the existing laws to suit their individual needs. 
he conference wanted minimum wages to be fixed above the poverty line, 
setter safety and welfare measures including the progressive elimina- 
tion of child labour, amendment of the Payment of Gratuity Act, quick 
recovery of provident fund and Employees’ State Insurance Corporation 
dues, and amendment of the Contract Labour (Regulation and Abolition) 
Act. 


The Labour Ministry hopes to introduce suitable amendments to the exist- 
ing laws to give shape to the various recommendations of the Labour 
Ministers as soon as possible. Another step it proposes to take is 

the introduction of tripartite bodies for major industries to resolve 
disputes. A measure of earnestness is visible in the efforts that the 
Labour Ministry has mounted to deal with the problem of industrial 
relations. The success of its efforts depends on the cooperation it 
can secure from the trade unions. 
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INDIA 


GANDHI FEARS RE-EMERGENCE OF CASTEISM 
Madras THE HINDU in English 30 Jul 80 p 16 


[Text] New Delhi, July 29. The Prime Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi, today 
expressed concern at the re-emergence of parochial, linguistic, caste 
and tribal tendencies in the country. 


[naugurating the fourth annual conference of the Kamaraj Foundation of 
India, she said a State or community could prosper only if the country 
was strong. 


There was no conflict between one's loyalty to a group or community, 
State or religion, and the larger loyalty to the country. Kamaraj's 
life had proved this. 


She pointed out that Kamaraj considered himself "100 per cent Tamilian" 
but his loyalty to Tamil Nadu did not interfere in any way or lessened 
his loyalty to the nation. This was a lesson that everyone should learn 
from his life. 


In an obvious reference to the Foundation President, Mr Neelalohithadas's 
observation earlier, that during Kamaraj's presidentship of the Congress 
two Prime Ministers were chosen, Mrs Gandhi said it was not correct to 
say that anybody in this country made a Prime Minister. The people 
could support any one, but ultimately "‘t is the people and the party 
that makes or chooses a leader." 


Mrs Gandhi said Kamaraj was neither fluent in English nor did he know 
Hindi. But this was not an obstacle to his becoming an outstanding 
national leader and a competent Chief Minister. 


No Differences on Policies 


Mrs Gandhi said her differences with Kamaraj were not on policies or 
ideology, but because of his "loyalty to certain people in the party." 


At one time, the Prime Minister said, Kamaraj feared that the Congress 
might be weakened if they did not take "these people with them." Thus, 
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there wae disaésfreehent between them, hut afte some time, Mra Landhi 
said, Kamara) realised that his apprehensions were fot warranted, 


Kamara) tried hard to bring 411 people into the Congress during the 
\aet dave of Khie life, When he found that others were not willing to 
. he decided “he would come himseli wit waiting for others.” 
Mut he took til by then and died, 


f “ 


Mre Gandhi said Kamara| was “a pillar of atrength to the country to the 
part and to the personally _ 


The real and lasting way te cherish his memory would be to work for the 
ideale to whieh he had devoted hie Life.=<<UNI and PTI, 


7) 20 
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INDLA 


REHABILITATION MINISTRY ISSUES 1979-80 REPORT 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 30 Jul 80 p 3 


|Text) With lease than two years left for the expiry of the Indo-Sri 
Lanka agreements on repatriation of people of Indian origin, only a 
little over half of them have reached Indie so far reports UNI. 


According to the agreements a total of 600,000 Indian inhabitants 
alongwith those born to them in the period are to be repatriated over 
a period of 1? years up to 1981-82. But official figures show only 
130,000 lakh people reached India till the end of 1979-80. 


The first agreement for the repatriation of 525,000 people of Indian 
origin was signed in 1964. The second signed in 1974 stipulated repa- 
triation of 75,000 people. 


Actual repatriation started six years after the signing of the first 
agreement as the completion of formalities in this connection took a 
long time. 


The 1979-80 report of the Ministry of Supply and Rehabilitation does 
not explain the tardiness. 


fhe report says that about 8,000 of the 64562 Tibetan refugees, who 
came to India in 1959 are still to be settled. 


The unsettled Tibetans scattered over the Himalayan ranges from Ladakh 
to Arunachal Pradesh are employed as casual labour in various develop- 
ment projects. 


Chhamb DPs 


People displaced from Chhamb in Jammu and Kashmir following the 1971 war 
have all been resettled. 


Rehabilitation of displaced persons in camps in Rajasthan has suffered 
a setback. 
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‘he State Government has raised “important policy issues’ like the pay- 
ment for the land to be allotted to the diaplaced persona in the Rajas-~- 
than Canal area and intereatate Liabilities in the event of non-repayment 
of loans by the displaced persona, 


Of the 25 campa set up there 12 have been disbanded following rehabili- 
tation of ite inmates, 


About 430 families of refugees from Bangladesh are proposed to be settled 
in Bangladesh are proposed to be settled in Maharashtra Karnataka 
Uttar Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh during the current financial year, 


hese are among the 111,000 persons who migrated between January 1964 
ind March 19/1, 


These families have been classed as new migrants’ as distinguished from 
the ‘old migrants’ who had come to India up to March 1958. 
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New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Jul 80 p 5 
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INDIA 


INDUSTRY MINISTER FORESEES PRODUCTION GROWTH 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 1 Aug 80 p 5 


Text) It is possible to achieve a 10 per cent rate of growth of indus- 
trial production in 1980-81 by utilising existing capacity, Minister of 
State for Industry Charanjit Chanana told the Rajya Sabha on Thursday. 


Answering a question raised by Mr K.L.N. Prasad (Congress-1), the 
Minister said some important steps had been taken to optimise capacity 
utilisation. 


These included import of critical raw materials/inputs like non-ferrous 
metals, edible oils, basic chemicals etc, and also the improving of 
labour-management relations. 


Answering a supplementary put by Mr N.K.P. Salve (Congress-I), Mr 
Chanana clarified that there were no fiscal or monetary constraints in 
the way of the revival of the core sector of the economy. 


He said additional capacities will be recognised by Government on a 
selective basis in those industries Government regards as important 
for the economy, or those engaged in production of articles of mass 
consumption in which the licensed capacity is not considered adequate. 


Automatic growth will also be permitted in some industries, he said. 
Technology would be imported for purposes of modernisation and upgrada- 
tion, he added. Countries from which technology was being chiefly im- 


ported are UK, USA, Japan, FRG, GDR, Italy, France, Switzerland and 
Netherlands. 
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INDIA 


ENGINEERING COUNCIL TO EXCEED EXPORT TARGET 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 20 Aug 80 p 5 
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GOVERNMENT FORMULATING NEW POPULATION POLICY 
Madras THE HINDU in English 19 Aug 80 p 8 


‘Article by B. S. Padmanabhan) 


[Text | NATIONAL population policy. This policy should set at rest 
setting out the goals and the fears voiced by the Opposition parties 


strategy to be adopted to check the eve of the last ' *lections 
the baby boom is under formula- the Geom = 


the 
tion. but the Government has would mean going beck to the days of 
given enough indication that there will  vompuisorv sterilisation. The _—— if) 
be no return to compulsion which had leaders evxiently have come to the con- 
marked the implementation of the family clusion that compulsion will be 
planning programme during 1975-76 counterproductive. 
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INDIA 


INFORMATION MINISTER OPENS EDITORS’ CONFERENCE 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 18 Aug 80 p 5 
[Text] New Delhi, August 17 (UNI). 


The Union information and broadcasting minister, Mr. Vasant Sathe, 
today made it clear to newspaper editors that freedom of press did 
not mean "licence” to them to publish anything, ignoring the larger 
national interests. 


Addressing the annual meeting of the All-India Newspaper Editors' Con- 
ference, Mr. Sathe said the government and the press were “part of the same 
family" and the newspapers along with the government had a key role in 
ensuring that the country's hard won freedom remained intact. 


Referring to the disturbances in Moradabad and elsewhere, he pleaded for 
restraint on the part of newspapers in reporting the incidents. They 
should be objective and avoid sensationalising the incidents. In their 
hurry to catch the deadline they should not ignore facts. "It is for you 
to pour oil or water on the fire," he said. 


He would like the latter so that disaffection against authority did not 
spread. 


Mr. Sathe said he was not prepared to accept that the newspapers’ job 

was only to report events and it was for the government to deal with such 
disturbances. In the name of freedom the press could not get a licence to 
fan troubled situations. "Such a freedom is against the interests of the 
nation. It is anti-national and on such things I am not willing to com 
promise,” Mr. Sathe said. 


The minister appealed to the editors not to oversimplify the Moradabad 
incidents by blaming the police or anybody else. People with vision could 
clearly see that there was a tremendous under-current of volcanic murmur 
going on in the country today. If it was not taken care of in time, it 
might erupt, endangering the whole freedom and existence. 











Mr. Sathe said the incidents at Moradabad and elsewhere could not be ignored 
as just accidental events. "Tl have a feeling there is some design behind 
them’, 


Otherwise, Mr, Sathe asked, how could anybody explain small incidents 
taking a toll of so many innocent lives, It was not a clash between rival 
communities. The first shot was fired at the police itself. This was a 
shallenge to authority which was far more dangerous. In such an atmosphere 
the newspapers had a vital role to play in seeing that disaffecting against 
authority did not spread, 


Censorship Opposed 


The government, Mr. Sathe said, was totally against censorship. But that 
meant that the responsibility of newspapers grew in equal proportion. A 
stitch in time saved nine and the newspapers should help the government in 
jlealing with such eruptions. 


Many a time, Mr. Sathe said, he had noticed that, while certain reports 
were highlighted on the front page with huge banner headlines, contradic- 
tions issued by the authorities were largely ignored by the newspapers. If 
at all they were published, they found a place in an insignificant corner 
of the paper. 


Pleading for a national perspective on these matters, Mr. Sathe sought the 
cooperation of the fourth estate in promoting friendly relations with 
neighbou ‘ng countries like Pakistan and Bangladesh. The government was 
thinking f encouraging exchanges of delegations of writers, journalists 
and cultural teams with these countries. 


Referring to the demand for codification of the privileges of journalists, 
Mr. Sathe said it might not be possible now. He assured the small and 
medium newspapers that the government was keen to protect their interests. 
If they had any specific problems, he was willing to look into them. 
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INDIA 


GOVERNMENT DUTY TOWARD PRESS UNL “LINED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 19 Aug 80 p 8 
(Editorial } 


[Text] Mr. Vasant Sathe's advice to newspaper editors to show restraint 

in reporting violent disturbances of the kind that are even now taking 
place was in a sense redundant. Only the day before he made his remarks 

at the annual meeting of the All-India Newspaper Editors’ Conference, 
participants in the conference themselves resolved unanimously to practise 
self-restraint in the matter, In the resolution they adopted, they put 
reportage and comment on the subject in the appropriate social context. 
These should be free, accurate and balanced, that is a universal princi- 
ple. But precisely because ours is a volatile society rapidly modernising, 
breaching that principle can have far worse consequences that flouting 

it would probably have in relatively more stable, homogeneous and organised 
set-ups. Acting freely and responsibly is, however, not the sole con- 

cern of the press: the government must actively help it to do so. The 
AINEC resolution, for instance, says that casualty figures should be pub- 
plished only when they have been as thoroughly verified as possible and 
that the source(s) from which they have been obtained must also be stated. 
Fair enough; self-evident in fact. Yet, this means that official figures 
must be put out fast, not in the present leisurely fashion which encourages, 
even drives, reporters to seek them elsewhere. And they must be accurate, 
if they and the papers which publish them are to be believed. Too often, 
as recently in the Mandai massacre in Tripura, there is a wide gap between 
the official count, which is usually conservative, and the unofficial one, 
which could often be exaggerated. At such times, when rumour is rife, the 
truth, instantly disseminated, would do much to restore public faith in the 
bona fides of authority. 


Mr. Sathe's comments, which also followed similar ones by Mr. Zail Singh 
made on the previous day. would have gone well and truly home had they 
zeroed in on those newspapers, usually parochial rags in the regional 
languages (and Urdu), which are blatantly inflammatory even though the 
first need is to douse the flames of senseless mob passion. It is such 
papers, if they can be dignified by being so described, that flout every 








every professional and social rule and pervert freedom into licence. By 
tarrin. all newspapers indiscriminately with the same brush, Mr. Sathe 
has needlessly widened the opposition to his remarks. His categorical 
rejection of censorship as a possible solution is reassuring. For while 
the deliberate irresponsibility of professionally disreputable organs, 
especially in a time of turmoil, must be curbed, this is best done through 
professional bodies. Consorship may initially be defended as designed 
only to deal with such brazenly provocative journals, but once the execu- 
tive is given the power to censor, there is no guarantee it will not mis- 
use it. The same thing applies to journalistic codes of behaviour. If 
there are to be such things, they should be only broad guidelines, not 
rigid rules that must be punitively enforced. And even these are best 
drawn up by professional groups representing every shade and rank of 
opinion, The government must stay out. 
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PRESS COMMISSION TERMS 'WITHOUT CONSTRUCTIVE FOCUS' 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 28 Jul 80 p 8 
[Editorial: "Press Commission"] 


Text Ir the terms of the Second “Ownership patterns, manage- absence, the © Commission, 
| | Press am did not go ment practices and financial which is based in New Delhi, 
far enough (as Mr Vasant Structures’, suggesting that is likely to be even more vul- 

Sathe claimed}, those of the the present pattern is damag nerable to official suggestions. 

resent one are so wide as to ing to “growth. editorial inde- This suspicion is strengthened 

without any constructive Dendence and professional in- by the emphasis laid on the 
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INDIA 


INFORMATION MINISTER OPENS URDU CONFERENCE 
Caleutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 17 Aug 80 p 7 


Text) Chandigarh, Aug. 16.--Opening a two-day all-India Urdu conference 
here this morning, Mr Vasant Sathe, Union Information and Broadcasting 
Minister, made a strong plea for promotion of communal harmony and national 
unity through Urdu. Such a movement should start from the Chandigarh con- 
ference itself, he suggested. 


The Union Minister referred to the recent riote at Moradabad, Delhi and 
elsewhere and said that the innocent always lost their lives in such inci- 
lentes. While he was against over-reaction by the police he suggested that 
me should go into the root cause of such incidents. Why should a emall 
neident like an animal straying into a crowd lead to loss of so many 
lives? Were their people looking for such an opportunity to create riots? 
‘ae published) He said that the common citizen "did not cause such condi- 
tions”. Only “anti-social elements" looked for such opportunities. 


He suggested that Urdu cculd be promoted better if the big barrier of 
script could be overcome. In his view Devnagari would be used more 
effectively to promote Urdu. If Devnagari could be used to write all 
languages in the country, it would help the cause of national unity. The 
need for a common script was felt earlier too. It was found thet the 
Roman script could not be effective in writing different Indian languages. 
Use of the Devnagari script would make it easier to learn other languages. 


Mr Sathe talked of the contribution of Urdu for the preservation of Indian 
culture and the freedom movement. He said that it would embody the best 
of languages if it came in contact with and still retained its vigorous 
Indian character. Intellectuals of all communities had used this language 
to express themselves. About 28 million people spoke it according to the 
last census. 


Urdu enjoyed a pride of piace on AIR and TV. Programmes had been intro- 
duced by the Nagpur station of AIR. The Government of 'ndia was aware 

of the question of keeping the language alive and had provided facilities 
for the purpose. 


75 








a | 6 : ye eae : ' sat het oT i nand i if is wii j te ,igdeu oOveTl ti 
inaugurat ii ait hierenmesr tvanized by Kala Darpan, said that the 
irdu language ‘ wdermmilsed to Keep pace with seLlence and technol 


Oxy, rdu should . adapt iteelf to the needs of contemporary technol- 


ogy, lt did not belong to any geceraphical or religious group and had 
traveil.ied a, iniverse 


Mr Harcharan Sin | ila, Punjab'’s Education Miniater, felt that teach- 
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INDIA 


SINGH BROADCASTS MESSAGE TO ARMED FORCES 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 16 Aug 80 p 5 


(Text) Minister of State for Defence C P N Singh sa'd in New Delhi on 
Friday that the role of the armed forces in India was for the mainte- 
nance of peace rather than war, reports UNI, 


in @ message broadcast in Hindi to the officers and men of the three 
services, he asked them to be prepared to face with determination any 
pressure or aggression on the country's borders. 


The Minister pointed out that the unity and security of the country had 
been threatened several times in the past but the aggressors could not 
succeed in their designe because of the valour and tenacity of the troops. 
Their high quality of training leadership and discipline had always helped 
in repuleing these attacks. “We are proud of you, he said. [as published] 


Mr Singh said he realised under what different conditions the officers and 
men of the armed forces guarded the borders of the country be it the 
scorching deserts, snow-bound mountains, thick jungles or marshy terrain. 
It was Government's effort to see that working under such trying conditions 
the officers and men should have least worry on account of the families 
separated from them. All efforte were being made to make the conditions 

of living of che families better with marked improvement in the provision 
of quartere for the married personnel and better educational facilities 

for the children of the army personnel. 


Bank Loane 


Speaking about the large number of servicemen who retired every year, he 
said their rehabilitation was a national responsibility. The Defence 
Ministry had a number of schemes going on hand to resettle them. in this 
connection he mentioned bank loans at concessional rates of interest and 
allotment of iand by several States to ex-servicemen. 


The Minister said that India could not depend on others for ite defence 
equipment for long and the country was fast advancing towards self-reliance. 
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He pulnated out that national security was not the sole concern of the 
defence for es, Hut was closely linked with the country's internal and 
external policies, its development plane and production in various sectors, 
[as publ tehed|) 


Mr Sineh said that in India the troops and civilians population had come 
close to each other with the defence forces rendering help to flood 
affected or drought stricken people, whenever they were called upon to 
do m 


indeed, e 6a . the whole country wae behind them and were proud of 
their valour, patriotiem and sacrifices. He wished them all peace, 
happiness And prosperity. 
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INDIA 


UPPER HOUSE DISCUSSES MISSILES, OTHER TOPICS 
fombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 19 Aug 80 p 5 
(Text) New Delhi, August 18 (UNI). 


india has the potential to develop the intermediate range ballistic 
missile (IRBM) but there was no plan to do go. 


This was stated by the minister of state for defence, Mr. C. P. N. Singh, 
in a written reply to Mr. Bhagatram Manhar and Mr. Ramanand Yadav in the 
Rajya Sabha today. 


Replying to another question by Dr. Rafiq Zakaria on the future space 
plan, the Prime Minister said that in future, India would make operational 
application of space systems in communications, remote sensing and mete- 
orology. At the same time, Mra. Gandhi said, expertise gained so far 
would be used to attain self-reliance in this field. 


Mre. Gandhi said that future plans included the building of a remote 
sensing satellite and a second-generation test spacecraft as a step towards 
launching an Indian-made successor to the Insat-1 satellite. 


Mirage offer: The government has not accepted the French offer to manu- 
facture the Mirage F-] and Mirage-2000 aircraft in India, it was stated 
in a written reply by Mr. C. P. N. Singh. 


He said the French offer had been made in 1978, first for the manufacture 
of Mirage F-1 and later of the Mirage-2000. However, a8 no agreement was 
concluded, the government had no estimates of the cost of such a project. 


in another reply, Mr. Singh said the government was not aware of any 
statement by the British Prime Minister that India could not alter the 
Jaguar deal. 


Survey of resources: The minister of state for science and technology, 
Mr. C. P. N. Singh, said the government had plans for surveying the sea- 
bed resources of India's exclusive economic zone (EEZ) and, thereafter, 
for the full-scale exploitation of these as soon as feasible. 
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Preliminary geophysical surveya of the Indian geological continental shelf 
by the ONGC for hydrocarbons were already under way and were expected to 
be completed by 19861. 


A broad spectrum of oceanographic research facilities was being set up 
under the aegis of the ocean science and technology agency. They were the 
oceanographic research vessel for research and development on nonliving 
resources; fishery and oceanographic research vessel; a geotechnical 

ship for coring and deep diving studies; and research motor launches for 
research surveys in coastal and inshore areas. With the acquisition of 
these facilities, rapid acceleration in the surveys, identification and 
consequent exploitation of resources was planned, 


The following points were also made: The government will consider immedi- 
ate and long-Lerm legislative measures for environmental protection and 
conservation on the recommendations of a committee which is going into 

the sublect. The committee was exepcted to submit its report by 

September 15. 


The government had detected 2,530 persons who had illegaliy crossed over 
into Assam from Bangladesh during the past ten months. Of these, 2,411 
persons had already been deported. 


The states and Union territories have been asked to investigate every case 
of death which was suspected to be connected with dowry. The home minis- 
try has also sent detailed proposals to department of social welfare and 
the department of legislative affairs for making amendments to the dowry 
prohibition act, 1961, to provide for increased penalties for offences 
involving dowry and for making such offences cognisable. 


The government has not so far taken any decision on the army's proposal 
to raise its own aviation corps. 








INDIA 


INVESTMENT IN INDIAN SPACE PROGRAM ‘COST-EFFECTIVE ' 
Madras THE HINDU in English 30 Jul 80 p 8 
Editorial: "Purposive Space Research" | 


Text) Seientists and technicians of the Indian Space Research Organi- 
sation have naturally been encouraged by the successful launching and 
functioning of the 35<kg. satellite, Rohini, shot into space earlier 
this month. Unlike the heavier Aryabhatta and Bhaskara, which were 
placed in orbit from Soviet launching pads using Soviet rockets, Rohini 
has not been designed specifically to perform any elaborate function. 
The payload of the July 18 launch was meant primarily to measure the 
parameters of the four-stage rocket code-named SLV-3. Solar cells are 
the source of power supply to Rohini--the first time Indien scientists 
have used this technology on a large scale. 


The Rohini takes the ISRO into the eighties to view the indigenous space 
science pro pects with greater confidence than ever befcre,to borrow a 
phrase from the 1979-80 annual report of the Department of Space. A 
series of launch vehicles are being meticulously planned. There will 

be attempts to orbit payloads similar to Rohini while trying to master 
techniques which will enable the launching of 600-700 kg objects. The 
experiments in the coming decade will be aimed at launching an era in 
mass communications, remote sensing and meteorological observations. 
While nuclear energy development is hampered by international non-coope- 
ration, there is abundant collaboration in opening up the frontiers of 
space science. It is not only the Soviet Union, which launched two 
satellites for India, that is providing a helping hand. The APPLE 
spacecraft, India's first experimental geostationary communication 
satellite, is expected to go up as part of the West European Ariane 
‘aunch early next year. The first generation Indian National Satellite 
System is a tultipurpose project for domestic telecommunications and 
meteorology with capacity for nationwide direct television broadcasting. 
INSAT~' fe not an indigenous effort, but a project contracted out to 
Americans. 


There have emerged new lines of cooperation with France which is helping 
in the development of liquid fuel rocket engines. (SLV-3 used solid 
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witgwe Che .o80 is fabricating components 


rance, ipan and West Germany are also in the picture. Domestically, 
the [SRO's work is integrated with the needs of the Ministries of 
Agriculture, Communications, Mines and Petroleum, the meteorological 
separtment 


and the alreraft industry. The space programme is not 
levoted to fundamental research alone but dovetailed into practical 
ipp! r 


itions. The Re 850-crore allocation envisaged for the next 


decade uid prove to be one of the most cost effective investments 
simec at pr 


ing results of practical use in a variety of fields 
ranging ft il prospecting to telephone calls. 


like transducers tor 
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MINISTER ANSWERS QUESTIONS ON AIRCRAFT PLANS 
Avro Phaseout Planned 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 31 Jul 80 p 5 


Text. Minister of State for Defence C.P.N. Singh said in the Lok Sabha 
yn Wednesday that Avros in the Air Force would be phased out by 1982-83 
and the Government was at the moment studying a’ rmatives offered for 
their replacement. 


He added that the present requirement of aircraft was for three types 
of aircraft--medium tactical transport aircraft; piston engine aircraft; 
and feeder service aircraft. 


it was being examined whether we should enter into collaboration with 
some foreign party or manufacture an aircraft of our own design the HPT 


1 
5 
~* 


“r Singh was replying to a question tabled by Mr V. K. Pandit. He told 

Mr Pandit that no plan for producing Soviet type AN32 aircraft had been 
finalised so far. The previous government had negotiated with the Soviet 
nion manufacture of thac aircraft but AN 32 was still at the design 

stage and was not yet being manufactured there. 


it had vet to be considered whether we should go in for an aircraft 
which was only at the design stage yet or for one flying in the air. 


First Jaguar Squadron 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 31 Jul 80 p 5 
Text) The first squadron of the Jaguar aircraft equipped with laser 
evetem has been formed, Minister of State for Defence C. P. N. Singh 


announced in the Lok Sabha on Wednesday, reports PTI. 


In a written reply to Mr Ghulam Rasool Kochak, the Minister said, 
“matters relating to our achievements may not be disclosed in public 


'n* erect? 
: » . » * 
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He said .t was well known that Indian pilots have always performed well 
mall aircraft they had trained, 


The Minister made it clear in a reply to Mr V. K. Pandit that the 
overnment was yet to decide on manufacturing AN-32 Soviet type air- 


eraft, which had been looked into by the Janata Government in 1979. 


The Soviet version was still at an experimental stage not being manu- 


Tact t@u, Mi . Pe Ne Singh noted, 
He replied che negative to a question whether AN-32 and the British 
type coasteuarder Avro craft was being planned for manufacture at the 


Hindusta. Aeronautics Limited from 1982. 


fhe Minister said a new Indian transport plane was at the design stage. 
.e plane was referred to as ‘HPT 32.' 
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Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 30 Jul 80 p 7 
Excerpt | 


PETROLEUM MINISTER ANSWERS MP'S QUESTIONS 
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MINISTRY OF ENERGY PLANS SOLAR ENERGY TRIALS 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 30 Jul 80 p 6 


[Article by S. Charmarajan: 


(Text } 


' ™ BOMBAY, July 3. 


OLAR thermal devices and sys- 
tems developed during the last 
four years are to be taken owt of 
the laboratory and gven field trials 
under a major national programme 
envisaged by the Union ministry 
of ‘ 


The devices and systems are for 
water and a hesung, cold “=e 
6pplcauors, power gemeranon 
ies grain. A few demonstrafion 
provects for such systema have alreedy 
bere under\aken. 


Madras, is being monitored and eve- 


ral application is being ua- 
der the Indo-FRG technical co-opere- 


‘ 

A solar cold storage un’, 

Gesgoed and deveioned by ue tae 
Institute of Technology, Bombey. The 
uty’ with its systems hes been soccess- 
fully tested Now. extensive perform- 
ane stadees are being carried out to 
asceriaipm the reliability of the work- 
ing of the varnous components and 
ohtan data useful from the pommt of 


which is supplied by hot water (95 
 <) ie toe b need © 
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Sources of energy, solar energy and 
bio-gas have considerable potential 
and the R and D activities heve, 
therefore, been focussed on them. 
As regards bio-gas, the technology 
of bro-gas and associated masure pro- 
duction bas cen developed  indige- 
ously and e orts ere currently being 
directed towe ts improving the tsch- 
Bolugy, @voly ag designs to enable 
ther establishment with Jlocally-avail- 
able material anc map-power inputs, 
and bringing down costs to make them 
economically more viable and to bring 
(wem within the reach of the less af- 
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"Field Trial Plan for Solar Energy Devices") 











CSO: 


The scheme was transferred jo the 
states in 1979-80, after the estabiish- 
ment of about 74,000 plants. A pro 
gramme of Central subsidy aided the 
efforts to populanse bio-eas. 

Now, the state governments are 
asked to ensure that the prepremmes 
on organic recycling, inc bio- 
gas, are given due emphasis suffi: 
cier; incentives are provided _S bio- 
gas development programme re- 
lated activiues wich es apimal bus 
bandry and dairying and “ural deve- 
lopment. 

Development of community-'ype of 


bio-gas plants is being studied. An 


all-india co-ordinated R od D pro 
ject of bo-gas technology and ubli- 
sation is im progress under the aus- 
proces of the coperement of science 
and technology. effort to im- 
prove design. effect economies, im 
prove ges yield during winter months 
and assess the mics pro- 
blems and solutions for them. 

The research effort also centres 
oa identification of fast-growing spe 
ies, methods of increasing photosyo- 
thesis, efficiency developmen} of coti- 
effective processes and for 
utilising bio-degradable materials for 
producing gaseous and liquid fuels. 

GEO-THERMAL STUDIES 

The activities in the geo-thermal 
field are directed towerds locating pro 
mising hydro-thermal reservoirs for 
power generation and other posible 
uses of heat energy. ‘ 

Prelimanary geological and geoche- 
mical swdies in the hot spring areas 
of the north-wes: Himalayas and thr 
west coast have iodicated that Ceftain 
areas in the former are more pro 
musing. 

Detailed investigations are being 
conducted in the Pugs (Jammu and 
Kashmir) and Parbdat: velley (Hima- 
chaia Pradesh) areas. UNDP assist- 
ance is aveilable for exploration work 
m the Parbati valley. Based on the 
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results of earlier surveys. drilling of 
one deep explorauon hole of up to 
1,000 metres deep is propoted for 
1980-81. 

As regards tidal power, prelimina- 
ry investigations have shown that ti- 
dal power could be developed in the 
Gulf of Kutch aad the Gulf of Cam- 
bay along the west coast and in the 
Sunderbans area in the east. The maio 
problems with wudal energy ere the 
high initial cost, the variable nature 
of the output and the technical and 
economical problems involved in 
forming up the wer. A co-ordina- 
tion committee will chalk out a pro- 
gramme in this field. 


WIND POWER 
On power, too, some studies 
have been done. The conclusion is 


of the country the of 
wind is of no practical value, yet 
there are many places in ° 


gation. 

Along the coast, over a large part 
of the Deccan plateau and most of 
the hill stetions, windmills can find 


application. 
Research aod development activities 
are in progress to develop 


eastern U.P. in collaboration with 
the government of the Netherlands. 
This includes the establishment of 
prototype windmills for water pump- 


Some windmills are undergoing 
field trials and evaluation in other 


windmill. Research and development 
work on a low-cost sail type wind- 
mills and vertical axis wind generator 
is i@ progress. A. project on smal 
purout, multi-biade mil! has also been 
initiated. 











INDIA 


SOLAR ENERGY STEERING COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 1 Aug 80 p 5 


[Text} A national steering committee has been set up under the Depart- 
ment of Science and Technology to determine the priority to be accorded 
to various applications of solar energy, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 
told the Rajya Sabha on Thursday. 


Confiraing the need to manufacture solar pumps, Mrs Gandhi said during 
the question hour that the manufacture for the domestic industry on a 
substantial scale could take place after the DST committee gives its 
word on the state of research and scope of development in the commer- 
cial field. 


The Prime Minister said the country's achievement in the sphere of solar 
energy research were significant though slippages did occur from time 
to time as they did everywhere else in the world. 


Answering questions pertaining to the development of solar energy in 
the country, raised by Mrs Najma Heptulla and Dr Rafiq Zakaria (Cong-1) 
Deputy Minister for Science and Technology, Vijay Patil, said research 
was being conducted in all aspects of solar energy, but it had not yet 
reached commercial viability. 


The fields in which research is being carried on are photothermal, 
photovoltic and photobiological energy, he said. 


Commercial production could begin within two years in the photo-voltage 
area, he informed the House, if the cost per cubic watt could be re- 
duced from Rs 120 per panel at present to the Rs 60 to 80 range. 


Answering Mrs S. Adivarekar's (Cong-I) question if multinational com- 
panies were trying to influence the thinking pertaining to R&D efforts 
in the country, Mr Patil said the basic policy was to utilise indigenous 
technology. However, inputs would be imported, where necessary, he 
added. The conditions for solar radiation technology were different 

in the West, he said. 
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POWER OVTPUT TO RISE BY & PERCENT IN 1980-6) 
fombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 26 Jul 80 p 10 


Text) New Delhi, July 2/7: The Union energy ministry today claimed 
that in the current yvear it would be able to increase power generation 
by over nine per cent=<-from 105 billion unite last year to 115 billion 
unite in 1980-8l--as a result of a number of steps taken by it. 


Last vear, the increase in power generation wae 2.12 per cent, 


it is estimated that the power production this year will be 69 billion 
unite from the thermal plants, and 46 billion unite from the hydro- 
pre jec ta, 


The ministry claimed that since the new government came to power, the 

thermal generation had gone up by 6.13 per cent over the corresponding 
period last vear and this had to some extent offset the fall in hydro- 
power production due to the failure of the monsoon. 


The monsoon being satisfactory this year, the hydro-power generation is 
looking up. The level of water in most reservoirs has gone up and it 
is expected that by the end of the season they will achieve their 
optimum lvvel, 


For example, the BShakra level, which stood at 453 metres before the 
monsoon has reached the level of 491 metres and is likely to achieve 
ite full capacity of 515 metres. Similarly, the Rihand has risen to 
a level of 256 metres and will easily reach its maximum level of 268 
metres. The rise in the levele of Hirakud, Nagarjunasager and Idukki 
also indicate that they will reach full capacity in due time. 


As a result of drought conditions, the hydro-generation was less than 
19 per cent in the first quarter of the current year over the corres- 
ponding period last yeor. Now, improved hydro-generation and reduction 
in the demand of the agricultural sector in most states, has provided 
the opportunity for plant maintenance of a large number of thermal 
unite. This could not be done last year. 

















ite powet 
ihe powell 
hKattiiat ata 
thefe isa 

the power 


and Rajasthan have some surplus in hand, 


Cute LA Meet states have eithel 


Cute have been withdrawn 


jamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh, 
now fo power cut in Maharashtra and Gujarat, in Uttar Pradesh, 


been withdrawn of reduced, 
from 411 southern states--Kerala, 


in the western region alse 


cut has been reduced from 66 per cent to 13 per cent, Power 
cute have alse been reduced in Madhya Pradesh and Punjab, while Haryana 


in the eastern fegion, power cute continue in Weat Hengai and Bihar, 
but in Orisea the position has improved to such an extent “that the 


cute have 


isi) tac 


been abolished,” 
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RAJ NARAIN RESIGNS FROM JANATA(S) LEADERSHIP 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 28 Jul 80 p 1 


[Text] Janata (5S) leader Raj Narain left party leadership on Sunday 
and decided to function from a “non-party” level to protest against 
what he termed as diminishing human values in the country. 


Mr Raj Narain, who was the Janata(S) president, said that his resigna- 
tion from the party was against the inadequacies of the present Govern- 
ment which could not protect the honour of women and the lives of the 
people. 


The former Janata(S) chief would go on fast to mark his protest and 
to "stem thie trend of growing decadence.” He, however, said that if 
by then the Government took some effective steps, he would reconsider 
hie decision of going on 4 hungeretrike. 


in a statement, the leader urged all political parties, religious 
organisations and social workers to join hande in the task of restora- 
tion of human values. 


Mr Maniram Bagri, MP has been appointed acting chairman by the party's 
national committee which concluded a two-day meeting here. 


Mr Narain placed hie resignation before the national committee which 
accepted it, according to Mr Parimal Das, secretary of the Janata(S). 


C80: 4220 
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GANDHN 1 CONCERNED OVER ASSAM WEAPONS TRAINING 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 30 Jul 80 p 5 


(Text) Prime Minister Indira Gandhi has said that camps have been set 
up in Assam to train volunteers in the “handling of a1] kinds of weapons 
and in manoeuvres like ambushing,” reports UNI, 


"All thie te very dangerous,” she said in an interview with a New Delhi 
journal. 


The interview took place before the reported accord was worked out by 
Manipur Chief Minister, R. K. Dorendra Singh last week. 


Mre Gandhi eaid “extremists of one kind or another" were behind the 
Assam student leaders. Some force or group was “pushing them along, 
using them as a facade.” 





Even if the etudents did not support secession “things seem to be mov- 
ing towarde that direction,” she said while referring to “an element 
which is openly talking about separation from India." But she did 

not say how powerful it was. 


She said the Government initially got the impression that the students 
were sincere and that a solution might emerge. “But after numerous talks 
we found that they are mot masters of the situation. There is some other 
force ot group which is pushing them along, using them as facade.” 


She accused the RSS of openly supporting the movement and collecting 
money for it. “We have learnt that money is flowing in from other 
sources also.” It was however, not easy to pinpoint these, she said. 
Charge Denied 


The Prime Minister denied allegations that the resources of Assam vere 
being drained to meet the needs of the rest of the nation. 


"This is not true because each State contributes something,” she said. 
“Haryana hase no mineral resources but it grows large quantities of wheat 
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and fice afe is heiping te feed 4 large number of countrymen, if it 
was to decide against doing #0 4 major part of the Indian population 
would starve, 


“Suppose other states refused to supply Assam with steel], How would 
the Assamese develop their industry? There has to be interdependence,” 


Mre Gandhi warned the Assam agitation leaders that their State cannot 
survive on ite own, 


Control over ofl supply is only “a short term advantage” for it since 
there is more oil in other parte of India where refineries will also 
be set up very soon, Mre Gandhi said. 


“lt is only in the shadow of a bigger unit that each unit can survive-- 
‘therwise outeide pressures will be too great to bear,” she said. 


Background 


Giving the background to the unrest, she said the people of Assam some- 
how felt they were cut off. Distancewise, they were far off but not 
farther than the other North Eastern States. During British rule the 
Assamese were mostly uneducated and so the Bengalis who were educated 
occupied most of the important posts in Assam. Then again the Assamese 
were reluctant to do manual labour and so people from bihar and Uttar 
Pradesh flowed in to work in the tea gardens. Partition also created 

a major problem because many Hindus and Muslims crossed over to Assam. 


She said it was “very strange” that the issues were not brought to the 
fore during the 1977 general elections or the subsequent assembly elec- 
tions. 


CSO: 4220 
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PLANNING COMMISSION INCREASES OUTLAY FOR ASSAM 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 18 Aug 80 p 6 
[Text) Gauhati, August 17: 


The planning commission has increased the outlay of Assam's annual plan 
from Re. 178.87 crores to Re. 198 crores. 


The step has been taken following a representation made by Mr. H. C. 
Sarin, principal adviser to the Governor, and another adviser, Mr. G. C. 
Baveja, to the deputy chairman of the planning commission, Mr. N. D. 
Tewari, during their recent visit to New Delhi. 


Mr. Sarin told newsmen at Dispur yesterday that of the additional plan 
allocation, about Rs. 6.5 crores would be spent on rural electrification. 
It was proposed to electrify 1,400 villages in 1980-81 at an estimated 
cost of Re. 14 crores. 


School Buildings 


He said Rs. | crore was being earmarked for launching special schemes 

for the educated unemployed youth in the state. These envisaged, among 
other things, financial assistance for self-employment projects, special 
coaching classes for preparing the youth for Central services examinations 
and provision of technical training. 


He disclosea that Rs. 3 crores had been provided for implementing the 
Durbhashi committee's recommendations for departmental working of forests 
to eliminate the middleman. 


As much as Rs. 8 crores had been earmarked for construction of 8,283 
primary school and 420 middle school buildings during the current year. 


Mr. Sarin said that besides the normal plan allocation, the Centre would 
provide Rs. 34 crores for certain schemes. It would give Rs. 13 crores for 
supplementing the state's plan for the uplift of the scheduled castes and 
scheduled tribes and development of hill areas, Rs. 1.45 crores for meeting 
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the expenditure on the food=forework programme, Re. 3,69 crores for rural 
water supply schemes and Ra, 16 crorea for the brahmaputra flood control 
preject, 


He pointed out that the state would also derive considerable benefits 
from the north-eastern council's plans, which were fully financed by the 
entre, 


LSU} 4/2VU 
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STATE LEADER WARNS DELHI AGAINST BULLYING 
Caleutta THE STATESMAN in English 18 Aug 80 p 9 


(Text) Madurai, Aug. 17.--Mr, BE. K. Nayanar, Chief Minister of Kerala, 
today warned the Centre against playing the “law and order" problem to 
destablize non-Congress (1) Governments in the States. He was addressing 
a seminar on “Autonomy for States" here. 


Mr Navanar said that in four States, non-Congress (1) Governments had come 
to power. It was not accidental that these Governments took more or less 
similar steps in matters relating to the uplift of the poor. 


The Congress (U) president, Mr Devraj Ure, had declared that his party 
stood by the principle of class struggle. Similar sentiments had also 
been expressed by the Akali Dal in Punjab. Different parties which 
believed in democre.y, and were truly anxious to bring about a bias in 
favour of the under-privileged, tend to take similar lines on socio- 
economic problem as well as Centre-State relations. 


Recalling how Mrs Gandhi's party brought about the dismissal of the first 
CPI Ministry in Kerala in 1959, Mr Nayanar said the same weapon was being 
used to browbeat the Left forces. It was bound to boomerang, he warned. 
Five Bills passed by the Kerala Assembly, some of them unanimously, were 
still pending with the Centre, awaiting the President's assent, Mr 
Nayanar pointed out. They were the Kerala Casual, Temporary and Badli 
Workers’ Wage Bill; the Headload Workers' Wages Bill; and Cashew Workers’ 
Relief and Welfare Fund Bill; the Public Property Destruction and Pre- 
vention of Loss Bill; and the Land Reform Amendment Bill invalidating 
tenancies created after 1964. 


All these were subjects, which according to the Constitution, fell within 
the powers of the State. Yet they were held up by the Centre on one pre- 
text or the other. The common man was denied the benefit of these legis- 
lations. In the case of the Land Reform Amendment Bill, landlords who 

had created bogus tenancies to escape the ceiling laws were being protected, 
Mr Nayanar said. Emphasizing that federalism was inalienable to Indian 
life, he said the question was what should be the content of this feder- 
alism and how much autonomy should there be for the federating units. 
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Recalling hew national leaders, who had been Ministers in the 1937 Govern- 
ment, had advocatec more powers to States than what was written in the 
present Conatitution, Me Nayanar said the federal set-up visualized then 
had left all subjects other than foreign affairs, defence, customs and 
currency te the States, There was to be no concurrent liet either, 


He said the next decade was going to be crucial in the matter of the 
formation of new linguistic States, the recognition of new languages and 
the emergence of hitherto undeveloped languages. It took nearly two 
decades of prolonged struggle for the country to be reorganized on the 
sasie of what were termed major national languages. 


About eix States had emerged in north-east since reorganization in 1956, 
fut none of their languages find a place in the eight schedule of the 
Conatitution, While the Constitution recognized only 15 languages, 

the Kendra Sahitya Akademy had recognized 22 languages. But journals, 
newspapers and books were published in 59 language». Mr Nayanar said that 
one thing seemed clear from this: those who were described as "authori- 
ties" were very much behind the people and their development. 


The reality of Indian life, he said, was that of a multinational State. 
Once this reality was accepted, there was not much to debate about autonomy 
of States: it just followed automatically. Unfortunately, the ruling 
classes in India refused to accept the multinational character of the 
country. That was why the people had to wage prolonged struggles for the 
recognition of their languages and the formation of linguistic States. 

The victory in this struggle by people like Potti Sriramulu had been 
wrenched from unwilling hands, he said. 


Stating that the CvI(M) was committed to defending the integrity of India 
as the “apple of our eye", Mr Nayanar added that his party had to bear 

the brunt of the attack from narrow chauvinists in Assam, though the 
neglect of that State was not the responsibility of his party. The prob- 
iem of the numerous developing languages, the problem of development of 
the people who spoke these languages and the areas they inhabited could be 
effectively solved only in the democratic framework of federalism and 
autonomy, he said. 


Recalling the late C. Rajagopalachari's description of States as "glori- 
fied municipalities" Mr Nayanar said the functioning of the States were 
tied to the Centre in a thousand and one ways. The Central administrative 
apparatus had grown into a vast empire, many times bigger than what it 

was during the British days, and it had infiltrated deep into all spheres 
of State activity. Its approach to development was motivated by profit, 
limited to the expansion of market. 


The Minister said that democracy was meaningless without decentralization 
of power Pleading for the concept of a four-tier democracy, he said that 
“we in Kerala have already moved in that direction of elected panchayats 
and elected district councils both with wide powers in the matter of local 
administration and development. India was a federation of nationalities 
and it should be governed by the principles of autonomy and multi-party 


parliamentary democracy with the four-tier administrative system, evolv- 
ing upwards from the grass-roots level panchayats, he added. 


CSO: 4220 97 














TRANSFORMATION OF KERALA TRIBAL DISTRICT TOLD 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 20 Aug 80 p 7 
[Text] Trivandrum, Auguet 19, 


From serfdom and poverty to freedom and prosperity may be a far cry but 
Wynad in Kozhikode district has made it within a record time of seven 
years. 


Landleseness, bonded labour, indebtedness, Naxalite influence, houseless- 
ness, lack of finance and under-production are all a thing of the past. 
With rapid all-round progress now, the Kerala government has decided to 
carve out Wynad as the 12th district in the state. 


This transformation would not have been possible but for the determination 
of the people to improve their lot and the willingness of the State Bank 
of India to extend liberal financial aid for development efforts. 


The SBI has adopted the Dynad region for development. Seventy-five-year- 
old Chaman, once a bonded worker, is a living symbol of the social and 
economic emancipation of the tribals in the hills and dales of Wynad. 
Free from the centuries-old shackles of landlords and moneylenders, he 
now holds his head high with a piece of land which he can call his own. 


Freedom Regained 


The land reforms followed by the welfare measures of the state government 
no doubt enabled the Adivasis to regain the land and the freedom they had 
lost. But mere land and freedom would not bake their bread. They needed 
finance to throw crops. The SBI came readily to their rescue. 


Even though the SBI arrived on the scene four years after the Naxalites' 
entry, the reconstruction work done by the former is pronouncedly visible, 
while that by the latter rarely heard of. 


Out of 300 tribal families in Channathode village, all but 12 have begun 
raising their own crops, reconstructing their huts and acquiring other 








necessities of life through bank aid, The remaining dozen families will 
soon be covered by the SBI, 


Loan repayment by the tribale ie prompt, according to bank sources, 


Twenty-three villages of Wynad have more than 29,000 farmera' families, 
moat of them emall holdera. The SBI has extended loan facilities to over 
12,000 farmera to the tune of over Ra.3 crores, 


Fertilisers supplied to them from SBI depots have resulted in a three- 
fold increase in farm production, 


Thanke to the SBI, the only two surviving families of Kurichiar tribesmen, 
the once-dreaded archers of the Pazhasi Raja, who fought the British live 
n tiled houses with power facilities. 


MOL) high sehool children run a bank of their own with assistance from 
SB8i officials. In the very first month of ite inception, the children 
were able to save Re. 7,000, Now, they are in a position to extend credit 
facilities to their teachers and also their parents. 


In prosperous Wynad, automobiles have become a common feature. Shops 
display costly and up-to-date textiles and modern gadgets. The tribals, 
who generally resist any change in their mode of life, are now gradually 
and willingly adapting to the developing situation. 


Two diploma-holders from the Inetitutue of Fisheries, Bombay, Mr. K. A. 
Sebastian and Mr. George Patani, were jobless until they knocked at the 
doors of the SBI. Now, backed by its assistance, they are well set to 
breed at Pookoote fisheries commercially edible fish, fish seeds and 
ornamental fish in a two-hectare pond. They hope to produce ten tonnes of 
edible fish, one million of fish seed and 25,000 ornamental fish every 
year to begin with. According to the enterprising youths, the industry 
has enough potential for the future. 


At Tirur, in Malappuram district, the self-employment concept has been 
carried to the poorest strata of society. Until recently, it had no middle- 
class people. There were a few rich families and a large number of very 
poor households, but now a prosperous middle class is emerging. 


While the daily remittance at the SBI was of the order of Rs. 25 lakhs, 
strangely enough not a single non-resident account exceeded Rs. 1,000 

on an average. The rest of the money went towards conspicuous consump- 
tion and debts clearance. The fact is that a depositor is no longer 
interested in keeping all his money in the bank which fetched a low rate 
of interest but has better ways of investing it. 


Banks in India cannot compete with foreign banks operating in the Gulf 
countries in the matter of inducements offered to depositors. The 
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attraction of the foreign banks, which treat their clients in the Guli as 
their guests whenever they visit their headquarters in London and other 
places, could be a plausible reason for the drop in foreign remittances 
in Indian banks, 


According to SBl officials, the annual remittance, which had once reached 
the peak figure of Ks, 600 crores, has now dropped to just half. 


Heard of lagoons being assigned to individuals? Generally, "No." 

But the unusual has happened in Nattika, adjacent to Trichur, where the 
taluk authorities have allotted portions of a lagoon to a few who have 
already reclaimed a few acres. And very soon, only a narrow stretch 

of lagoon will be left without being reclaimed for agricultural purposes, 


Own Masters 


Along the coast ot Quilon, nearly 3,000 women are engaged in self-employment 
projects which have more than doubled their income in the past few years. 
They have no co-operative society nor political leaders to advise or 

assist them. They are their own masters but with SBI aid. And the result, 
a conspicuous economic boom for the poor families. 


As far as the rural sector is concerned, the SBI generally faces no 
recovery problem. It is nearly 80 per cent. In some cases, it is hundred 
per cent. In fact, Kerala leads other southern states in the matter of 
loan repayment. 


In Kerala, the rapport between SBI officials and the rural public is almost 
complete. Bank officials spend considerable time with farmers discussing 
problems of production and finance. The officials, including agricultural 
experts, are more in evidence than even the administrative officials of 

the agricultural department in places like Wynad. So much so, the bank 
has become a friend, guide and financier of large sections of the poor. 

And this involvement is happily spreading. 


cso: 4220 
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INDIA 


WEST BENGAL TERMED 'SOFT' TOWARD SEPARATISTS 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 29 Jul 80 p 4 


iText| Caleutta, July 28--West Bengal PCC-I president Ajit Panja 
alleged here today that the CP-M-led left front Government was sur- 
reptitiously "t: ying to create conditions” which might give impetus 
to the secessionist forces. 


Addressing a press conference, he said "although the Government was 
taking the posture of opposing any separatist movement, its secret 
formula is to encourage the secessionist movements with a view to 
utilising the evil forces when it will be out of power.” 


Mr Panja alleged that the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes cul- 
tivators were being forcibly evicted from their lands in Coochbehar 
and their leaders arrested. He said the police had fired on a peaceful 
crowd on 11 April but a judicial inquiry into the firing was denied 
till now. 


The Cong-I leaders asserted that the CP-M leadership virtually allowed 
a sectimof the Rajbanshi leaders to seize the opportunity to launch 
the so-called "Uttarakhand" movement. 


New Gorkha Front 


Meanwhile, a new organisation by the name of Gorkha National Liberation 
Front, has been formed in Darjeeling to intensify and strengthen the 
demand for the creation of a separate State named "Gorkhaland." 


According to the president of the front Subhas Ghissing, it would work 
for "severance of all political links with West Bengal." He has also 
asked the political parties with links in West Bengal to cut off their 
relationship. 


Mr Ghissing, who was the president of the "Prantiya Morcha," said the 
morcha had been dissolved. 
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He said that the new organisation was formed to broadbase the movement. 
The front would request the Central Government to "return our land and 

territory from West Bengal and create a Gorkhaland within the framework 
of the Indian Constitution," 


He alleged that as a result of "wrongful merger" of Gorkha territory 
with West Bengal "the Gorkha identity has been lost and the Gorkhas 


have been politically exploited and Constitutionally tortured all over 
India," 


CSO: 422 
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WEST BENGAL TO RESTORE SOME TRIBAL RIGHTS 
4icutta THE STATESMAN in English 29 Jul 60 p } 


| Text | 
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PRO=DANGE GROU! LEAVES WEST BENGAL CPI 


Madras THE HINDU in English 19 Aug 80 p 9 
|\Text) Caleutta, Aug. 18, 


The CPI in Weat Bengal eplit today with about 50 members, including six 
State council members, announcing their resignation from the party. 

They have formed a preparatory committee of the All-India Communist Party, 
West Bengal unit. 


Announcing this to newsmen today, Dr. Jagdish Dasgupta said: "We have 
become convinced that the present CPI leadership is determined to reduce 
the party an election-based, parliamentarian left opportunity party". 
[ae published) It had curbed inner party democracy and had even refused 
“to clreulate the note of the founder-member and Chairman of the party, 
Mr. S. A. Dange, addressed to the ranks. [ase published) 


‘Surrender to CPI-M' 


The leadership was committed to merging the party with CPI-M, Dr. Dasgupta 
said, Thie was evident from the “surrender” of the CPI leadership to the 
three conditions laid down by CPI-M for unity. These were replacement of 
the CPI Chief Minister of Kerala by a CPI-M one: removal of Mr. S. A. 
Dange from the Chairmanship and finally, reducing the membership of CPI 

to the 1964 level. 


As a result CPi had now become irrelevant in Indian politics. 


Dr. Dasgupta said that “after their defeat in Afghanistan, the U.S. imperi- 
aliete and their ally China are threatening the security, integrity and 
sovereignty of our country by arming Pakistan and by increasing their 

naval presence in the Persian Gulf and in the Indian Ocean". It was, 
therefore, necessary to unite the “patriotic forces of the country to 
defend our motherland. 


The CPI leadership with the extremely sectarian aim of winning some seats 
in elections, had declared Mrs. Indira Gandhi and the Congress-I--whom 
the Soviet Union believes to be a consistently anti-imperialist force-- 
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as their main enemy and are forming alliances with reactionary, communal, 
anti-national and pro-imperialiset forces," 


Repivying to 4 question, Dr, Dasgupta said patriotic forees did not neces= 
sarily exclude CPl=-M, but there were many pro-Chinese elements in that 
party which were leading the country towards disintegration, CPi, whieh 
should have been a restraining influence on CPI-M's pro=-Chinese inclina= 
tions, had instead surrendered to that party, 


‘Rally Behind Mrs. Gandhi’ 


it was necessary for the defence of the motherland for all patriotic forces 
to tally behind Mere, Gandhi and the Congrese-1, Dr, Dasgupta said, although 
Mra, Gandhi should net be expected to bring about radical economic changes 
which alone could save the country in the long run, 


He regretted that the CPl leadership in West Bengal had given up all 
struggles against “the anti-people policies of the Left Front Government, 
not to speak of its pro-monopolistic and pro-multinational programmes”, 


Those who resigned from the party and their followers will form the West 
Rengal unit of the All-India Communist Party founded in Maharashtra by 
Mrs. Roga Deshpande. Dr. Dasgupta and Mr. Ananta Maii will be the joint 
conveyors of the preparatory committee, They propose to call an ali- 
Bengal convention in Calcutta on Auguet 31 when they expect at least 
),000 members of CPI to attend. The West Bengal CPI has 27,000 members. 


Asked whether the split had any connection with the recent Moscow visit 
of Mr. Dange, Dr. Dasgupta said: “We are an integral part of the inter- 
national communist movement under the leadership of the Soviet Union and 
pledge to carry on ite struggle, ae its component part”. 


Mr. Biewanath Mukheriee, Secretary of the State CPI, said “a handful of 
renegades” had decided to surrender to the bourgeoisie against the 
accepted line of the party. Faced with the possibility of expulsion 
“they have chosen to spread calumny against our party”. 


Mr. Mukherjee was sure that “the anti-party action of these renegades 
will be treated by all party members with the contempt it deserves”. 


cS0: 4220 


105 














INDIA 


WEST BENGAL CPi EXPELS SLX COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Caleutta THE STATESMAN in English 20 Aug 60 p 1 


[Text) The seeretariat of the CPI's West Bengal State Council has expelled 
six Couneil members, including Mr Ananta Maji and Mr Jagadish Dasgupta, 
vho have “slandered” the party and announced their decision to join the 
“miserable rump” of Mere Roga Deshpande, 


The Si-member North 24 Parganas District Council on Tuesday expelled on 
similar charges 14 members while cases of six other members were kept 
pending. Similar action by some other district councils is likely to 
follow, 


The CPI leader, Mr Biewanath Mukherjee, eaid that the analogy with the 1964 
eplit of the Communist Party wae wrong. At that time, the most effective 
leadership of Weet Bengal and Kerala left the party. Now only two of the 
150 members of the CPI's National Council had deserted while most of the 
State Councils had been left untouched, There had been negligible impact 
on the State unite in Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh. 


The secretariat meeting states that the CPI's merger with the CPI(M) is 
not on the agenda and the CPI is pursuing the Bhatinda Congress policy of 
developing co-operation between the two parties for militant unity of Left 
and democratic forces. While the CPI has political differences with the 
CPI(M) and will oppose ite activities that hamper the unity of Left and 
democratic forces, it will not fight the CPI(M) “to gladden the hearts of 
the ruling bourgeoisie.” 


The meeting disclosed that before deserting the party, some members of the 
24 Parganas District Councile had taken away about Re 15,000 deposited as 
renewal fees and levies by party members, 


The CPI(M) leader, Mr Promode Dasgupta, said that despite political dif- 
ferences, hie party recongized the CPI as a Left party and there could 
be united action with the CPI ae a Left party and there could be united 
action with the CPI and other Left parties. 


Asked about the newly formed party of the CPI dissidents, Mr Dasgupta 
said that it could not be described as a Left party if it supported the 
Congress (1). 
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INDIA 


WRITER NOTES EROSION IN KASHMIR CONFERENCE RANKS 
Madras THE HINDU in English 28 Jul 80 p 6 
Article by K. KR. Katyal: “The Sheikh Episode and After") 


Text. The Sheikh Abdullah episode has ended but only in part for 
while the shrillness of the controversy over his recent utterances is 
gone, its causes remain intact. The Sheikh explained away his remark 
equating Mre lindira Gandhi and Gen Zia-ul<Haq, as a rhetorical expres- 
sion with no sinieter implications but his relations with the Congress 
(1) in Jammu and Kashmir are as uncordial as before and suspicions 
ibout him continue to linger in New Delhi. 


The Kashmiris have the knack of summing up political complexities from 
the works of rgnowned poets and thie is how a nonaligned observer 
described the Sheikh's conduct: “I drink at night and the next morning 
swear to give it up. I! remain an inebriate and at the same time have 
an ensured place in Heaven,” 


The way it manifested iteelf of late, the trouble in Kashmir had many 
facets. One, it represented an acute distrust between the National Con- 
ference and the State Congrese(I), with the two parties moving inexor- 
ably towards a clash. Secondly, it reflected a new sourness in the 
relations between the State and the Centre, because of the ruling 
party's fears of New Delhi's intervention. Thirdly it indicated a re- 
alignment of political forces in the State, with the National Conference 
showing 4 clear tilt towards the Bharatiya Janata Party in the Jammu 
region. 


Distrust Still Cont inues 


As 4 result of the Sheikh's recent visit to Delhi and his talks with 
“re Candhi, trouble may not assume the unmanageable dimensions it 
threatened to do. Also, the Chief Minister will perhaps avoid the type 
of intemperance exhibited by him in the last two or three weeks in his 
references to the Centre. Otherwise, the National Conference and the 
Congrese(1l) remain as far apart as they were before his trip to Delhi 
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and the heikh ts only slightly less distrustful of the “forces” that, 
according to him, had been at work at the Centre to hia detriment, 


At Kise meeting with Mra Gandhi, the Sheikh did most of the talking. He 
explained=-as he did at his crowded press conference later=--that certain 
portions of his speech at the Martyra' Day function of July 17 had been 
torn out of context and his views distorted, That this explanation 

was unconvincing was less important than the reiteration clear and cate= 
gorieal, that there had been no change in his basic stand and that he 
regarded Jam eu and Kashmir as part of India. 


Mre Gandhi was justified in assuming that she would not have another 
problem on hand at 4 time when the North-East region was causing worry. 
On her part she sought to dispel his fears that the Centre was out to 
destabilise the State Government or to take over the administration it- 
self but saw ©) teason to give an assurance of good conduct on the part 
of the State Congress(l), On the contrary it was made clear to him that 
legitimate political activity need not cause concern. The meeting ended 
on this note. 


Mre Gandhi's Word 


in hie subsequent comments the Sheikh appeared to accept Mrs Gandhi's 
word that she had not blessed any move against his Government but stuck 
to the belief that “certain powerful elements" had encouraged the 
State Congress(l). He chose not to identify them but some in the 
National Conference mentioned the name of the late Sanjay Bandhi whose 
atcitude, it was argued, emboldened the extremists. This was denied by 
the Congreas(!) which, however, conceded that Sanjay Gandhi preferred 
responsive cooperation between his party and the National Conference 

to a relationship of perpetual subservience. All this is surprising 
because the Sheikh's son, Dr Farooq Abdullah, MP, was known to have 
tried to cultivate Sanjay Gandhi. Perhaps, the young Abdullah did not 
succeed. 





What was it that led the Sheikh to believe that the State Congress(1) 
would opt to replace the National Conference or that the Centre would 
intervene’ There was no evidence of it either in Srinagar or in New 
Delhi. The Congress(I) in the State was too small a force to make an 
ambitious bid for power against a party headed by the tallest of the 
State leaders. And what did Mrs Gandhi stand to gain by having the 
State Government dismissed and unsettling a settled region? 


The Sheikh's reaction was disproportionately sharp, even if one were 

to take into account the irritants provided by the State Congress(I). 
The situation did not warrant recurring references to an impending repe- 
tition of 1953 (when the Sheikh was removed from the post of Chief 
Minister and put under arrest), or to diabolical moves of New Delhi. 


The seasoned politician that he is the Sheikh could not have adopted 
the confrontationist stance without a set objective. Judging from the 
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state of the National Conference, his purpose, perhaps, was to check 
an erosion in ite ranks, the desertion of Mian Bashir Ahmed, formerly 
a Miniater of State in his Cabinet and his entry into the Congresa(1) 
unnerved him not because it meant the loss of the leader of the power- 
ful Gujjar community but because of the fear that many others might 
follow suit. The apprehension was not baseless for was not the Con- 
erese(1l) on the prowl? 


‘he ruling party owes, to 4 large extent, ite cohesion, apparent or 
otherwise, to the State's anti-defection law under which a legislator 
loses the membership of his House on changing hia party label. This 
law is under challenge in the Supreme Court whose verdict would be 
cructal for the National Conference. The Sheikh, therefore wants to 
be prepared for all contingencies. 


Rivairy Among Sheikh's Relatives 


the ruling party's inner troubles stem from many factors, the most im- 
portant being the rivalry among the close relations of the Sheikh. His 
nephew, Mr Abdul Rashid, known to be close to Dr Farooq Abdullah 
recently called for fresh organisational elections--a move that was 
clearly directed against the Sheikh's son-in-law Mr G. M. Shah, the 
powerful Minister for Works. Not surprisingly, a close supporter of 

Mr Shah was prompt in decrying the advocates of elections as agents 

of the Central Intelligence Bureau. With so much happening in the 
party it is understandable for the leader to try to foster unity through 
catchy slogans. Whether this is desirable or not is another matter. 


Of course the blame could not be laid entirely on the Sheikh's doors for 
there had been provocations from the other side. The Congress(I), which 
felt it got a raw deal in the adjustment with the National Conference 
for the Lok Sabha poll began throwing its weight (figuratively speaking), 
after Mrs Gandhi's victory in January last. The series of developments 
including Mr Bashir Ahmed's switch that followed, added to the mutual 
estrangement. The PCC(1) chief, Mufti Mohammed Saeed, is justified in 
ridiculing the “toppling bogey" but can he claim that his party is 
innocent? 





The claims by the Sheikh notwithstanding the situation in the State is 
disquieting in some ways. What else would one make out of the ascen- 
dancy of the Jamaat-e-Islami, a counterpart of the RSS, which recently 
organised a big conference, attended by representatives from several 
Muslim countries, including the high priest of the Grand Mosque of 
Kaaba? Through its religious appeal, bolstered by abundance of funds, 
the Jamaat has succeeded in capturing the imagination of a sizable 
section of Muslims. Soon its student wing, Jamaat-e-Tulba, would be 
organising another convention and once again the presence of observers 
from the foreign countries would be utilised for purposes which may not 
fit in with secular concepts. 





Fiow of boreign Money 


The flow of foreign money adds to complications. The Sheikh is aware 
of the dangers but opinions differ on whether all of his col leagues 
think that way. The schools and other educational inatitutions run by 
the Jamaat give the party 4 special advantage, but does the adminis- 
tration take 4 serious view of it? 


Easentially a religious body, committed (to the propagation of Islam, 
the Jamaat i» very much in politics and has come to represent the mili- 
tant pro=-Fakistani sentiment which was once associated with the Mirwaiz 
and his Action Committee, It makes no secret of its opposition to the 
State's ties with India and has sought to “internationalise” the issue 
by inviting foreigners (from the Muslim countries) to ite conference. 


Then there is the emotional build-up on the demand for saving the life 
of Maqgbool Bhatti (guilty of hijacking and other offences), now under 
death sentence, which finds a tangible expression through the Maqbool 
Mahaz (front). Communal, pro=-Pakistani elements are seeking to con- 
solidate their etrength. But are secular forces strong enough to meet 
the challenge? The way the Sheikh episode was tackled by the Centre 
does not provide an answer, 
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INDIA 


HIMACHAL CPI(M) SCORES STATE GOVERNMENT 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 30 Jul 80 p 4 


(Text) Simla, July 29--Himachal CPI-M has charged Congress-I govern- 
ment of the State with failing to check the price rise and maintained 
law and order and urged it to step down immediately. 


The two-day meeting of the HP unit of the CPl-M which concluded here 
yesterday has resolved to organise public meetings demonstrations and 
‘dharnas' from the second week of August to mobilise public opinion 
againet the Congress-I misrule. 


it has also appealed to all Left and democratic forces specially the 
CPI, to join the struggle on the burning problems of the people. The 
State unit of the CPI it may mentioned, had already resolved to launch 
a struggle against rise in prices and other issues. [as published) 


According to CPI-M secretary Tarachand the State committee of the party 
felt that prices of essential commodities have crossed all limits with 
rise in prices of sugar and edible oils breaking all previous records. 
it also took note of the increasing atrocities on Harijans and women 
and the sense of insecurity because of the deterioration in law and 
order. 


He said the committee was of the opinion that Chief Minister Ramlal 
Thakur led Cong-I government of Himachal has no moral right to stay in 
power and should step down immediately. 





He said the State committee has suggested to the Government to strengthen 
the public distribution system as also to improve the functioning of fair 
price shops for supply of all essential commodities to the masses. The 
committee wanted increase in sugar quota from the present 500 grams to 
one ke per head per month. 


He said the committee condemned State Government's move for raising bus 
fares as these were already much higher than those prevailing elsewhere 
in the country. 
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He said i: also denounced the massa tranafera of Government employees on 
political grounds adding that such transfers were meant to terrorise 
Gevernment servantea and were aimed at establishing one party rule of 
Cong-l in the State, 


Mr Tarachand said the committee further opined that there was political 
inatability in the State due to the present Cong-!l government being 


formed through defections. This he said has led to paralisation of 
administration with development works coming to a standstill. 


CSO: 622VU 
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INDIA 


ANDRA PRADESH CPI COUNCIL ISSUES COMMUNLQUE 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 30 Jul 80 p 4 


[Text] Hyderabad, July 29. Andhra Pradesh State Council of the CPI, 
atter reviewing the recent political developments in the State, has 
come to the conclusion that the “ruling party has lost its moral and 
political right to rule." 


Releasing a press communique after a four-day session of the council, 
party's secretary N Giri Prasad told a news conference today that as 
a result of the open war in the Cong-I, administration has come to a 
halt and people's grievances are piling up. 


Mr Giri Prasad said that the ruling party has split into two warring 
camps and that it is not all a family quarrel as claimed by the dissi- 
dents. 


Share in crores of rupees collected through naked corruption, share in 
governmental positions and amount of loyalty and sychophancy to power 
in Delhi are the only issues that divide the ruling party in the State, 
he said, 


He said that the Chief Minister had grossly misused Governmental machin- 
ery in the wake of Sanjay Gandhi's death, and added that it was most 
shameful that the Cabinet had decided to cancel a meeting of the Legis- 
lative Assembly just an hour before its commencement. "This has only 
betrayed the ruling party's contempt for democratic traditions," the CPI 
leader said. 


The Chief Minister with a view to pleasing the Prime Minister and to pro- 
tect his chair, the CPI leader said, has come out with a dangerous slo- 
gan to replace the present Constitution and parliamentary democracy with 
a new constitution and a presidential form of Government which only paves 
way for constitutional authoritarianism in the country. 


The CPI has decided to start dialogue with the CP-M with a view to build- 
ing a left and democratic alternative to bourgeoisie rule in the State. 
He said that the council also decided upon launching a big struggle from 
15 August for the diversion of Krishna waters to Rayalseema. 
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NAXAL.i&S SAID TO DOMINATE TAMIL NADU VILLAGES 

Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 18 Aug 80 pp 1, 16 
[Article by V. G, Prasad Rao] 

[Text] Tirupattur (North Arcot), August 17, 


In this prosperous rural township at the foot of the Yelayiri Hills and 
in scores of villages in the contiguous Dharmapuri district the Naxalite 
writ runs today albeit silently. 


Individual disputes and grievances are not taken to the courts in Tirupat- 
tur, Jolarpet and Vellore, the headquarters of north arcot district, these 
days. They are summarily settled on the spot and the decisions are accepted 
without a squeack by some landlords and moneylenders. [as published] 


Recently, a more extreme “annihilation” group of Naxalites has raised its 
head. "Class enemies" like landlords and moneylenders guilty of crimes 
against the people are summarily dealt with. The killing of a village 
landlord, Narayana Reddiar, a couple of months ago, was one such instance. 


When the farm hands insisted on being paid the minimum wage fixed by the 
government, Reddiar, who was willing to pay but was dissuaded from doing 
so by the village panchayat chief, imported cheap labour from outside with 
the help of the police by invoking his "civil right" for protection. The 
Naxalites bomed him to death in his own house. [as published) His 

wife, son and grandson were also killed because, according to witnesses, 
they refused to come out even though the Naxalites said they only wanted 
Reddiar's life. 


A money-lender was "persuaded" to give away the lands he had taken over 
from his debtors without being allowed to demand the return of the capital 
he had advanced on which he had earned more in interest. Mr. Natesa 
Nainar, of Kadirampatti village, was killed on August 3 for the sole reason 
that he was the leader of the vigilance squad set up by the authorities. 

One of the accused, Perumal, was among those arrested on August 6, but 
Perumal died with five others in a subsequent car explosion. One of the 
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"leaders" of the "annihilation" group, Pachalyappan, also known as 
lruttu, a Harijan lad in his early twenties, is said to be the main 
accused in the killing of Mr. Nainar and is being sought by the police, 


The Tirupattar area of North Arcot district and the neighbouring areas in 
Dharmapuri district are in many ways different from the rest of Tamil 
Nadu. These pockets are among the most backward regions in the south for 
me thing, and secondly, they have a polyglot population speaking Tamil, 
Telugu, Kanada and Urdu. The non-Tamil-speaking sections have been a 
neglected lot, for even the educated among them are unable to get jobs. 
Even their grievances are not properly "understood" by the Tamil-speaking 
officialdom, 





The exploitation of the poor Harijans and other weaker sections and the 
marginal farmers by the landlords, who are also loan sharks, over the 
years has resulted in the former losing their small holdings through their 
inability to repay and virtually becoming bonded labourers. 


So, for decades, a small minority of landlords has been lording it over 

a vast majority of abysmally poor and illiterate landless people despite 
all the laws in the statute bok. [as published] In the last few years, 
the breaking point seems to have been reached with the militant younger 

elements following the violent creed of Naxalism to secure speedy social 
and economic justice. 


The stage has now apparently been set for the growth of Naxalism in this 
region. These areas impinge on a narrow neck of Andhra Pradesh's Chittoor 
district, a communist stronghold, which separates them from Karnataka's 
Kolar Gold Fields, another sensitive area. The tri-junction region con- 
sists of hill ranges, forests and scrub jungle, the sort of terrain 
suitable for guerilla bands, 


The Naxalites, however, do not operate like the Chambal dacoits. They are 
"sheltered" by the people and, in some cases, willingly. 


The growth of Naxalism in this area--and not in the rest of Tamil Nadu-- 
is explained by the political consciousness aroused by the "study cells" 
that sprang up in several places, particularly at nearby Jolarpet, which 
is better known as a big railway junction. The first railway loco run- 
ning staff union in the country was set up by Mr. Sivalingam whom the 
Tamil Nadu police are now hunting for alleged complicity in the August 6 
bombing incident. 


Mr. Sivalingam, one of the first diesel engine drivers of the railways, 
was neither a Naxalite nor even a communist till five years ago. He was 

a staunch member of the Dravida Kazhagam. A much-respected trade unionist, 
Mr. Sivalingam, now in his 40's, flagged off the 1974 railway strike the 
day after Mr. George Fernandes was arrested. He was arrested sometime 
later for a minor offence following an inter-village feud. 
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Expecting to be released on his appeal to the high court, Mr. Sivalingam 
had refused to oblige the then ruling DMK to help set up its own railway 
workers’ union. When the high court confirmed the conviction and sentence 
of one year in jail, Mr. Sivalingam jumped bail and presumably joined the 
Naxalites, Many others like him have apparently been forced to join the 
movement for a variety of reasons like humiliation and torture at the hands 
of high caste employers or because of trumped up charges. 


The police place the number of hardcore Naxalites "wanted" by them in the 
Tirupattur area at 100 of whom 0 are regarded as "leaders."" The police 
officers in charge of combing operations say that even though many of the 
Naxalites are “illiterate,” they are quite familiar with the teachings of 
Marx, Lenin, Mao, Stalin and others, 


The Naxalites describe themselves as members of the "Marxia Leninia 
Katchi" (Marxist-Leninst Party). Thousands of copies of Das Kapital in 
Tamil translation are among many other Soviet publications sold or are 
being sold in Tirupa.tur and Jalarpet. 


Apart from the killings, the Naxalites have also taken to destroying cer- 
tain crops. Plantain, coconut and jasmine plants have been found decapita- 
ted and with the slogan "pana pairu podathe; pasi pairu podu" (do not 

plant cash crop; plant food crop) scrawled on the site, 


Voluntary organisations have started doing some work to wean away the 
Naxalites. Mr. P. V. Bhaktavatsalam, the president of the organisation for 
civil and democratic rights and a former communist who resigned from the 
CPI during the emergency, is a lawyer who has taken great interest in the 
socio-economic problems of his town. He has succeeded in persuading some 
young Naxalites to give up senseless violence and destruction of property. 
He blames the growth of the movement on what he calls the social atrocities 
and economic inequalities perpetrated on the poverty-ridden vast majority 
by the small minority enjoying prosperity. 


In Kadirampatti village, 300 harijan families slave for the 170 upper 
easte families for a piddling annual payment of Rs. 350 plus two meals a 
day. Inquiries reveal that many landlords have amassed wealth by distill-- 
ing and selling arrack. The hapless labourers are forced to do this work 
as well, 


Sources say this “business” cannot be carried on without the support, if 
not the connivance, of the police who get a piece of the cake in the 
classic Bombay prohibition style. The relaxation of prohibition by the 
MGR government has only marginally affected the arrack barons. If the 
government goes ahead and abolishes prohibition, this stranglehold by 
the landlords on the arms of the law will be loosened with beneficial 
results for all, these sources maintain. 


It is against this background that a three-pronged drive against not only 
Naxalites but Naxalism as a philosophy launched by the collector of North 
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Arcot district, Me, D, Gangappa, gains significance, Inetead of looking 
at the prevailing situation a8 4 mere law and order problem that could be 
amothered by police operations, Mr, Gangappa has drawn up an elaborate 
acheme involving developmental activity and redressal of longstanding 
gfievaneces, in addition to punitive measures, 


Conferring with district offtietale of a1] departments at his headquartere 
in Vellore, Mr, Gangappa told this correspondent that a special develop- 
ment officer in the rank of deputy collector was being appointed to spur 
industrial development in the taluka, Mr, Gangappa, who is at home in 

all the languages spoken in the region, said he had found the food-for-work 
programme the moet “elastic” for hie immediate purpose, 


Three kilograms of rice is given to every man, woman and child over ten 
years for a day's work on projects like desilting supply channels, improve- 
ment of roade and improving drinking water sources, We recollected a 
polenant moment experienced by him while on a tour inepecting work and 
disatributing rice, 


An Experience 


it wae in Chinna Ponneri village, at the foot of the Elagiri Hille, when 
4 young man, Kasi by name, came up to Mr. Gangappa to receive his quota 
of viee for having worked on desilting a channe!. Kasi was a Harijan 
holding 4 master's degree in arts but without a job! 


Mr. Gangappa hae planned a special contact programme here on September 6 
when at least 3,200 petitions, of which 2,500 seeking pattas for house 
sites, are expected to be disposed of on the spot. 


Mr. Gangappa hopes .o achieve his objective. But this would seem to be 

an over-simplification of the problem which has been recognised for what 
it ie by the president of India in his Independence Day-eve broadcast. The 
President's fears of “class conflicts” and his call for “an orderly social 
transformation based on a balance of sacrifice to make life more livable 
for the great majority of our people” are more to the point. 
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EXTREMISM RIFE IN NORTH TAMIL NADU 
Madras THE HINDU in English 20 Aug 80 p 8 


[Text] They epeak in hushed tone looking over their shoulders. A lot 
of beating about the bush goes on. A ray of fear flashes across their 
faces ae they talk about the growing terroriem in villages. They are 

hesitant to say anything on the reasons behind the sudden eruption of 

violence. 


They recall the recent killing of three police personnel along with three 
naxalites on August 6 in a bomb blast at Tirupattur in North Arcot district. 
There ie a pause again. There is unwillingness to go further. An 
anxiety to avoid the topic and move away is evident. Persuasion and 
appeal fail to make them pick up the threads of conversation. 


This ie the type of situation one confronts in some villages in North 
Arcot and Dharmapuri districts while probing the causes that sparked the 
recent naxalite flare-up. 


After piecing together all sorts of rumours, conjectures, claims and hazy 
details, a picture emerges--what was a subsurface ripple of stray terror 
tactice and occasional killing of landlords by extremists in selective 
villages in the two districts, has now assumed serious proportions. 


Gruesome murders in quick succession, dacoities, robberies and demand for 
ransom money, particularly in the past six months in certain villages in 
Tirupattur have set off a fear psychosis. 


Villagers and the police, however, share one view. On the one hand 
extremists go about striking terror and killing landlords, while on the 
other a gang of criminals exploiting the pitiable plight of the villagers 
indulge in a looting spree under the guise of naxalites so that the vic- 
time would remain silent sufferers. The police admit that several dacoity 
cases went unreported by the victims fearing bloody reprisals. 


The police find themselves chasing the silhouette of both naxalites and 
pseudonaxalites. Their anti-naxalite drive is riddled with many problems. 
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Piret, there te all round eilence, No villager is prepared to say any~ 
thing even if he is 4 victim of 4@ robbery of ransom money demand, The 
police know that some of the terrorists go about in the hamlets in die- 
guise, Hut none of the villagers has any courage to pase on any informa- 
tion for fear of being attacked the next day, Secondly some of the ring 
leaders have been so successfully eluding arrest for the past ten years, 
that their identifies are unknown to police parties raiding their hide- 


ute, 





in certain cases of murder, property remaine untouched while in other 
killings, gold jewellery and other valuables have been looted, [as 
published) This hase baffled the police who claim that some of the ring 
leaders sought after, were once notorious dacoite and are now roaming 
about under the cover of “naxalites” to gain sympathy of the poor and 
wullible rural folk, 


as the movement for annihilation of landlords taken roote in North Arcot 
anc Dharmapuri districts’ What are the causes which have made the two 
dietricte fertile for the growth of terroriem? 


Enquiries reveal that the seeds for the naxalite movement were sown in the 
two districtea-<setill most backward industrially and economically-<in the 
early Seventies when the Bengali naxalite leader, Charu Magumdar, paid a 
vieit to Hogenekkal on the Karnataka border and brought under his spell 
three teenagers hailing from the two districts--Kannamani, Tamilvanan and 
lamilarasan--who are wanted by the police for murders and dacoities. The 
three cast their spell on other teenagers to spread the annihilation move- 
ment by organising classes in the hilly terrains. Among those who turned 
out to be most articulate and devoted ideologues were Sivalingam and 
Chinnathambi, now claimed by the police to have managed to escape the bomb 
blast on Auguet 6 after being rounded up by a police party at Elagiri 
hills, 


Both of them are stated to have fallen out with their mentors and formed 
a separate group upholding the theory of annihilation of class enemies. 
The two extremists are wanted by the police along with six others for 
various offences like murder, dacoities and robberies. 


What sort of hold the extremists have over the villagers’? A talk with a 
crosesection of people in villages skirting Tirupattur like Kandli, 
Nanneri, Achamangalam, Madapalli and Jolarpet (the last two places are 
the strongholds of extremists) showed that the ring leaders have struck 
terror among the villagers. [as published] 


Villagers say that the extremists have contact men everywhere to carry 
message and food to their hideouts. One did not know who among them will 
be a ‘courier’. Any reference about extremists anywhere in the village 
brought forth threatening letters. Those who have violated this self- 
imposed code have paid the price with their lives. 
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They also referred to the anonymous letters demanding ransom money, par= 
ticularly from welleteede farmers, The addressees are directed to deposit 
the money in a particular place at a specified time and also warned 
against the consequences of informing the police, Many have silently 
obeyed and continue te de se without 4 murmur, While a negligible per- 
centage of people in villages sympathiee with the extremists, the vast 
malority remain silent, overawed by the terroriem unleashed by the 
exntremiate, 


Talke with the vwillladere on the causes behind the terroriem boil down to 
factore like eoctal oppreseton, feudaliem indulged in by landlords, exploita- 
tion of email iandholdere and farm labour by usurious money lenders and 
atrocities perpetrated by caste Hindus against Harijane and bonded labour 

in various forms, [as published] 


Mr. P, V. Bhaktavatehalam, a Tirupattur lawyer and State President of the 
Organisation for Civil and Democratic Rights, (who is now under arrest) 
holds the view that agrarian unrest ie the main reason for the growth of 
terroriem in North Arcot and Dharmapuri districts. Farm labour is paid 
very low--Re, } per man and Re. 2 per woman ae againet Re. 7 and Re. 5 
fixed by the Government. Social legislations like protection of tenancy 
rightd and Debt Relief Act only remain on paper. [as published] Instead 
of taking steps to enforce the laws aimed at bettering the lot of farm 
labour, the of ficialdom only tried to obtain peace by using the police 
machinery to put down the simmering discontent prevailing among farm 
labour, he argues. 


Mr. Bhaktavatealam told this reporter (before his arrest) that the 
naxalite movement ie epreading with more frustrated and unemployed young 
men in the villages joining it. The police, he says, is also responsible 
in a way in driving the young men into the arms of the extremists. When 
a murder is committed in 4 village, police swoop on all young men, drag 
them to the police stations and subject them to torture at the behest of 
some vested interests, he charges. Gripped by tension and fear of police 
vendeatta, these young men after a taste of brutal beatings, go into 
viding. [ae published] Detected and helpless, they are dragged into the 
eddies of the appeal of the extremists who catch them young and indoctrin- 
ate them. The attempts of the police to turn some of the young men as 
their informants only boomerang on them. “What amount of support the 
extremists enjoyed among the poor could be gauged from the fact that some 
of the leaders wanted by the police continue to mingle with villagers and 
yet elude arrest for several years". 


This view ie repudiated by the police who say that if only the villagers 
nad remained united and cooperated with them the problem of terroriss 
could have been solved, Each one was only anxious to save himself unmind- 
ful of che death and destruction faced by his neighbours. Noncooperation 
with the police would only make the plight of the villagers worse in the 
dove to come. 











on bonded labour, Many \eretone were inetanced, One of them was exploita- 
tion of emall land=heldere by money=lenders whe seige any opportunity to 
erab any piece of land by giving loans at interests ranging from 200 to 
00 per cent, in Madapalli village near Tirupattur, one villager has this 
to say: “Some landlords empley farm labour paying wages annually. If a 
poor worser is foreed to take & loan again before the due date, heavy 
isterest te charged, There ts nothing left for him to claim as wages. 

Sut fines that he has to pay the landlord some amount and so he agreed to 
yore again, Thus the vicious circle goes on and he remains indebted 

for ever unable to get out of the tentacles, [as published] 


Wotkere aleo take loans tor celebrating the marriage of their sons and 
dauehtere and in a few yeare the interest charged gets multiplied and far 
exceeds the loan amount, Unable to find the means to repay the loan and 
the interest, the workere are forced to work on the terma dictated by 

the landlords, 


The erievances aired by some farm labour at Mathur and Pochampalli vil- 
ages, Raxalite strongholds in Dharmapuri district, were different. They 
say indebted farm workers even pledge their teenaged sons and daughters 
with the landlords to do household duties, graze cattle, etc. They are 
bitter that untouchability is et4)1 practised in a virulent form in many 
hamlets and Harijane are treated with contempt and disrespect. K. Gopal, 
a farmer owning two acres of land from Nallampalii, six miles off 
armapuri, said landlords indulged in molesting Harijan women and denied 
‘obs to those workers who insisted on fair wages. 


According to Mr. §&. Krishnan, an advocate of Dharmapuri, social atrocities 
acainet Harijane in surrounding villages were on the increase. The 

police alwaye ignored complaints preferred by victims at the behest of 
andiords, Harijane are not allowed to draw water from the wells used by 
caste Hindus. Abject poverty, unemployment and social oppression led to 
frustration and discontent among the farm labour. He said landlords 
managed to evict tenants with the help of Tahsildarse and karnams in many 
cases, 


Some of the emall land-holders whom this reporter met in villages like 
Barur, Nagarasanpatti and Maravadi in Dharmapuri district, were unwilling 
to say anything on the naxalite terrorism. They conceded that all was 

not well on the farm front. There was unrest and tendency to rebel on the 
part of farm labour. 


This sentiment was endorsed by Mr. D. N. Vadiveki, a landlord and a promi- 
nent Congress (1) leader at Dharmapuri who unsuccessfully contested the 
recent Assembly elections. He said landowners found it difficult to carry 
on agricultural work in the present atmosphere charged with tension. 

There seemed to be no other way except to dispose of the land and go in 
search of other avenues. He felt the problem of naxalite menace in the 
district could be solved if the hands of the police were not fetterec. 
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A landlord at Dharmapuri blamed the Government for allowing the growth of 
terroriam in the district, We recalled how the police put down naxalite 
movement in North Arcot district in the mid-seventies and the way they 
were let down by the authorities by entangling them in a maze of judicial 
enquiries following the death of a naxalite leader, Seeralan in 1977, 
Enquiries with locals at Jolarpet, an important road and rail junction, 

/ wm off Tirupattur, from where Sivalingam and the late Seeralan hailed, 
showed that they started the naxalite movement in Jolarpet and brought 
under their spel! sympathisers in surrounding villages around the early 
part of 19/3, Jc was all then on a low key-=-they used to conduct classes 
for teenagers. indoctrinate and make them believe in the “annihilation” 
policy. 


During the Emergency, Seeralan revolted against the treatment meted out 
to farm labour and championed their cause forcefully. The landlords 
tried to retaliate by organising thugs to settle scores with those whom 
they considered trouble makers, This had stoked the fires of hatred 
Against landlords and the extremists turned their wrath on the police whom 
they branded as "stooges of landlords” and "money bags". The sizzling 
discontent burst with the double murder case at Koodapatctu village near 
Tirupattur followed by other cases of murder, arson, dacoities and 
destruction of agricultural properties. Those who dared to give evidence 
against suspected elements were assaulted and threats were held out, thus 
setting off a reign of terror. 


The Seeralan case in 1977 proved a turning point as some of the policemen 
who tried to eliminate the naxalite cult found themselves answerable to 
commissions of enquiry, leading to the slowing down in the tempo of anti- 
naxalite drive. This lull only helped the movement to spread. 


While so much talk goes on about the naxalite hide-outs at Elagiri hills, 
stretching to a distance of 18.25 sq. miles, the atmosphere in the summer 
resort, is calm and the 2700-odd tribals living in twelve hamlets scattered 
around go about their chores nonchalantly. A private bus is operated 
linking the plains and the hills which have 1202 hectares of cultivable 
land, 164 hectares of waste land and 3297 hectares of forest land. At the 
foot of the hills is the small hamlet--Elagiri village--5 miles off 
Tirupattur, suspected by the police to be the hideouts of naxalites. 
Rumours are rife that boombs and other explosives are manufactured by 

the extremists in the inaccessible forests snaking through the 15 km 

what road. [as published] As one drives along the 3440 ft. high hills 
through the ghat road with as many as 15 hairpin bends, one is lost in 

the picturesque scenery presenting diverse green vegetation all round. 


North Arcot whose contour is like a tri-junction, also has Javadi Hills at 
its centre, besides close proximity with Andhra and Karnataka borders. 
This, the police feel, help the extremists play hide and seek with them. 


Over 400 Policemen headed by an Additional Superintendent of Police, Mr. 
V. Jagannathan, now ststioned at Tirupattur, raid suspected extremists’ 
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nideoute round-the-clock, [ase published) Their determination seems to 
be bring the leaders to book at any cost, [as published) Mr. W, I, 
Davarma, Deputy Inepector of Police (Vellore range) camping moat of the 
daye at Tirupattur leade the raid parties in the hilly terrain unmindful 
of threatening letters, 


Sivalingam, a close relative of the late Sreelan, belongs to the Gounder 
-ommunity and was a farmer diesel engine driver. Now in his early 30's, 
ve ie etated to be a widower and to have left his four children in the 
uetody of bie relatives at Vaniyambadi. We carries a reward of Re, 
10,000 on hie head, 
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SHILLONG CALLED HAVEN FOR EXTREMISTS 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 20 Aug 80 p 5 
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FACTORS BEHIND MORADABAD RIOT EXAMINED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 20 Aug 80 pp 1, 15 
[Article by Vikram Rao] 


[Text] Moradabad: Reporting free India's worst-ever communal riots in 
Almedabad over a decade ago I heard a Buropean neweman quip: "Oh, all 
over a cow again!" The current trouble in Moradabad is again over an 
animal. But this time there is a difference. Unlike in Ahmedabad, the 
trouble in Moradabad did not begin as a clash between the Hindus and the 
Muslims. Inetead it began as a confrontation between the Muslims and 
the police. It is a different matter that the UP police force is pre- 
dominantly Hindu. 


Riots have not been uncommon in this sensitive western U.P. town known 
internationally as “brass town" for its exquisite enamelware. There was 
trouble only a month ago when a Harijan wedding party was attacked and 
the bridegroom assaulted because his “baratis" (member of the party) 
played music on the street where a mosque happened to be located. 


Several factore account for the rise in tension in the town--the presence 
of a large number of Hajis (people who have been to Mecca and Medina on a 
pilgrimage), the flow of petro-dollars for the construction of two Islamic 
universities, the presence of a large number of refugees from West 
Pakistan, and so on. A recent development has gone quite unnoticed 
despite its obvious importance. There has been a big influx of Muslims 
from Bangladesh into the town. They have come in search of a livelihood. 
Then there are the Bihari Muslims who do most of the manual labour, inclu- 
ding rickshaw-pulling. 


The Muslim League has become a factor in electoral politics in the area as 
a result of the growing consciousness among the Muslim community of its 
voting power. This development has followed and has been facilitated by 
the rise of a new middle class among the Muslims as a result of the spread 
of education. These young men provide a pseudo-religious and pseudo- 
intellectual veneer to the vested interests of the upper class and give 
expression to the collective fears of the illiterate Muslim masses. As 
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a corollary Jummeeki-hamag (Friday congregations) have become occasions 
for explosive speeches, These are relayed by electronic amplifiers, 


Officials may not like to admit it, but they are concerned over the inflow 
of petroedollars, In tact they wonder whther the current trouble in 
Moradabad is not being used to tarnish India's secular image and to wean 
away the Muslim community from secular political parties they supported 
during the last Lok Sabha and vidhan sabha elections, [as published] 


The proximity of Aligarh and Deoband as well as the Muslim-dominated 
teheil of Samb ii have also helped draw Moradabad town into the zone of 
tension and turmoil, 


A hundred thousand devout Muslims gathered at the Eidgah on Eid day on 
Auguet 13. The maidan with boundary walls has the capacity to hold only 
half of them, Several thousand people positioned themselves on the main 
road and the adjoining ground outside the boundary wall for the prayers. 


lt was only after the prayers and during the "khutba" by the Shahr Imam 
that there was a commotion on the left flank near HSB college gate because 
a pig had entered the area, Some boys shouted “namaaz has become naapak" 
(prayer has been defiled). This started a commotion. But soon the boys 
vanished, 


Paradoxically the trouble began when the Imam was urging his audience 
to “be kind to animals," 


When | asked Dr. Naseem Ahmed, a medical practitioner whose house is 
separated by a common wall from the Eidgah, which side the pig came from, 
he pointed towards the HSB college side. "Did you see it?" "No I only 
heard someone say it.” 


While none of the dozens of Muslim residents of the area whom I have inter- 
viewed could say that they saw the pig, Dr. Shamim Ahmed Khan, president 

of the parallel U.P. Muslim League, told me he had seen pigs swimming 
across the nullah behind the camp of the Muslim League near the HSB 

college gate. He also saw them coming towards the namazees! "Why did your 
men not stop or chase the animals away?" I asked him. His men to not 

touch the "dirty creatures." 


A version given to me by both some Muslims and poliemen has it that when 
the boys watching a pig coming towards namazees asked the uniformed PAC 
men: "Why do you not stop the animal?", a policeman, obviously piqued, 
retorted: “We are on duty here to help you and not to catch pigs." This 
was the flashpoint for the riot. 


In the area near Eidgah live the Valmikis, a sect of Harijans who keep 
pigs. It is a common sight to see pigs moving round. In fact, when the 
Union home minister, Giani Zail Singh, visited the Eidgah area, the camera 
shots showed pigs moving about. 
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But this much can be said for certain that a pig cannot suet enter the 
Eidgah area, when hundreds of thousands of people are perching on roads 
and footpaths during the Eid prayers. This leaves hardly any room for 
even a child to enter, Mian Liaquat, whose car repair shop adjoining 

the Eidgah, told me: "When namaagia squat on the ground here not even an 
ant can enter the maidan, It 1e so overcrowded," 


if at all a pig eatrayed into the namaagi crowd it wae at the periphery, 
near the Muslim League camp, adjoining the HSB college gate, The distance 
between the Eidgah maidan boundary walle and the spot where the pig 
reportedly appeared was nearly as much as that between Delhi's Jama 

Masjid and the Red Fort or like that between Bombay's Azad Maidan and 
Crawford Market, The pulpit of the Eidgah was half a kilometre away from 
the spot dirtied by the straying animal. 


The poliee has not yet probed the first information report filed by some 
Muslim Leaguers two days before the Eid-ul-Fitr (August 13) with the 
Mughalpura police station. The FIR said that the Valmiki Harijans had 
reportedly threatened the Muslim League members that they would see how 
Eid was celebrated this year. Why then did the police not take action? 
Why did it tot probe the accuracy or the inaccuracy of the allegation and 
establish the facts? 


What followed the commotion has been widely reported. Fifty-two women and 
children were crushed in the stampede, another 100 people died as a 

result of police firing, private gunshots, stabbing, armed clashes and 
arson. 


Moradabad was once a Jana Sangh stronghold. But during the June assembly 
elections the Congress (1) candidate, a former Jamiat leader, was elected 
with the support of both Hindus and Muslims against the Muslim League 
candidate. This did not end the tussle for leadership of the Muslim 
community between che Congress (1) and the Muslim League. This is inci- 
dentally one r ason why the Congress (1) MLA and Congress (I) Muslim mem- 
bers are as loud in their protest over what has happened as the Muslim 
League leaders. 


The RSS and the erstwhile Jana Sangh have not figured at all in the current 
unrest. Though usually accused of fomenting trouble or fishing in troub- 
led waters, the RSS has been conspicuously absent in the Moradabad 

trouble. This fact has been substantiated not only by the state intelli- 
gence and Congress (I) plitical workers but also by the Shahr-Imam, 

Dr. S. Kamal Fahim. The Muslim League chief, Dr. Shamim Ahmed Khan, 
however, says that the RSS is behind the police excesses against the 
Muslims. 


| visited the trouble spot and found that while every tent, including 
those of the Congress (I), the municipal board and other voluntary agencies, 
had been destroyed, the Muslim League tent was undamaged even on the third 
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day of the ctote, I have taken a photograph of the tent. The worat-nit 
tent wae thit of the Aman Samiti (peace committee), 


The pollee say that they opened fire only after the unruly mob started 

to throw brickbats and had lynched to death the additional district 
Magietrate, Mr. D, P, Singh. Mr. Singh was personally supervising sani- 
tary work near the Eidgah and was distributing cardamom and sweets to the 
namazees on behalf of the municipal board, 


Violence on such a seale must lead to an analysis of Moradabad's general 
situation. The collector told me that the licences for arms issued to 
date numbered a little over 9,000, This figure for an adult male popula- 
tion of about a lakh means that there is one weapon to every eleven adults. 
Moreover, most of the arms against these licences are bought from the arms 
markets of West Asia, 


[ft there are 9,900 licensed arms, what about the unlicensed country-made 
guns? These should equal, if not exceed, the licensed ones. That means 
that every sixth Moradabadi possesses a lethal weapon. There has hardly 
been any response to the government notification calling tor the surrender 
of arms. 


The influx of foreign money is a delicate issue which it may be not be 
advisable to deal with at present. [as published] But the sums are 
exormous and need to be looked into. [as published] The authorities will 
not find the task too difficult if they are interested. 


There is a growing fear among the residents of Moradabad and the areas 

in its vicinity that an assiduous attempt is being made by certain inter- 
ested elements to make Moradabad, Aligarh, Badayun and Shahjahanpur areas 
the Muslim League's sphere of influence. This is a dangerous portent 

for secular forces in western U.P. where both the Lok Dal and the Congress 
(lL) have been claiming the leadership of the Muslims. The member of 

the Lok Sabha from Moradabad is a Lok Dal Muslim, while the local member 
of the state vidhan sabha belongs to the Congress (1). 


Jnless the political workers having faith in secularism wake up, western 
U.P. may witness the rise of men like Chaudhury Khaliquzzamman, whose 

great ambition was to project Jawaharlal Nehru as a spokesman of only the 
Hindus, and Allama Mashriqi whose Khaksars are still active in Moradabad. 
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INDIA 


TRIBUNAL NOTES RISE IN LANGUAGE DAILIES 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 20 Aug 80 p 8 


[Text] Indian language newspapers are making a better showing and this 
trend is bound to grow, reports UNI quoting the Palekar tribunal. 


it lists several language periodicals the circulation of which ranges 
between 100,000 and 300,000, 


However, Mr Palekar hastens to add: I do not want to create the impres- 
sion that English newspapers are stagnating. They have also improved their 
circulation, especially, some of them produced by the major groups in 
metropolitan cities. 


In areas outside the metropolitan cities, the language newspapers have 
generally eclipsed every other English newspaper issued from those areas. 


Some of them like MALAYALAM MANORAMA and MATHRUBHUMI issued from provin- 
cial towns are coming to "very top". This is true of periodicals also, 
the tribunal says. 


The weekly KUMUDAM in Tamil sells more than five lakh copies. As aaginst 
this, he highest selling English weekly is the ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY OF 
INDIA which has a circulation of little over three lakhs. [as published] 


There are no cities in Kerala which have a metropolitan size like Bombay, 
Delhi or Calcutta, and yet the circulation of several Malayalam newspapers 
have been phenomenal. [as published] 


According to the Press in India, 1977, which is latest report available, 
there are in all 709 newspapers in Kerala of which 95 are dailies fT 

of them were published from its Capital, Trivandrum, 49 from provincial 
cities with a population of over one lakh and 36 from towns with less 

than one lakh population. There are five dailies--four of them from 
provincial towns, each having a circulation of more than one lakh. 











In spite of repeated hikes in the sales price and advertisement rates, the 
circulation of MATHBUBHUMI in the second of half 1979 was over three lakhs 
and that of MALAYALAM MANORAMA 4,78 lakhs. [as published] 


What is true of Kerala, according to the tribunal, is bound to be repeated 
in other States in course of time, 


Two Bengali dailies--ANAND BAZAR PATRIKA and JUGANTAR both from Calcutta-- 
have surpassed by far the circulation figures of STATESMAN and AMRIT BAZAR 
PATRIKA, 


The Hindi NAV BHARAT TIMES published from Delhi and Bombay, had larger 
circulation than the TIMES OF INDIA published by the same group. 


The LOKSATTA of Bombay, a Marathi daily, has larger circulation than the 
INDIAN EXPRESS, Bombay. 


The TANTHI, from Madras and some other Centres in Tamilnadu, have surpassed 
the circulation of the HINDU--an English daily. [as published] 
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INDIA 


NAXALITE POSTERS REPORTED TO APPEAR IN MADRAS 
Hombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in Bngliah 19 Aug 80 p 15 


‘Text] Madras, August 18: Posters reading “salute to the Tirupattur 
martyre” and “long live Naxalbari” appeared in several parte of the city 
this morning. 


The reference was to the car explosion in Tirupattur, North Areot district, 
on Auguet 6 in which a police inepector, two policemen and three alleged 
Naxalite prisoners died, The posters were signed "CPI-M.." 


The sudden appearance of the posters came on the heels of the arrest of 
Mr. P. V. Bhaktavatealam, a lawyer of Tirupattur and president of the 
Makkal Urimai Kazhagam (organisation for civil and democratic rights), 

and Mr. P. V. Ramanujam, his brother and secretary of the OCDR, minutes 
before they were to address a press conference here on Saturday afternoon. 


Meanwhile, the Madras high court today dismissed a habeas corpus writ 
petition filed by a brother of the two arrested men, Mr. P. V. Anantha- 
krishnan, a student of the Madras law college, praying that they be pro- 
duced and set free as they were unlawfully detained. 


The public prosecutor informed the court that the two men had been arrested 
for harbouring Naxalite offenders and that they had been produced before 


the judicial first clase magistrate at Vellore and remanded to judicial 
custody, 


CSO: 4220 
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INDIA 


CPT LEADER, OTHERS COMMENT ON MORADABAD 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 17 Aug 80 p 5 
[Text] New Delhi, Auguet 16 (UNI). 


The Communiet Party of India (CPI) general secretary, Mr. C. Rajeswara 
Rao, today said in a statement that the recrudescence of communal dis- 
turbances in various parte of the country in the wake of Moradabad 
“massacre” was oninous and fraught with serious consequences for the 
secular-democratic set up and unity of the nation. [as published) 


Mr. Rao said that the CPI condemned the Moradabad killings for which he 
blamed the Provincial Armed Constabulary (P.A.C.). He urged the state 
government to suspend the officials concerned and bring the guilty to 
book, 


Mr. Rao appealed to the Central and state governments to take effective 
steps so that the country was not drawn into another communal holocaust. 


In another statement, the Delhi state executive committee of the CPI, 
deplored yesterday's incidents in the walled city. From all available 
evidence it was evident that the masses of people were not involved in 
this either emotionally or physically. It appeared to be a pre-planned 
attempt by certain miscreants among the communal forces. 


The party appealed to all the citizens not to be misled by wild rumours 
and maintain the traditional atmosphere of amity and communal harmony. It 
also appealed to all democratic and secular forces to come together and 
work together to defeat the attempts by communal elements to create 
trouble. 


Meanwhile, Mr. Mani Ram, MP and acting president of the Janata party (5S), 
described the Moradabad incidents as “unfortunate” and said had the chief 
minister of Uttar Pradesh, Mr. V. P. Singh, resigned, such incidents 
could have been averted. 


It had now been proved that the UP government had failed to run the admin- 
istration efficiently. 


CSO: 4220 132 








INDIA 


BRIEFS 


NEW BORDER CHECKPOINT=-Amritear, July 29--Passengers going to Pakistan 
or arriving from there will undergo customs and other checks at Amritear 
inatead of at the Attari railway terminus, 24 km. from here, after a few 
months. This decision has been taken by the Centre following the recent 
Indo-Pakiatani agreement aimed at increasing travel and cultural 
exchanges between the two countries. It is pointed out that the facil- 
ities available at Attari for outgoing and incoming passengers are woe- 
fully inadequate. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 

10 Jul 80 p 15) 


UNION LEADER DIES--Kanpur, July 29 (UNI)--Veteran trade union leader 
and former UP Minister Ganesh Datt Bajpai died after a heart attack at 
the Institute of Cardiology here last night. He was 70. He is survived 
by a son and three daughters. Mr Bajpai had served as a Minister of 
State for Labour in the Kamlapati Tripathi Ministry and later as a 
Cabinet Minister in the Janata Government. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT 
in English 30 Jul 80 p 1] 


RAJYA SABHA DEPUTY CHAIRMAN--New Delhi, July 30--Mr Shyam Lal Yadav of 
the Congress(I) was elected Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha today by 
134 to 81 votes. He defeated Mr A. G. Kulkarni (Cong), nominee of the 
Opposition, in a straight contest. Mr Yadav's name was proposed by Mr 
Bhisma Narain Singh, Minister for Parliamentary Affairs, and seconded 
by Mr A. P. Sharma, Minister for Civil Aviation. [Excerpts] [Calcutta 
THE STATESMAN in English 31 Jul 80 p 1) 


TRANSPORT PLANE PROGRESS--New Delhi, July 30--A new Indian transport 

plane is at the design stage, it was revealed in the Lok Sabha today. 
The plane was referred to as “HPT32" by the Minister of State for De- 
fence, Mr C. P. N. Singh, while replying to questions. India, he told 
Dr Vasant Kumar Pandit, had been looking for aircraft to meet three 

types of needs: medium tactical transport aircraft, piston engine air- 
craft for training purposes and feeder airlines. Proposals were still 
being evaluated on the type of aircraft India should go in for. The 

moment one was found suitable for a particular need, it would be manu- 
factured in collaboration with a foreign country. Alternatively, the 
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indian designed Ni'l=t2 would be put inte production,==?T1l The minister 
clarified that the Avro (H5748) aireraft were not being phased out 
“pightaway,” but by 1982-65, (Text) (Madras THE HINDU in English 

1 Jul 80 p 10) 


ALD TO JHARKAND==New Delhi, July 31 (PTl)=-Some British, French, West 
German and Dutch missionaries and social welfare organisations have 
been aiding the @ovement for 4 separate Jharkhand etate, Mr Yogendra 
Makwana, Sinister of state of home affairs, informed the Rajya Sabha 
today. The wf ialster told Mr Ramanand Yadav and two others in a written 
reply that these Missionaries and organisations were organising the 
tribals to agitate on pro-tribal issues, Basing his information 

on 4 feport received from the West Bengal government, the minister 
said the district magistrate, Midnapore, in a report had intimated 
that increasing number of foreigners and missionaries were visiting 
Ihargram, [txcerpt] ([|Sombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 1 Aug 80 


p 3) 


PRC BORDER TROOPS=-Caleutta, July 3Jl--Chinese troops across the Sikkim 
and Shutan border of late have been trying to befriend Indian border 
guards, informed sources here say. Till recently border guards on 
either side used to watch one another from a distance without a4 chance 
of any exchange of word between the two sides. But on a few recent 
occasions Chinese troope are said to have come up to the border and 
sought to engage their Indian counterparts in brief dialogue. They 
even sought to explain away their presence so near the border by say- 
ing they were in search of strayed goats and, on one occasion, inquired 
about the availability of nautch girls, Response on che Indian side 
continues to be cautious and guarded, more so because no goat has ever 
been sighted near the border. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in 
English 1 Aug 80 p 5) 


MAHARASHTRA BYELECTION--Bombay, July 3l--Mr N. M. Kamble, a former 
president of the Bombay Congress central coordination committee(I), 

was today declared elected unopposed to the Rajya Sabha in a by-election 
from the Maharashtra legislative assembly constituency caused by the 
resignation from the Rajya Sabha of the present chief minister, Mr A. 

R. Antulay. The other two candidates in field, Mr Y. S. Khedkar and 
Mre Indumati Kamble, withdrew their nomination today, the last day for 
withdrawals and Mr N. M. Kamble was declared elected unopposed. 

(Text) [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 1 Aug 80 p 5) 


IAF COMMAND HEADOQUARTERS--New Delhi, August 17 (PTI): The sixth command 
of the LAF, designated as the “south-western air command” has been formed 
with headquarters at Jodhpur. This will be the fourth operational command 
in the TAF. Air Marshall J. R. Bhasin is the first officer commanding- 
in-chief of the south-western air command. The other air force commands 
are, the eastern air command, Shillong, the western air command, New Delhi, 
the central air command, Allahabad, the maintenance command, Nagpur, and 
the training command, Bangalore, says an official release. [Text] [Bombay 
THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 18 Aug 80 p 16] 
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TANK SPARE GALL~=Tive Opposition in the Rajya Sabha on Monday demanded a 
statement from Government on the reported sale of Centurion tank spare 
parte to @ Jewish firm in Canada, say PTI, Raising the tasue by way of 
special mention, Mre Margaret Alva (Cong-U) said the deal had been rushed 
through under the direction of the Miniater of State for Defence, One of 
the agente in London, she said, had been ringing her up and requesting her 
not to make thinge difficult for him by raieing the issue. Which party 
would be interested in buying spares without being sure of being sold the 
tanks itself? she asked, Mr Bhupesh Gupta (CPI), who had given full 
details of the deal some days ago, demanded a clarification from the 
Government. He wanted to know why Government was eilent. Mr Gupta said 
this was 4 pre-emptive move for sale of Centurion tanks to gun runners. 
[Text) [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 19 Aug 80 p 1) 


VETERAN COMMUNIST DIES--Berahampur, July 27 (UNI)==-Mr Govindra Pradhan, 
veteran CPI leader of Orissa died after prolonged illness here today. 

Ne wae 76. Mr Pradhan went underground when the party was banned in 
1968, He was jailed for two years after hie arrest in 1950. Twice 
elected to the state assembly in 1952 and 1961 Mr Pradhan is known for 
the “Takarada” uprising against the zamindare of Seragada. [Text] 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 28 Jul 80 p 3) 


INDIANS IN ABU DHABI--Doha, July 28 (UNI)--The Abu Dhabi police have 
arrested nine members of a Hindu organisation that allegedly opposes 
islam and spreads Hinduism in the United Arab Emirates. The newspaper 

AL FPAJR named the organisation leader as Kete Kolan ‘Al Fejr' and said 
that a pirate radio ship which allegedly sent out Hindu missionary broad- 
caste is anchored in the Gulf. The accused have been remanded to custody 
for 21 days. Trial is to begin shortly. Meanwhile, the newspaper 

Al. KHALED in Sharjah said the authorites had monitored the missionary 
radio which starts its broadcasts early morning. [Text] [Bombay THE 
TIMES OF INDIA in English 29 Jul 80 p 7) 


NORTHEAST AIR SERVICE--New Delhi, July 28--The government of India has 
approved a third-level air operation in the northeastern region. The 
question whether the operation will be started by Indian Airlines or 

ite subsidiary or a corporate sector airline has not yet been decided. 
The government has, however, approved an expenditure of Rs 50 crores in 
foreign exchange for the purchase of 4 twin-engined aircraft. Decision 
on the release of foreign exchange for the purchase of aircraft by state 
governments and private parties for operation in regions other than the 
northeast sector has not yet been taken. No decision has also been 
taken in respect of operation of air taxi services by private operators. 
The government has also earmarked an additional expenditure of Rs 3.5 
crores for developing 12 stations suggested for airlinking in the north- 
eastern region. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 29 Jul 80 p 7) 


BENGAL POLL POSTPONED--Calcutta, Aug 16--The West Bengal Lett Front Com- 
mittee, at its meeting today, decided to hold elections to 90 municipali- 
ties (excepting Calcutta and Howrah) on 4 January, 1981. Earlier the 

Front Committee had decided to conduct this elections on 21 December 1980. 
[as published) The change in the elections date was caused because of cer- 
tain legal difficulties. [Excerpt] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 17 Aug 80 
p 4) 
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PROBLEMS OF IMPLEMENTING RESOLUTION 7 IN MARKETPLACE DESCRIBED 


Vientiane VIENTLANE MAI in Lao 14 Jun 80 p 2 

‘ 
[Text] Resolution no 7 of the party politburo refers to the commercial 
system generally as follows: "...Internal.... (Before anything else 
trading companies of each class and specific branch must be improved 
and have a definite organization. Companies must be set up to purchase 
individual (i.e., not general) goods to operate as specialized companies 
for each item. Each purchase of a class of goods must encourage distri- 
bution of those goods down to the localities so the trade apparatus will 
carry out its duties both in sales and purchases. The state must make 
sure that sales are raised steadily making correct use of private 
traders. For retail trade it shall be the responsibility of local 
trade departments to use private traders correctly but they must also 
control prices to insure fairness.... Central trade authorities have no 
right to control local trade, only a liaison role. Corporate enterprises, 
particularly, have the right to transfer funds and to purchase equipment.... 
Prices are to be set appropriately not only to encourage production but as 
a yardstick of the level of bank funds and the economic base. The central 
level sets price guidelines; the localities actually implement them).... 
"This is a brief portion of resolution no 7 which talks about current 
trade. And if we look at resolution no 7 in the light of the current 
real trade situation I would like to mention a few things particularly 
about trade within the boundaries of Vientiane Province. Generally the 
Vientiane City and Province trade authorities are widening the boundaries 
of trade outlets and increasing the abundance of many types of goods to 
satisfy consumer demand. Also problems in exchange and purchasing have 
been studied and Vientiane trade authorities have set operating goals 
and expansion guidance and have enlarged their operating area out to rural 
production bases in the lowlands and the mountains, and have expanded the 
role of trade between the city and the countryside equally. Actually, in 
the past, we have seen the quantity of goods in the stores and markets 
increase steadily and greatly. But there really are some aspects of the 
trade system in some locations that we have yet to clean up, not only in 
service but also in controls generally. The types of goods available do 
not really meet the needs of would-be consumers. Trade officials above 
all must upgrade themselves to be pure in spirit and not greedy, egotis- 
tical, or desirous of wealth by cheating or stealing goods, or by favoring 
friends and relatives, or by other things which cause them to be degenerate. 
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Huyers and sellers, for the Most part, are honest but cases exhibiting 
poor behavior atill occur, In particular there are individuals who 
dream of getting rich by taking rationed goods and other goods from 
state stores and reselling them at a profit without giving a thought 

to their compatriots who also want of need to consume those very goods, 
ihis kind of behavior, whether intentional or not, ia destructive. What 
should we do with this type of people? The policy of the party is to 
reeducate them, pointing out the error of their waya, on how to behave 
correctly from the new, socialist man'a point of view. Political re- 
education is the basis for building a bright future for all of them, 


vricing of goods is a matter on which trade authorities must concentrate 
on providing guidance and control to insure they are suitable for the 
Living conditions of the multi-ethnic people. They must mike each 
person's expenditures be in balance with his income, Above all they must 
bolster greatly the status of labor involved in production among the 
masses. Localities must carry out pricing strictly and in keeping with 
the central level. Resolutions and instructions say that prices are to 
be set suitably in order to encourage production, that pricing is a yard- 
stick of the level of bank funds and of the economic base. Therefore 
trade authorities must increase the attention paid to this matter in 
order to grasp firmly the balance and stability of the currency system. 
To do this they first must take measures to control (free market) trade 
carefully, organize division of assignments properly, open many more 
state trade outlets because only the opening of many more state trade 
outlets will narrow the scope of free markets, encourage production, con- 
vince the multi-ethnic people of the importance of increased production 
and self-sufficiency, and raise quantity and quality as well as create 
many new items. Communications is the harness, using transportation 
resources of both the state and private interests (both land and water 
transportation resources) and improving the use of state as well as 
private vehicles. But the state must control and guide pricing to 
insure it is most suitable in order to build a position of strength in 
goods for the sake of balancing prices. 


In addition, speaking particularly of trade authorities in the capital 
city, the leadership-level cadres must concentrate on inspection and 
control to fix bottle-necks and leaks of goods in stores, to eliminate 
bad cadres from among the honest ones, to add or cut staff in keeping 
with the work and not let there be more work than people or more people 
than work, and to arrange for the purchase of many kinds of goods for 
the people. If possible units providing sales service of everyday con- 
sumer goods should be set up in the markets to provide service to all 
the people. In order to restrict price increases of any type of goods, 
the state must establish its own purchasing and selling units or, if that 
is not possible, it should gather all the private traders and organize 
them as a cooperative that is subordinate to some portion of the leader- 
ship of the state. Also the state trade authorities must control the 
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price at the point of preduction in order to set appropriate resale 
rices and should get rid of oppertuniste and those who sow confusion 
ausing the value of currency to drop and try to work closely with those 
who use foretan money in the marketplace (particularly money changers). 
One more tesue is that we, the people, must take responsibility collec- 
tively, i.e., we must be the eyes and eara to help eliminate criminals 
and opportuniate., Sellera are people who earn a living honestly. If 
they want to create honesty towards themselves, they must not favor 
themselves too much, That is, they must not exploit the poverty of 
mould earn only a decent profit and not cause disturbances 
prevent devaluation of the currency and then may be regarded 
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RESOLUTION NO 7 HELD TO BE KEY TO SOLVING ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 
Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 14 Jun 80 p 2 


‘Article in "Letters Anewered" column: “How Can Economics Problems Be 
SO ] ved? “ ] 


\Text| A letter from Comrade Sonvilay, who is a teacher at the Udom 
school in Luang Prabang, raises the question that since the monetary 
reform the cost of Living has risen steadily as reflected both in the 
markets and in state goods and “how can this be solved?" 


Repiy: In resolution no 7 of the party Central Committee problems in our 
economic control mechanisms are pointed out, i.e., our level of economic 
control is limited; an ignorance of how to adapt economic principles still 
exists all around; ignorance of the salient features of the five sectors 
of the economy; and the cultural, scientific and technological levels of 
our cadres and people are extremely restricted. Also, in actual perform- 
ance there are many errors. Therefore, we have neither been able to 
successfully encourage increased production nor to open wide traffic in 
goods. 


When the knotty problems of production and traffic are not resolved satis- 
factorily there is a direct impact on living conditions and market prices. 


In fact, with the power of manufactured goods, the largest type of goods 
in the hands of the state, we are able to adjust supply and demand for 
goods in the marketplace appropriately, limiting short-term benefits and 
fostering long-term benefits. 


[f we want to solve our current economic problems we must change our 
economic control mechanisms to socialist economic control machinery based 
on a combination of adapting socialist economic principles and the princi- 
ples of valuation and market relationships in order to open wide traffic 
in goods between home and abroad, between towns and countryside, and 
between localities in order to encourage the new, socialist division of 
labor, to destroy the natural economy, to open wide production and 
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traffic of goods, to encourage expansion of agriculture and industry, and 
to create the framework of a new economy. In addition we must also fos- 
ter an intelligent frugality in order to guarantee that goods on the mar- 
ket increase ateadily., When the quantity of goods is increased it makes 
the price of goods in the market drop and when the price of goods in the 
market is correct it inaurea that everyone's Living conditions are 
greatly improved, All of these things cannot be solved in a day but 
with the guidance and leadership of the party and state our people will 
steadily become aroused and we certainly will be able to solve these 
problems, 


ROG) 
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LAOS 


COLUMN REPORTS ON FREE MARKET OPERATIONS, CONTROL 
Vientiane VLENTIANE MAI in Lao 14 Jun 80 p 2 


[Article in "Speak with the Editor” column: "Interest in Purchase of 
Goods at State Stores") 


[Text] Comrade Phet, a militiaman of [Tasseng) Sithanneua Canton, has 
raised several points of interest with Vientiane Mai in the form of the 
following questions: 


|. How many times a day can a person purchase things in a store and how 
much can be purchased at one time? 


2. State stores are opened to serve the people and cadres. Why do they 
serve middlemen traders? In this instance are trade officials at fault? 


}. Some trade officials sperd hundreds [of kip] at each meal. Where do 
they get this kind of money? 


4. I suggest that the Trade Department dispatch cadres to investigate 
the matters contained in the above questions and, if they are true, cor- 
rect them, 


Comrade Phet, we beg your forgiveness for not answering some of your 
points. Saying this does not mean that we are fraid to but that your 
questions are very similar and your second question makes it seem that 
you do not have a firm grasp of policy and do not know what is wrong 
and what is right. Put more simply you cannot distinguish friends from 
enemies even though you are a militiaman and, thus, have studied policy 
guidelines, comrade. Constructive criticism is a good thing but 
criticism for the sake of destruction is not right. You should view 
things from the standpoint of a revolutionary person and things will 
become clear. But if you drift in a half-way attitude or an opposition 
one, you will not be able to see things. As for your points of interest, 
we have answered them once before. Please see a previous issue and see 
for yourself. 
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We would like to say the tollowing about the matters you raised; 


item |, One can make purchases any number of times as long as they are 
purchases for one's own use, but not for resale, Ordinarily, those who 
purchase goods for their own use do not need very many of them. In par- 
ticular honest cadres purchase only what they need and are not greedy, 
and purchasing once ta sufficient for them because they do not have a 
lot of time. Freely traded goods can be purchased in any quantity but, 
as we said before, comrade, purchases for one's own use can be any 
amount but if comething is resold, too much has been purchased, Doing 
this is wron 


item 2. Please see issue number 1913 of this newspaper, dated 10 June 
L980, 
item 3, Trade offictals do not spend everything or the same amount, 


comrade. Everything would not be counted in hundreds but more than that. 
Hecause they earn a lot they spend a lot as a matter of routine. But 

in truth they should save some because state policy calls on every person 
to conserve and not spend frivolously. Regarding yorr question about 
where they get the money, we do not know. You mean you suspect trade 
officials of being corrupt, don't you? In fact, the majority of trade 
officials are honest and free of corruption but if you have evidence 
otherwise, you must report it to their organization because all Lao peo- 
ple are officials having the right to prevent or suppress persons bent 

on destruction or sabotage. 


item 4, We believe that concerned, high-level officials do this regu- 
larly, comrade. Nevertheless, it would be best if they pay attention to 
what you have said and supervise, control, and correct the work very 

Cc losely. 


8947 
CSO: 4206 
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LAOS 


BRIEFS 


PHON SAL DISTRICT STATISTICS--Phon Sai District of Luang Prabang Province 
is situated in the middle of 3 districts and 2 provinces, i.e., Sam Neua 
and Xieng Khouang provinces, and has an area of 20,349 square kilometers. 
On the north Lt 1s bounded by Pak Seng District and Sam Neua Province, on 
the east by Xieng Khouang Province, on the southeast by Xieng Ngeun Dis- 
trict, and on the northwest by Pak Ou. It is surrounded by mountains and 
forests, is filled with natural resources, and is a hospitable place to 
live for the 20,442 people, including 10,308 women of the various ethnic 
and tribal groups who reside in the district. Of the families living in 
Phon Sai District, 3,194 do dry-field farming on a total of 4,382 hectares 
and 69 families do wet-paddy farming on 85.1 hectares. They have organ- 
ized production as solidarity teams, exchange of labor teams and, in some 
places, agricultural cooperatives. [Excerpts] [Vientiane SIANG PASASON 
in Lao 23 Jun 80 p 2] 8947 


SAITHANI DISTRICT LITERACY WORK--When the day of complete success finally 
arrived the people of Saithani District, Vientiane Province, were 
extremely happy because on that date, 14 June, the administrative authori- 
ties and people of that district organized a ceremony to announce offi- 
cially eradication of illiteracy in their districts. [Text] [Vientiane 
SLANG PASASON in Lao 18 Jun 80 p 2] 8947 


PHONG SALY STATISTICS--Phong Saly is the northernmost province in Laos. 
It is filled with forests and mountains and has the Nam Ou River flowing 
through it. These things make it easier for the inhabitants to earn a 
living and to develop their district. Phong Saly has many communication 
routes making it easy for the people to travel from district to district. 
Phong Saly Province has a total population of 108,000 people comprising 
3 ethnic and over 20 tribal groups. The local economy is based on rice, 
benzoin, stick lac, and lumber. In addition there are wild animals like 
elephants, tigers, bears, etc. The former private, fragmented method of 
working has been replaced by collective working through the establishment 
of agricultural cooperatives. At present 152 agricultural cooperatives 
have been established particularly in Phong Saly and Yot Ou districts. 
[Excerpts] [Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 20 Jun 80 p 2] 8947 
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HMONG RESEVTLEMENT+=-In this year's rice-growing scason 59 Hmong families 
from Ban Vang Luang, Phu Huat Canton, Hom District, alertly abandoned dry- 
field agriculture on the slopes of high mountains which destroyed forests, 
4“ valuable national resource, and happily moved to the lowlands to found 

a new settlement and carry on wet-paddy farming like the lowland Lao. 

When they came down to the lowlands they received assistance from the 
local party committee and administrative authorities and from paddy 
farmers in general who have had experience in paddy farming. Examples 
included production tools, hoes, shovels, plows, cattle, buffaloes, and 
seed rice as w ll as construction of houses. As a result the Hmong 
people from Ban Vang Luang were very happy and jointly began to plow their 
several dozen hectares of paddy fields with great energy. [Text] [Vien- 
tiane VIENTLANE MAI in Lao 12 Jun 80 p 1] 8947 


RELLEF AID TO HOM DISTRICT--Vientiane City and Province has shipped eight 
tons of milled rice to aid the Lao Sung people of Hom District in order 
to ward off starvation in accordance with the expressed needs of the peo- 
ple for foodstuffs, and to facilitate the timely beginning of plowing the 
fields by the Lao Sung people of Hom District. Recently the Vientiane 
City and Province administrative committee shipped eight tons of milled 
rice to aid the Lao Sung brothers in Hom District of Vientiane Province 
who faced starvation because last year's crops had been seriously damaged 
by natural disasters. Now that rice has reached the hands of those Lao 
Sung people and has given them the will and the good-spirited energy to 
plow their fields in a community effort to finish it in time for the 
planting season. [Text] [Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 12 Jun 80 p 1) 
8947 


VLENTIANE FOODSTUFFS CORPORATLON--During May 1980 the cadres and workers 
of the Foodstuffs Corporation, which is subordinate to the Vientiane 
Department of Industry and Trade successfully carried out their special- 
ized duties in an effort to produce to meet the demands of the society. 
During that period they produced 102,000 bags of khao nom pa, 75,000 
sacks of khao nom kieo, and 70,172 loaves of bread; purchased 39,704 
kilograms of fish; milled 26,266 kilograms of rice; and produced 1,400 
kilograms of rice paste, 3,200 kilograms of soft and hard bran, 8,268 
kilograms of large pa dek fish, 3,879 liters of fish sauce, and 252 
liters of orange drink. They are currently continuing to perform their 
production work happily in order to achieve their 1980 quotas and to set 
work records in honor of the coming fifth anniversary of national day on 
2 December. [Text] [Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 16 Jun 80 p 1) 8947 





CSO: 4206 


144 








NEPAL 


POLITICAL FREEDOMS DISCUSSED UN PRESS 
hombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in Bnglish 20 Aug 80 p 6 
jArticle by Mavin Kurve] 


‘Text) The reeentiy enacted legislation on freedoms of speech, presse and 
peaceful assembly has touched off a lively debate in the Nepalese press 
on ite implications for post-referendum policies in the kingdom. 


The prime minister, Mr. Surya Bahadur Thapa, on Sunday equated guaranteed 
freedome under the act to the 18-year-old civil code which abolished social 
disabilities by law and said it meant that “all democratic freedoms” 

now belonged to the people of Nepal, to be exercised with due respect to 
overall interests, 


The of ficial dailies, RISING WEPAL and GORKHA PATRA have been 4 pains 
to explain in lengthy editorials and articles how the new act differs in 
materialerespectse from the ordinance of May 29 last and how duly con- 
stituted courte will now decide on alleged offences. 


The English daily, MOTHERLAND, said the new act had "legally exterminated 
ail political parties in Nepal” and in an editorial wondered “how the gov- 
ernment is going to deal with the new development in the country's polit- 
ical scene. Parties banned from normal activity will use students for 
political activities.’ 


Political Ideology 


The MOTHERLAND said: "We have been urging the government to be realistic 
in dealing with the people connected with political ideologies other than 
the partyless panchayat systea.” 


The widely read Napalese daily, NEPAL TIMES, said editorially that both the 
ordinance and the new act had the self-same purpose to “provide the party- 
less panchayat with legal armour.” All new provisions for legal redress 
had little relevance because under the existing laws enacted by the party- 
less panchayat system the courte were powerless to provide legal relief 
acainet the authority. 
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indeed the provision for six months’ jail and a fine of Re, 6,000 in the 
new act would serve as “Democles awords forever hanging precariously over 
the Nepalese people's head by a tenuous string.” 


The new act of defining the freedoma of speech, press and peaceful 
assembly are perhape the “ultimate limit" to which the reformed panchayat 
syatem after the referendum wante to go. “All we can say is that the 
quantum of political freedom for the people cannot be decided in some dark 
cell by a few people but will be determined by social expectations of the 


peop | . . "9 


The daily JANA DOOT admitted that the new act was an improvement on the 
old ordinance, but said ite “democratic or undemocratic character will 
be known only in actual practice,” 


\ANA DOOT said editorially that the government must remove old enactments 
which invested local authorities with sweeping powers without appeal, 
“otherwise the sword will continue to hang over the press.” 
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NEPAL 


PANCHAYAT TOLD OF LNDIAN TRADE ARRANGEMENT 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 20 Aug 80 p 6 


[Text] Kathmandu, Auguet 19: India has agreed to set up a separate cell 
in the Union commerce ministry to look after the export quota allocated 
annually for Nepal and expedite shipments. 


This wae stated by Dr. Ram Prasad Rajbahak, Nepal's minister of state for 
commerce and industries, in the Rashtriya Panchayat yesterday. 


Making a statement on the recent Indo-Nepalese talks on trade, transit 
and co-operation to curb unauthorised trade, the minister said New Delhi 
had also agreed to help Nepal step up its exports to India and to estab- 
lish joint ventures in the cement, clinker, paper and pulp industries. 
This would help Nepal reduce ite trade gap under the Indian “buy back" 
offer. 


On the third agreement regarding co-operation in curbing unauthorised 
trade across the border, both India and Nepal agreed to hold periodic 
meetings of customers and officials of both sides and exchange information 
about elements identified or declared as being involved in smuggling 
activities. 


About the policies on import and export of items considered sensitive 
or defined as contraband, it was agreed that there would be periodic 
exchange of trade notices issued in Kathmandu and New Delhi, modifying 
the existing policies on these matters. 


Dr. Rajbahak's statement reviewing the bilateral talks suggested that 
Kathmandu was satisfied with their outcome and that New Delhi did succeed 
in conveying its serious concern over the spurt in unauthorised trade at 
least partly flowing from policy modifications. 
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NEPAL 


BRIEFS 


FRIENDSHIP WITH INDIA--Kathmandu, Aug 15 (UNI)--Nepalese Prime Minister 
Surya Bahadur today said he was confident that the close ties between 
India and Nepal would be further strengthened in the years to come. 
Speaking at the Independence Day function organised by the Nepal-Bharatiya 
Maitri Sangh, Mr Thapa said "Indo-Nepal friendship was older than history 
itself". India's Ambassador Narendra Jain called for more frequent con- 
sultations between the representatives of the two countries, to remove the 


fear of the “communication gap". [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 
16 Aug 80 p 7) 
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